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CHAPTER - I 
THE CONCEPT 


1.1. Introduction: 


Educational system of a nation is a part of the political economy. In a country like 
India which is traditional had, religion base educational system right from the 
Vedic period. This system was deeply rooted in the ancient period and had 
continued with few changes up to 12" century. Later on when Arab Invaders began 
in 712 AD, this system was often challenged and devastated at many places. 
Bhaktiyar Khilji who had been responsible for devastation of Nalanda University, 
the symbol of ancient Indian traditional learning was virtually an end of the era in 
the ancient period. The medieval period was clouded with uncertainties and during 
this period education was surviving in secluded and isolated places through 
Sanskrit Pathshalas. However, Hindu educational system received a great Phillip 
during the period of Marathas. When Shivaji carved out Hindvi Swaraj in 1674 AD 
the Marathas strived hard to consolidate and establish Maratha educational system, 
which was based on solid foundation of Maharashtradharma, which originated 
from Gurucharistra and continued in the annuals of the literature of saints and 
prophets. Samarth Ramdas’s treatise “Dasboth” has fully embodied Maratha 
educational philosophy the ramifications of which can be traced in the Maratha 
educational system. However, this educational system was not carefully examined, 
documented and interpreted by scholars. Scalars like Jadunath Sarkar created a 


misnomer that Shivaji could not pay attention for the development of education. 
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On the contrary Shivaji was literate, highly sophisticated and had 
tremendous vision of education and learning. His son Sambhaji a vibrant scholar in 
Sanskrit literature who contributed a book on polity “Budh Bhushan” which is 
unique of its kind in medieval period. The Maratha chronicles like Sabhasad 
Bakhar, written by Krishnaji Anand Sabhasad and Adnyapatra written by 
Ramchandra Pant Aamtya and Rajyavewahar Kosh written by Ragunathpant 
Hanumante amply testified Maratha administration as well as educational 
philosophy. By documenting these entire sources attempt can be made to re- 
understand Maratha educational system. In this context the present work is first 
efforts of its kind and this can be a humble effort to reanalyze and reinvent glory of 
Maratha education. Envisioning Maratha education was a challenging task and in 
this work a sincere efforts have been made to high light various features and 
distinctive merits of this educational system which provided a viable alternative in 
the process of nation making and provided an alternative paradigm to the Islamic 


feudal system of education, 


The history of education can be described as history of ideas and institutes. 
Prof.J.P.Banerjee has rightly pointed that “The culture of a people is a 
superstructure built upon the solid foundation of the material conditions of life. A 
nation’s system of education is an integral part of its culture and value system.” (1) 


The education under Maratha period cannot be exception to this phenomenon. 


It has been rightly observed that “Obviously a system of education reflects the 
constituent forces of a nation’s life.” (2) With special reference to Maratha period, 


these forces can be described below: 
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e The racial character of the people. (3) The Maratha people during 17" to 
19" century had evolved their own educational system. The Maratha race 
being a race of fighters had to move on wars and movements. Being located 
in the hilly ranges of Sahyadri Maratha’s had developed Guerrilla tactics of 
warfare. The Maratha education contained both intellectual and physical 


strategies. 


e Physical and geographical environment: The Maharashtra is located in 
Sahyadri mountain ranges and it has a most strategic location on the 
Dakshinpatha which is a meeting point of north and south India. Hence it 
can be described as a protector of India. (4) The education in this period 
also had evolved through series of difficulties. The saints and prophets 
could develop spiritual philosophy in this adverse background. Justice 
M.G.Ranade has rightly argued here that these centers were favorable for 
the rise of Maratha power. (5) The seed of Swarajya was sown in this 
favorable environment. The tree blossomed and Swarajya was 
maintained.(6) The rise of Maratha power can be described as beginning of 
the process of nation making.(7) |The development of Maratha education 


can be described as an important part of this process. 


e The philosophical ideology adhered to by the people and its evolution from 
phase to phase: The Maharashtradharma was the philosophy of Marathas 
and Saint Ramdas has rightly described it as Maharashtradharma a poet of 
Hinduism prevailing at the time. Number of Maratha scholars has 


interpreted this gospel in an interesting manner. Maharashtradharma has 
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been described as essence of Maratha Swarajya. (8) The Marathas had 
developed their educational system around this gospel of Maharashtra- 
dharma as an epicenter of their educational philosophy of the medieval 


period. 


1.2. Significance of the study: 


The study of education during Maratha period is significant in multifold 


perspective. It would be interesting to study the subject in a nationalist perspective. 


The following aspects can be noted in order to understand the significance of the 


research problem: 


Education during Maratha period was based on principles of value 
education. The qualitative aspects of education were mainly focusing on 
values indication. Jadunath Sarkar rightly pointed that Shivaji was truly 
original explorer, the maker of new rod in medieval Indian history with no 
example or guide before him. When he chooses to declare independence, 
the mogul empire seems to be at the height of its glory.(9) Further Sarkar 
has pointed that Shivaji was a greatest constructive genius that medieval 
India ever produced. He aimed to establish what a modern welfare state 
aims to work. (10) The constructive genius of Shivaji and Marathas can be 
observed through their educational system and this phenomenon was 
carefully studied in this painstaking research work. The various aspects of 


value education can be examined here. 


Creating mind and spiritual consciousness was sole aim of Maratha 


education. Education during Maratha period was value based and it was 
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based on supreme efforts for character building. To evolve moral and 
spiritual base of human life was a major thrust of this medieval education 
system. Education was a process of evolving national character making, 
ready for sacrifice of values. These values were honesty, loyalty and 
integrity which can be described as a process of man making and nation 
making. Saints and prophets from all castes and communities sprang to 


contribute these values. (11) 


Development of physical strength and awareness regarding protection of 
dharma or religion was aim of education. In the Maratha period education 
was concentrating on Balopasana i.e. improvement of physical strength and 
Dharma Rakshan (protection of religious identity). Education was imparted 
both by formal and informal means of learning. Constant and continuous 
impact of Sanskaras i.e. value processing was accelerated through oral 
tradition, Pravachan (religious epic). The Marathas were able to elevate 
morale of society through their educational processes. When Ashramas and 
Gurukuls in the Mogul period were secretly operated the Marathas openly 
supported and promoted these schools, because these schools were 


responsible for supporting socio religious awakening among the members.” 


(12) 


The role played by saints and prophets was in favor of national awakening. 
The pioneer Maratha historiography V.K.Rajwade has placed the concept 
of spiritual and medieval history. In the introduction to the first volume of 


the “Sources of Maratha History” Rajwade has pointed that when you are 
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focusing on the character of any nation, you have to stow light on all 
round and varied aspects of national life. It includes various facets such as 
religion and morality, education, society, trade and commerce. 
A.R.Kulkarni and G.H.Khare have also endorsed this philosophy of 
V.K.Rajwade and they have opined that “religion was based on all these 
changes in human life, such as education, literature., law morality etc.(13) 
The Marathas nationalism in educational system was there always and to 
establish a new political and social order based on the local ethnic values of 


Maharashtradharma. 


Promoting formal and informal methods of education was possible on the 
basis of social awakening. Religious cults were responsible for such type of 
education. They were engaged in building social order. During this period 
there were many religious cults in Maharashtra such as Mahanubhav, 
Warkari, and Ramdashi. All the three culminated in Maratha period for 
protection of culture. Education was imparted through Modi script and 
expert teachers were appointed in village primary schools, which were 
operating either in a temple or a royal palace. The Maratha’s Guerrilla 
tactics of warfare was developed through continuous military education 
imparted through these schools. The high class diplomatic strategic 
education was also developed as a part of higher learning. Bothe formal and 


informal methods helped to develop such skills.(14) 


Education was backbone of nation making trade, commerce, industries, 


agriculture, arts and crafts, law and order, political economy etc. All these 
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aspects include in medieval history and their classification includes in 
spiritual angle. The study of evolution of attitudes among people, their 
internal and external classification can be possible in material and spiritual 
angle. The study of education during Maratha period can be conducted in 
this perspective. The solid and sound base of Maratha’s Hindvi Swarajya 
was based on education. Hence Maratha Swarajaya could sustain more than 
200 years. The Swarajaya was deeply rooted, developed and flourished on 
the basis of sound educational system. After his coronation Shivaji had 
established factories at Fort Raigad to promote trade and commerce. (15) 


Well trained experts were appointed to look after these agencies. 


The essence of Maratha education can be tried through 
Maharashtradharma. (16) The motto of Hindvi Swaraja established by 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was foundation of Maharashtra Dharma, 
which can be treated as base of Maratha education. The concept of 
Maharashtra Dharma has been interpreted by Neelkanta Janardhan 
Keertane, V.K. Chiplunkar, Rajaram Shastri Bhagwat have minutely 
studied Maratha’s socio economic and cultural aspects of life, which have 
been used in this work. It would be interesting to study Hindvi Swarajya 
and Maharashtradharma supportive to each other. The study of 
Maharashtradharma can be conducted minutely to examine the foundations 


of Maratha Swarajya. 
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1.3. Necessity of Research: 


The need of the present research work can be highlighted here. A careful analysis 


of available sources reveals the fact that the present work is unexplored. 


© The Maratha’s bravely fought against Mogul invaders at one side and local 
enemies on the other side. They were fighting for gaining religious 
freedom, but education was essence of their struggle. Their educational 
policy has not been carefully studied up till now. Maharashtradharma was 
base of their educational policy. (17) Right from Khilji invasion of 1294 
against Yadava’s of Deogiri, the local education was slowly operated 
through Gurukul schools where Vedic education was imparted. Thus 
Gurukul and Ashrama system was conducted. About medieval education it 
has been observed that “Education in Medieval India experienced a new 
perspective with coming of the Muslims. Medieval period witnessed a 
radical transformation in the Indian subcontinent. The country was invaded 
by various foreign rulers and several traders from around the world came 
and settled in the country. The tradesmen and the invaders brought with 
them their own cultures and intermingled with the people of the each 
district of the state. Besides, religion, society and culture, Education in 
medieval India also experienced a new perspective. The Mogul rulers came 
to India and established their rule. In the 11th century the Muslims 
established elementary and secondary schools. Furthermore, this led to the 
commencement of universities at cities like Delhi, Lucknow and Allahabad. 


Education developed with a fresh aspect during that period as there was an 
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excellent interaction between Indian and Islamic traditions in all fields of 
knowledge like theology, religion, philosophy, fine arts, painting, 


architecture, mathematics, medicine and astronomy. (18) 


The medieval saints and prophets were responsible for mass education to 
bring awareness in the society. The various cults in Maharashtra such as 
Mahanubhav cult, Warkari cult and Ramdashi cult were operating during 
the period. R.M.Bhusari has taken an extensive review of these cults.(19) 
The work of these saints and prophets were responsible for national 
awakening among people. The services of saints and prophets in each cult 
have contributed a great deal for bringing total change in the society. They 
were using distinct oral traditions for mass awakening. Prof. G.B.Sardar 
has rightly pointed that the front of saints and prophets work lies in their 
wide social attitude, which was responsible for bringing equality and 


sacrifice for common cause. (20) 


The education in Modi script was an important character of the period. 
Hemadri or Hemadpanthi discussed Modi script and developed more than 
30 books in it. Hemadri wrote “Chaturang Chintamani” a useful text on 
social life. (21)Saint Mukundraj wrote Vivek Sindhu and Dnyaneshwr 
contributed “Dnyaneshwari” as a criticism on Geeta. A series of saints like 
Tukaram, Namdeo, Ramdas, and Eknath also contributed for Marathi 
literature. The seeds of awakening sown by saints and prophets were 


responsible for building a thorough social will leading towards positive 
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change.(22) The socio cultural awakening was a part of oral tradition which 


was deeply rooted in feeling of nationalism i.e. Hindivi Swarajya. 


e The first class political diplomats like Ramchandrapant Amatya, Krishnaji 
Anant Subhasad were developed through Maratha educational system. 
Chhatrapati Shivaji had established Astapradhan Mandal, which was based 
on their expertise of work. (23) The Maratha wisdom was highly 
developed. Nana Phadnis was also a diplomat in the later period as symbol 
of Maratha wisdom.” (24) The Maratha diplomats were able to overcome 
many diplomatic issues. These diplomats positive action was the outcome 


of Maratha education. 


Thus all above aspects reveal significant aspects of Maratha education. The subject 


being unexplored it has immense historical value for conducting this work. 
e The subject matter is significant to correlate it with present context. 
e The sociological and cultural value of the subject is relevant. 


e The present work will explore new ideas and new historical facts. 


1.4. The concept of education: 


The concept of education is based on process of man making and value creation. 
The concept of education is based on searching of hidden talents in any person 


who has abilities to contribute for the betterment of society at the prevalent time. 


There are three aspects involved in concept of education, which can be 


described below: 
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(A) Traditional education: It has been rightly stated by Fannie B.Shaw that 
“traditional education said to be subject matter centered looks to be past for its 
ideals and content. It maintains its identity through an effort to conserve and 
transmit the heritage of the past." (25) Education during the Maratha period 
was also seeking inspiration from the past traditions of Vedic education. It was 
based on Gurukul system and Acharya was respected highly after Bramha, 


Vishnu and Mahesh. 


(B) Scientific education: According to Fannie B. Shaw "Scientific education which 
is adult or society centered." (26) In the Maratha period in the frame of that 
period education was as per social needs. On one side adults were given 
education regarding working mathematics, useful for day to day affairs and 
conducting of revenue administration. On the other hand education regarding 
war and defense was imparted because that was need of the time to fight 


against the invaders. 


(C) Progressive education: It has been observed that "Progressive education which 
is called child centered holds that the teacher should be a guide, whose duty it 
is to observe the spontaneous activities of children and to study their mental 
and emotional reactions. Content and activities are selected to further the 
immediate purposes of children. Experience in meeting new situations prepares 
for future needs. Living fully and purposefully today gives practice in meeting 
situations later in life." (27) The Pantoji a primary school teacher use to 


conduct his schools a temple or chawdi. This was mostly up to primary and 
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secondary level. The students were made able to face any unexpected calamity 


of the period. 


In order to understand various aspects of education, it would be better to 
define it. The definition of education in common usage, that education is merely 
the delivery of knowledge, skills and information from teachers to students, is 
inadequate to capture what is really important about being and becoming educated. 
(28) Martha education was not exception to this. In education we are dealing with 
entire realms and fields of both worldly phenomena and uniquely human narratives 


that have no literal, physical existence. 


It has been pointed that "The eternal moral challenge of living as a 
responsible adult is to persistently inquire into how our concepts of the world and 
our own minds mislead us into causing our own and other people's suffering." (29) 
The Maratha education was able to understand sufferings of common man at a 


time. 


The basic purpose of Maratha education was nation building and character 
building. In order to fight against the mogul system, Marathas required men of 
integrity and men of loyalty. The Maratha education system tried to provide natural 
values to support their objectives. The process of education always tries to unfold 
. the hidden talent and latent energy and intellectual ability from students’ 
personality. Education of any period of a time tires to unfold such values through 
services of systematic and sincere efforts needed by teachers. Capturing the 


complex dynamics of real learning is the most challenging task in education. In 
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Indian tradition it was stated “Sa Vidya Ya Vimyuktaye” which emancipates man 


i.e. real education. 


Another way to state my definition of education is the cognitive mapping of 
the world by agents who have intentions to move themselves from where they are 


to where they want to be. (30) 


There are three practical recommendations for teachers (meaning everyone 
who is interested in catalyzing learning in their students or children and not just 


delivering units) on this site. 
(i) First, teach kids attitude first. 


(ii) Second, use an adaptive curriculum to make sure that whatever situation you 


find yourself in will anticipate the needs of students. 


(iii) Third, utilize every resource one has to immerse on their being respectful of 
each other as they learn to govern their own and other people’s behavior. The 
first and the third are actually unavoidable. We are teaching attitude first and 
immersing your students in some form of governance, even if we don’t think 


how they are. 


The Maratha education was useful for self governance or Swarajya. It was 
able to create values useful for self reliance and sustainability. This was the real 
triumph of Maratha education. Justice M. G. Ranade has rightly justified in his 
monogram “The Rise of Maratha Power” how the saints and prophets had created 
favorable environment for the rise of the Maratha power. (31) The root cause of 


the success was in value inculcation through education, which was traditional and 
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value oriented. Pride about religion, nation and land was mainly focused through 
the informal value education. The entire process was rightly accelerated and 
streamlined in this way that the man power useful for self governance or Swarajya 
was ably shaped. This success must be properly examined in this research work. 
Now the ancient and medieval education pattern must be studied as a background 


to the entire focus of study. 


1.5: Education in ancient and medieval period of India 


Education in ancient India was tremendously important for the society and was 
given to the 3 upper classes, namely Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Vaishya. (32) The 
education in ancient India was accessible for the elite class. Education in ancient 
India had a deep impact in the upliftment and advancement of the early society and 
over all development. India is pregnant with a rich tradition of knowledge and 
learning from the earliest days of Indian civilization. There are several literary 
sources, such as the Vedas and other Hindu texts and scriptures, which offer 
references about education system of the ancient societies.(33) The Mahabharata, 
some Dharma sutras, particularly those of Gautama Buddha and Apastamba and 
the Manu Smriti, are the principal works dealing with the system of education in 
ancient India. The process of education was thus value abased and had moral and 
ethical base. The students were getting education in Ashramas and Gurukulas run 
by respected Acharyas or Rishis. Srikrishna and Sudama were receiving education 
in the Ashrama organized by Sandipan Rishi. The principle of quality was righty 
followed in these Ashramas. The term Upanayana signified the formal admission 


ceremony. By this ceremony, boys of the three upper classes namely 
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Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaishya are taken to the preceptor, and initiated to Vedic 
study. The age-limit for this purpose, ranged between 5 and 16 for Brahmins, 6 and 
22 for Kshatriyas, 8 and 24 for Vaishyas. The boy, so initiated, had to live at the 
preceptor’s house. The service of the preceptor was a bounden duty of the pupil. 
The student was to beg alms, and survive on what the preceptor apportioned for 
him. Values such as sacrifice, aneaty and sincerity were deeply rooted though the 
various activities imparted by the system. The process was based on Sanskara 


Sawardhan, value inculcation through such activities. (34) 


The history of education in ancient India is rather interesting and is 
recorded. It can be traced back to the ancient epoch. Education in Ancient India 
began around the 3rd century BC with elements of religious training and impart of 
traditional knowledge. In the ancient days, sages and scholars imparted education 
orally and after the development of letters the form of writing was introduced. 
Palm leaves and barks of:trees were used for writing and thus helped in spreading 
the written literature. In ancient times, women in India had the equal right to 


receive teaching and education. (35) 


e Gurukul System 


Education in Ancient India originated with the Gurukul system. This type of 
ancient Hindu school in India was residential in nature with the Sishyas or students 
and the Guru or teacher living in proximity within the same house. The students 
resided together irrespective of their social standing. However, several temples and 
community centers regularly took the role of schools. In addition to that ancient 


Indian education achieved a noticeable position in the early Vedic period, 
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beginning in the 1200 B.C. In the Vedic days, the teaching of the four Vedas, the 
hymns and ritual practices were seen. The Vedas included the Sanskrit language 
which in turn became the language of classical learning. Besides the pronunciation 
of the Vedas and their implication, phonology, metrics, elementary grammar, and 
etymology were also taught. Though, the Vedic education was not transmitted to 


people of low strata, yet the Vedic system inspired the medieval education system. 


The medieval education was also having impact of tradition system and values 
together both leading towards synthesis of both. It was a period of transition in the 
early medieval period. The preceptors were of two classes, namely Acharya and 
Upadhyaya. According to ancient literary texts the Acharya performs the 
Upanayana ceremony of the students, teaches him the Veda along with ritualistic 
literature and the Upanishads. But he does not work for the pupil for livelihood 
whereas the Upadhyaya teaches his pupil the Veda and the Vedic literatures for 
livelihood. The Apastamba Dharma Sutra proclaims that though the teacher is the 
sole guardian of the learner during his study, yet he cannot exercise arbitrary 
power. It declares that the educator cannot utilize the pupil's services for his own 
advantage. For the student's offences, he can punish him in the prescribed manner 
but not in any way he likes. According to the Apastamba-dharma sutra, a pupil 
should confidentially draw the attention of the teacher to any wrongdoing of the 
rules, meant for him, either purposely or unconsciously. (36) The students are 
allowed to control the teacher by force from wrong-doing or to get him restrained 
by his father etc. Mahabharata mentions that students are allowed to desert his 
teacher who is arrogant, ignorant of his duty and resorts to a wrong course of 


action. These school’s rules were as per educational system at the prevalent time. 
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Each Ashrama had to evolve its own rules and regulations for its healthy 


functioning. 


e Brahmacharya system 

Brahmacharya summarizes the sum total of the responsibilities of a student. It 
entails rigorous self-discipline and self-control. All sorts of pleasures and luxuries 
must be avoided by the pupils. Some of the occasions on which termination of 
study was prescribed include dusty storm by day, playing of certain musical 
instruments within the hearing of the pupil, cries of animals, screech of an owl, 
heavy downpour, rattling of thunderbolt, earthquake, eclipse, fall of a meteor, 
festival, certain Tithi and Nakshatras, e.g. full moon day, etc. Samavartana marks 
the end of a pupil's period of study and return home. According to some literary 
sources, education in ancient India was not confined only to the privacy of the 
preceptor’s house. In matters of education in ancient societies, the constricted 
barriers of the caste-system seemed to have crumbled down as per the various 


literary texts. 


The spread of Buddhism and Jainism in India enriched and evolved the 
state of education in ancient India. In this period education became accessible to 
everyone and various celebrated educational institutions were established at that 
instant. Few of the most important universities of India in the ancient times were 
Vikramshila, Taxila (Takshashila) and Nalanda. These Universities were well 
organized, administered and had a systematic functioning based on rules and 
regulations. In these Universities both secular, religious as well as science and 


technology based education as imparted. More than 40 subjects were taught in 
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Nalanda University and had a profound impact on society. Students from various 


countries were also getting education in these Universities. (37) 


Education in Medieval India experienced a new perspective with coming of 
the Muslims. Medieval period witnessed a radical transformation in the Indian 
subcontinent. The country was invaded by various foreign rulers and several 
traders from around the world came and settled in the country. The tradesmen and 
the invaders brought with them their own cultures and intermingled with the 
people of the each district of the state. Besides, religion, society and culture, 
Education in medieval India also experienced a new perspective. In 712 AD Mohd 
Bin Kasim had invaded in the province. He defeated the local Hindu King Dahir 
and established his power. Later on Shahbuddin Mohd Ghory established his own 
power. After his fall slave dynasty was established by Kutubuddin Aibuk. After 
fall of slave dynasty Khilji, Tugluk and Lodi dynasty ruled India. Jallaluddin 


Mohd. Babar defeated Lodies and established Mogul dynasty in 1526 AD. (38) 


Education in medieval period can be divided in two parts. The first was of 
Sultan period. In the 11th century the Muslims established elementary and 
secondary schools. Furthermore, this led to the commencement of learning centers 
at cities like Delhi, Lucknow and Allahabad and through these centers Islamic 
education was imparted. Education developed with a fresh aspect during that 
period as there was an excellent interaction between Indian and Islamic traditions 
in all fields of knowledge like theology, religion, philosophy, fine arts, painting, 
architecture, mathematics, medicine and astronomy.(39) However, before the 


advent of the Muslims in India, there was a developed system of education, but 
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Education in medieval India was shaped with the founding of the institutions of 
learning. Muslim rulers promoted urban education by bestowing libraries and 
literary societies. They founded primary schools (maktabs) in which students 
learned reading, writing, and basic Islamic prayers, and secondary schools 
(madrasas) to teach advanced language skills In India. Several Madrasahs were set 
up by Sultans, nobles, and their influential ladies. The main objective of these 
Madrasahs was to train and educate scholar who would become eligible for the 
civil service as well as performing duties as judge. During the salve dynasty the 
king Iltutmish was the first ruler to establish a Madrasahs at Delhi during the 


medieval rule. Gradually many Madrasahs came into being.(40) 


The education under Sultan period further developed during the Mogul 
period. The system of Education in medieval India was under the control of Ulama 
who were in favor of curriculum as laid down by Akbar. During those days 
education was related to religious training. However, various subjects such as 
medicine, Arabic literature, grammar and philosophy were also taught. History 
states that Arab and Central Asian peoples brought Muslim educational models to 
the India in both the medieval and early modern periods. Women education in 


India during the medieval period was prevalent. 


Muslim girls of affluent families studied at home and moreover, as Persian 
was the court language of the period, elite boys could attend Persian schools to 


learn literature, history, ethics, law, administration. 


Education in medieval India flourished mostly during the Mogul rule from 


the beginning of 1526 until the end of Mogul political presence in 1848. In 
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medieval India both Rajputs and Marathas had their own states. As a challenge to 
the mogul power, Shivaji established his own Hindu state in 1674 AD after his 


coronation. (41) 


The Marathas ruled from 1646 to 1818. In both earlier later phase Marathas 
had developed their own educational system and their political mechanism was 


based on sound parallel educational system. 


On the basis of above discussions, it is clear that medieval education was 
often conducted under the auspices of the religious systems, i.e. Majsjids, temples 
and Gurukuls. Medieval education was limited to elite class who belonged to 
aristocrats, noblemen, and houses of royal class. Girls were virtually ignored when 
it came to education. Only daughters of the very rich and powerful were allowed to 
attend select courses. Parda system was prevailing during the Mogul period and the 


daughters of high class had to get education by special teachers. 


On this background the study of Maratha educational system must be 


carefully studied as a parallel system of education based on Hindu polity. 


1.6. Maratha education and Maharashtradharma 


The concept of Maharashtradharma began from 15" century and it was first 
celebrated in Gurucharitra written by Narsingh Saraswati. Maharashtradharma was 
combination of spiritual, moral and religious identities of Hindus leaving in 
Maharashtra. (42) Maratha education cannot be separated from the gospel of 
Maharashtradharma which was preached by Saint Ramdas. Shivaji was true 


champion of this Maharashtradharma. He not only established it but extended the 
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same to the southern Indian states. Maratha education system was based on 


Maharashtradharma, which can be explained here. 


Jadunath Sarkar rightly pointed that Shivaji was truly original explorer, the 
maker of new road in medieval Indian history, with no example or guide before 
him. When he chooses to declare independence, the Mogul empire seems to be at 
the height of its glory.(43) Further Sarkar has pointed that Shivaji was a greatest 
constructive genius that medieval India ever produced. He aimed to establish what 
a modem welfare state aims to work. (44) The constructive genius of Shivaji and 
Marathas can be observed through their educational system and this phenomenon 
has been carefully studied in this painstaking research work. Sarkar corrected his 
opinion and after verification of Shivaji’s original handwriting accepted that 
Shivaji was literate. (45) He was not only literate but was able to gather round him 


learned scholars in his Astapradhan mandal. 


Education during Maratha period was value based and it was based on 
supreme efforts for character building. To evolve moral and spiritual base of 
human life was a major thrust of this medieval Maratha education system. 
Education system was concentrating on two aspects, one building of physical 
strength and second on moral upbringing of character. Western historians like 
Grand Duff, Sir John Cilly have criticized Maharahtradharma but N.G.Ranade, 


Jadunath Sarkar have denied their views. (46) 


e The first was Balopasana i.e. improvement of physical strength and second 


was Dharma Rakshan (protection of religious and moral identity). Dharma 
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was distinct phenomenon beyond religious patterns of worship. Ranade 


viewed that Maratha was wider community based on common goals. (47) 


Education was imparted both by formal and informal means of learning. 
Constant and continuous impact of Saskaras i.e. value processing was 
accelerated through oral tradition, Kirtan and Pravachan. Kirtan and 
Pravachan were based on oral tradition which was made popular by 
Maratha saints and prophets like Dyaneshwar, Namdeo, Tukaram, Eknath, 
Visoba, Goroba and Chokhamela etc. (48) these saints belonged to different 
castes and sub castes, still preached feeling of equality and brotherhood in 
the Hindu society, which was very much useful for establishment of 
Swarajya during Maratha period. Religious epic).The Marathas were able 


to elevate morale of society through their educational processes. 


When Ashramas and Gurukuls in the Mogul period were secretly operated 
the Marathas openly supported and promoted these schools. There are 
many examples which state that Maratha kings Shivaji and Sambhaji had 
donated huge money for these learning centers. Due to their help these 
centers were able to develop capacities of manpower building through their 
educational system. The cities like Pune, Satara and Toke flourished as 


educational centers in Maratha period. (49) 


During this period there were many religious cults in Maharashtra such as 
Mahanubhav, Warkari, and Ramdashi. All the three culminated in the 
Maratha period for protection of culture. The Mahanubhav cult had spread 


on the banks of river Godavari mostly Marathwada and Vidarbha region. 
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The Warkari gained momentum in the 13" and 14" century during saint 
Dyaneshwar, Namdeo, Tukaram and Eknath period. The Warkaris 
worshipped the Vithoba of Pandharpur and believed in equality. This cult 
celebrated Ashadi and Kartiki Ekadashi and carted to visit Pandhrpur in 
thousands of number. This cult believed in free tastes such as Dyaneshwri, 
Tukaram Gatha and Eknathi Bhagwat, which they described as 
Prasthantriyee. This Warkari cult had fully supported Shivaji’s efforts of 
building Swarajya. The Ramdashi cult was based on Saint Ramdas’s 
philosophy of Rama worship. During Shivaji’s period Sajjangad, emerged 
as epi center of this movement and many Marathas were established at 
different places, which were centers of religious awakening. The chronicle 
writers like Krishnaji Sabhasad have described Shivaji as divine protector 


of Hindu religion.(50) 


Education was imparted through Modi script and expert teachers were 
appointed in village primary schools, which were operating either in a 
temple or a royal palace. During Yadava period Prime Minister Hemadri 
had discovered Modi script and he wrote more than 40 books in this script. 
This script further developed in the post Yadava period. Shivaji prepared 
Rajvyawahar Kosh, which was based on development of local words. 
Sincere efforts were made to avoid Persian influence. Adniya Patra written 
by Ramchandrapant Aamatya by the orders of Shivaji was an ideal example 


of Maratha administrative mechanism. 
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The Maratha’s Guerrilla tactics of warfare was developed through 
continuous military education imparted through these schools. S.P.Sen has 
given tributes to Maratha administration for developing this Guerrilla 
warfare which can be described as unique contribution of Maratha’s 


strategic defense education. 


The high class diplomatic strategic education was also developed as a part 
of higher learning. Krishnaji Anant Sabhasad who wrote first biography of 
Shivaji by the orders of Rajaram, was a first class diplomat developed in 
the Shivaji’s period. Most of the Ashtapradhan were highly educated and 
they were well paid. (51) Dr. Balkrishna has stated that Shivaji had 
increased salary of learned ministers to respect their educational excellence 


at one side and their abilities on the other side. 


1.7. Objectives: 


In any social research specific objectives are vitally significant and due to 
assigning of well designed goals one can arrive at proper point of fulfillment. 
Bhandarkar and Wilkinson have observed that “Serious difficulties may arise, 
often preventing a successful completion of the study, if the researcher has not 
taken into active account the subsequent procedures during the initial stages of the 
inquiry. Thus, the researcher has to be constantly anticipating at each step in the 


research process, the requirements of the subsequent steps.” (52) 


In view of this the following objectives can be set forth here: 


e To throw new light on education under Maratha period (1630 to 1818 AD) 
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e To understand structure and methods of value education during Maratha 


period 
e To explain features of educational system during Maratha period. 


e To explain nature and limitations of educational system during Maratha 


period 


e To highlight relevance of Maratha educational system with the prevalent 


policy of the period. 


1.8. Hypotheses: 

It has been rightly observed that hypothesis is yet another important part of the 
research. A hypothesis is an assertion that the investigator seeks to investigate.. 
According to G.A.Lundberg “A hypothesis is a tentative generalization, the 
validity of which remains to be tested.” (53) In this background following 


hypotheses have been formulated: 


e Proclaiming Maharashtradharma and protection of culture was soul of 


educational system during Maratha period. 


e Masses in Maharashtra had protected religion and culture even during the 


adverse conditions prevailing at the time. 


e During Maratha period more focus was on informal education 
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e More importance was given to personal loyalty and integrity towards Guru 
ie. teacher or Acharya. Skill development was possible through interaction 


among each other 


e Sanskaras or processing of values was possible through continuous mass 


education. 


1.9. Descriptive research design 


The present work is related to descriptive design. It has been rightly stated that 
‘Descriptive studies are the ones that aim at describing accurately the 
characteristics of a group, community or a group of people..” (54) To study 
education during Maratha period can be possible by adopting tools and techniques 
of descriptive design. The descriptive studies require authentic and valuable 
sources which can describe facts about the time, space and period of the bygone 
days. History of education cannot be exception to this and it can be complied by 


collection of basic sources in a systematic manner. 


It has been stated that “It is understandable that when one does not know 
anything at all about a problem, he must attempt to explain it in a general way 
before beginning to make specific analysis of the various aspects of the subject. 
Explorers and missionaries write such descriptions of many exotic lands. They 
chose to describe what they thought to be important and interesting unconcerned 
with any rigid rules of scientific proof. Even such reports had their importance, for 
writing history of subject like education. Historians have to rush to rebuild history 
of specific period by using authentic sources..” (55) History of education during 


Maratha period can be complied by adopting descriptive design. 
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Descriptive studies often provide a jumping pad for the study of new areas 
in social sciences. It is worthy of mention that history of education can be treated 
as one of such unexplored areas. Freud’s compilation of various facts scattered 
through primary and secondary sources can be useful for documentation of the 
history of education. It has been pointed that “the true beginning of scientific 
activity consists in describing phenomenon and then in proceeding ahead to 
understand social ideas and institutes about education to clarify and correlate 
them.” (56) By adopting this method educational system in the Maratha period can 


be explained. 


Continuity and change is a important character of history of education. It is 
true that “It may not be very useful to conceive of descriptive research only a phase 
on the evolutionary continuum of researches. This is so, firstly because a piece of 
descriptive research may be of important scientific value in itself, although it 
cannot be generalized to apply to other situations. It can provide information which 
is of value in policy formulation and secondly, because the notion of stage assumes 
that we have knowledge about the various stages in the supposed continuum.”(57) 
The history of Maratha education can be well illustrated on the basis of these 


sources effectively. 


There is a need to avoid bias. It is true that “The procedure to be used in 
descriptive study must be carefully planned since here the aim is to obtain 
complete and accurate information. The research design for these studies must 
make a much greater provision for protection against bias. Because of the amount 


of work involved in descriptive studies concerned with economy in the course of 
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research is extremely important. Consideration of economy and protection against 


bias permeate every stage of the research process.“ (58) 


The bias can be avoided by making serious efforts. It has been observed 
that history and society are related to each other. Sociological thinking of Max 
Weber and Durkham help to examine the conventional historiography. (59) The 
history of education in the Maratha period can be studied here by adopting 


sociological perspective. 


It has been further observed that “The first step in descriptive study is to 
define the question that is to be answered. Unless the questions are formulated with 
sufficient precision to ensure relevance of the data collected to the questions raised, 
the study will be fruitless. It is necessary to formally define the concepts entering 
into the question and also to indicate how the concept is to be measured. 
Considerations of economy would need to be entertained at the stage of specifying 


the research questions. This restricts the area of the study of bounds of 
manageability.“ (60) 
Here the following questions have been set: 
e Whether history of Maratha education was rightly explored by earlier 
historians? 
e Whether earlier evaluation was justifiable? 


e Is it objective and balanced? 


It is true that “After the problem has been formulated specifically enough to 


indicate what data would be required, the methods by which data can be obtained 
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must be selected. Tools for collecting the information must be devised if no 
suitable ones already exist. Each of the various methods of data collection has its 
peculiar advantages and limitations. The researcher would have to consider the 
nature of the problem, the scope of the study, the nature of respondents, ‘yee of 
information needed, the degree of accuracy needed etc. and in view of these 
balancing the gains and losses should select one or more methods of data 
collection.” (61) In this work both primary and secondary sources as well as 
Portuguese, English and Sanskrit sources will be used to highlight education 
during Maratha period. It has been observed that “In many descriptive studies, the 
researcher wants to make statements about some specific subjects. However, it is 
rarely necessary to study all the people.” (62) In this work objective based study 
has been conducted to re-examine history of education during Maratha period. It is 
true that “Checks must be set up to ensure the authentic data unbiased.” (63) 
Consistency, competence and comprehensibility, reliability are the four major 


characters of data required in this problem. (64) 


The history is a source of past events and earlier episodes which need to be 
described on the basis of authentic sources. The sources are just like torch bearers 


and they can help to come out from darkness to light. 


The Bakhars, Karina and other archival sources can be described and 
narrated properly. The socio economic and cultural life can be recorded by using 
the neglected sources of mass history. A total review of earlier sources can help to 
describe old facts in new angle. In the process of description these facts are very 


basic i.e. accuracy, briefness and correctness. The analytical approach to the 
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narration can bring history more closer to facts, while recasting sources history 
there are many problems like non availability of sources, overlapping of facts and 
exaggeration of events. We can be more balanced and objective by examining 
these facts properly. These problems can be overridden and new light can be 
thrown on events by judging the facts together while describing them. The 
continuity and change are two important facts which can be highlighted here 
properly. Thus history of education during Maratha period can be reconstructed in 


the new angle here. 


1.10. Historical Research Method 


Historical method is an important method used in all social science research for 
documentation of facts in a chronological order. Authenticity of sources has been 
judged in this method in a systematic manner. In a field like education availability 
of data is a challenging task on one side and authenticating the data is a problem on 
the other side. In the medieval history sources are large but what is required is 
clear and objective understanding of these sources. All these sources can be very 


well observed and examined in a systematic manner. 


Sadhu and Singh have observed that “When research is conducted on the 
basis of historical data, the researcher is said to have followed historical approach. 
At times it would appear that all research is historical in its nature because to a 
very large extent research depends upon the observations recorded in the past. 
Historical research as such depends on observations which are non repetitive.” (65) 
In the history of education objectivity can be brought by avoiding repetition. It has 


been further observed that “Historical research involves very intensive use of 
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library material and scholarly patience is required on the part of the researcher to 
look into the historical records.” (66) Such patience has been kept and followed 
by the researcher here while conducting research on education. It has been rightly 
observed that “The interpretation of research data entirely depends upon the 
researcher himself and shall depend upon how objectively he carries out his job of 
interpreting the historical evidence.” (67) Researcher will interpret available facts 
in a balanced manner to touch the core of the subject in a systematic manner. It is 
true that “Historians, philosophers, social psychiatrists, literary men, as well as 
social scientists, use the historical approach as an aid in visualizing society as a 
dynamic organism, and its structures and functions as steadily growing and 
undergoing change and transformation. Social scientists in particular are concerned 
with social change, as all groups, social institutions, and personalities undergo 
changes to a lesser or greater degree.” (68) In the Maratha period how education 
changed from beginning to end is an interesting phenomenon, which has been 


studied here. 


There are many advantages of historical method. Three of them which 


benefits here can be listed below: 


1. It has been pointed that “Historical approach fills in a big gap of making 
the research possible and also meaningful on the problems that’ would 
otherwise have remained unexplored.” (69) History of education of 


Maratha period being an unexplored has been tackled here. 


2. It is true that “Historical approach therefore has an advantage to offer the 


past data under the then prevailing conditions and afford an opportunity to 
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the researcher to view these observations in the past setting.” (70) History 


of education can be reconstructed on these settings. 


3. It is rightly observed that “Historical records provide very useful 
information that goes a long way towards the solution of a research 
problem. As already said the researcher is compelled to fall back upon past 
data since he cannot create these afresh and hence it is highly advantageous 
to follow historical approach where the use of time series data is 
unavoidable in any case.” (71) All the record of Maratha period will be 
classified and reexamined for reconstructing education during Maratha 


period. 


1.11. Summary 


Thus in this chapter historical background of the research problem has been 
presented and conceptual frame work of subject has been explained. Education 
being a significant topic of medieval times, its historical ramifications is also 
equally important. Hence in view of this history of education during Maratha 
period is a topic selected for this research work The significance of study was 
highlighted. Necessity of research was pinpointed. The concept of education has 
been explained. As a matter of background education during ancient and medieval 
period was properly explained. .Further the evolution of education during Maratha 
period was highlighted with special reference to Maharashtradharma as a basic 
concept of Maratha education. The debate amongst scholars was properly 


pinpointed in the background of the research problem. 
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Objectives and hypothesis of the study were explained. Descriptive design 


and historical method was also properly explained. 


The present chapter has unfolded the research problem in a conceptual 
frame and it has further provided a new line of action for the study. The sole effort 
of this chapter was to provide a historical background of the Indian education 
system from Vedic period to the pre-Shivaji era. When the system was crumbling, 
fortunes were fluctuating Shivaji provided a sound and viable alternative based on 
high quality and excellence. He embedded moral and spiritual values in the 
educational system, which provided sound and strong method of strengthening the 
society. Maharashtradharma was truly practiced and shadow of freedom was 
shared with South Indian states like Karnataka, Andhra and Tamilnadu. Maratha 
education extended its spirit, values and programs of action in a systematic 


manner. 


In the second chapter Medieval Maratha education origin and development 


has been highlighted. 
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CHAPTER II 
MARATHA EDUCATION ORIGIN AND 


DEVELOPMENT 


2.1. Introduction: 


The Maratha educational system was evolved throughout the centuries from gt 
century to 15" century. The Rastrakutas of Ellora, Yadavas of Deogiri were early 
fore-runners of Maratha education. They had developed art, architecture, as well as 
centers of learning based on genius scholarship as well as serious efforts of original 
thinking. Bhaskaracharya had discovered a value of zero in the Yadava period and 
Hemadri Prime Minister of Ramchandra Deo Yadav had discovered the Modi 
script which was responsible for the birth of Marathi language. Hemadri was so 
genius that he had written 34 books in the modi language and he was responsible 
for bringing Bajara as a crop pattern from Ceylon to Maharashtra. The solid base 
of Hindu society after Manu was reestablished by Hemadri in his book 
Chaturvarna Chintamani. In the last phase of Yadava period Marathi literature 
began to flourish. Chhakradhar, founder of Mahanubhava cult wrote a Leela 
Charitra which is a documentation of cultural geography of Maharashtra. He had 
established Mathas, centers of learning on both the banks of river Godawari 
covering from Nashikpur to Ridhipur in Vidharbha. He had his Mathas established 
in Bengal as well as Sindh province which was an early reflection of Maratha 
educational system. Saint Dyaneshwar wrote Dyaneshwari and Amrutaanubhav as 


well as Changdeo Pasasti and Haripathache Abhang, which became a base of 
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cultural awakening. Namdeo had established his centers of learning in Gurudaspur. 
He popularized his Kirtanas in Guruwani and Hindi language and ably contributed 
in Guru Grantha Sahib. Tukaram who became pinnacle of this spiritual awakening 
wrote his Abhangas in the form of Gatha. Later on Eknatha’s contribution to 
Bhagwat as well as biography of Krishna were base of the awakening among the 
Warkaris. Dyaneshwari, Gatha, and Bhagwat as described Prasthan Trayee as basic 
manual for Warkaris. Ramdas who was having a sense of political awakening, 
created background for Maharashtradharma. Thus philosophy of Maratha 
education can be stressed back from Gurucharitra to Dasboth. Mukundraj a 
celebrated Marathi poet wrote Vivek Sindhu which was a political adviser to 


Yadava kind Jayatrapal. 


The Maratha education system was based on moral and ethical values. 
Shivaji embodied Moon of intellectual genius and Sardesai has described him as 
Subudhicha Chandrama. (1) Shivaji’s intellectual glory has been described by 
many Maratha texts and essays (2) Shivaji was looking after his subjects with 
equity and he treated ei as his own children. He was always busy in attaining 
public welfare, protecting Swabhasha and Swadesh and Swadharma.(3) He ranked 
among the able rulers of India described in ancient Hindu texts, like Kautilaya’s 
Arthashastra. The manifestation of his educational policies can be described here 
as a part of his contribution to medieval India in general and Maharashtra in 
particular. The education under Maratha period was based on Maratha Swarajya. 
The Swarajya of Chhatrapati Shivaji in Maharashtra can be examined on the basis 
of available cultural geography. Shivaji’s kingdom comprised of two divisions: the 


area lying between Godavari and Tungabhadra and Keveri rivers. (4) The first 
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division known as the Svarajya, had in it the areas from Maharashtra. It extended 
from the fort of Salher beyond the northern bank of Godavari over the whole 
country of Talghat and Varghat to the Tungabhadra to the banks of the Kaveri and 
included Kolhar, Balapur, Jinji and Vellore. (5) When a line is drawn on the map 
of India from the north to the south in order to mark the boundary of the Svaraajya 
of Shivaji, it is seen that the western border of the Svarajya included Salhar, 
Hanavantgad, javalagad, Dindori, Ramsej, Songad, Pratapgad, Dehu, Alandi, 


Poona, Indapur, Sangli Pavitragad etc. 


The Swarajya of Chhatrapati Shivaji in Maharashtra was divided into three 


provinces. These were as follows; 


(i) The northern Division: Its area was between Salhar (Nasik District) and 
Poona and a part of Konkan, up to hundred miles roughly north of Bombay, 


namely, Kalyan, Bhivandi, Javhar etc. 


(ii) The southern division: Talghat (country below the ghats), Konkan south of 
Bombay up to Bhatkal including Dabhol, Rajapur, Banda, Phonda, Karwar, 


Gokarna etc. 


(iii) The Southern Division: Varghat or Desh (country above the ghats) from the 
south of Poona to Kopbal near Tungabhadra. It included the southern Desh 


districts roughly from Poona to Dharwad and Kopbal. (6) 


As Shivaji was in constant warfare with the Mughals and the Sultan of 


Bijapur, this territory was not always under his complete control. Though its 


Education During Maratha Period... 44 


border areas at times changed hands, by and large, the above stated territory was 


under Shivaji at the time of his death. 


According to Krishnaji Anant Sabhasad,(7) the Svarajya of Shivaji yielded 
a revenue of one crore of Hons, which taking into account the exchange value of 
Hon varying between three to four rupees during the time of Shivaji, was in 
equivalence to three to four crores of rupees.(8) In addition to this regular income, 
the collection of Chauth added an amount of eight lakhs of Hons to the treasury of 


the Swarajya. (9) 


After the death of Shivaji on 3 April, 1680, his eldest son Sambhaji 


became the master of the Swarajya. 


Thus Maratha Swarajaya was epicenter of Shivaji’s education in general 
and Maratha education in particular. This part enjoyed educational freedom for 
three centuries and witnessed awakening, freedom, as well as cultural identity for 
the protection of Indian self. Education during Maratha period was not totally 
parallel to the medieval education. It was virtually the revolt against the established 
system of Islamic education, which was feudal and conservative. The Islamic 
education was based on holy Islamic texts. It was on one side humanitarian in the 
period of Akbar. But on the other side during the period of Aurangzeb it was bit 
misinterpreted. It turned into malice and hatred of other religions. Taxes were 
imposed on non Islamic followers and there was a ban on the studies of non 
Islamic or Hindu texts. The studies in Sanskrit literature were banned and the 
holistic approach of education was hampered. In Indian polity, in the course of 


historical process, education has always remained a part of political economy. But 
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in the period of Aurangzeb it became a part of Islamic state. On this background 
separate nationalist and patriotic education was need of the time. Marathas ably 
understood this need and they developed independent pattern of education based 
on character building. The socio economic and cultural life during medieval 
Maharashtra was suffering from weaknesses and feeling of inferiority complex was 
prevailing. The Marathas had to overcome these weaknesses to rise against the 
feudal structure. The saints and prophets from Dyaneshwar to Ramdas covering 
other sanints like Namdeo, Goroba Kumbhar, Chokha Mela, Narhari Sonar and 
Visoba and Sena Maharaj and Eknath, which came from different castes and creeds 
were able to generate and stimulate latent energy in the society leading towards 
vibrant reflections of their pride and glory, which was conceptualized as 
Maharashtradharma revealing in Maratha educational system. Saint Ramdas who 
developed a treatise Dasboth in his philosophical tenets developed new theory of 
Maratha and Maharashtradharma. To him everybody who was speaking Marathi 
language was a Maratha. In true sense and one who was champion of the Swaraj 
was follower of Maharashtradharma. Krishnaji Anant Sabhasad in his Bakhar 
rightly pointed that the Deshmukhs in Maval province gathered at Rohideshwar 
Shiva temple and had pleaded to establish Hindvi Swaraj, this spiritual triumph 
marked the beginning of Hindvi Swaraj. Thus the sole effort of Maratha education 
has been related to temples, Gurukuls and Pathshalas to establish a parallel 
educational system. Now on this background it would be interesting to study 
salient features of medieval educational system. In the background of darkness of 
the medieval period, the Maratha education was bright and full of lightening 


turning towards a new age of awakening. 
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2.1. Salient features of Medieval Education system: 


Education in medieval India was most religious and cultural. It was a part of the 
feudal system. Only elite class people were able to enjoy education. The following 


characters can be described: 
(i) The end of ancient Universities 


In India there were Universities like Nalanda, Taksheela, Kanchi and Vallabhi, 
which were imparting education in ancient period. Bhatiyar P.G. attacked Nalanda 
University and burned it, which was burning for six months. F.A.Kee has narrated 
History of Education in ancient period. (10) The burning of Nalanda University 
continued for six months and all the manuscripts in Pali and Sanskrit were 
destroyed which was symbolically hoarded of Indian wisdom. In the same century 
on the one side ancient Indian universities were devastated and on the other side 
the western Universities rose in Oxford and Cambridge. On one side Indian 
education was destroyed and on the other side the western education began to rise. 
In this phase of transition Islamic education tried to upload their religious 
fanaticism in India and there were no other rules except Marathas to challenge it. 
Nor Rajputs neither Chandelas had capacity to evolve their education system by 
openly challenging the Islamic structure. The Marathas did it and carved their free 


state based on education of self pride. 


(ii) Priest dominant education. 


Education by the end of ancient and beginning of medieval period was dominated 


by priest class. It has been pointed that “learning among the Hindus had been the 
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monopoly of the high especially of the priestly castes. The learned Brahmins 
gathered students from various parts of the country and in the homely atmosphere 
of their Tols and Chatuspathis as these were known in Bengal and Bihar imparted 
knowledge. “(11) Later on in the Islamic structure Mullas and Maulavis took their 
place. Islamic education was imparted through Majsids and prayer houses. Lessons 
from holy Quran were imparted. Further Persian and Arabic language were also 
taught. The educational system was under full control of; religious system and they 


had a cordial relationship with Sultans and Mogul kings. 


(iii) Oral tradition: 

Like ancient period, medieval education was also based on oral traditions. Students 
were by hearting knowledge at the Ashramas. Books were written on leaves of 
Bhojpatra and they were copied later on. (12) These were related by papers after 
arrival of Moguls. In the Mogul courts there were Katibs or copyists who had a 
very important role to play in copying the manuscripts. There was a separate 


arrangement for the maintenance of archives and papers. 


(iv) Feudal education: 


The Sultan period and the Mogul period were highly dominated by feudal system. 
As earlier noted above, Majeeds and prayer houses were centers of learning. In the 
Bahamani dynasty Madarsas i.e. schools were established. Mohd. Gawan a learned 
prime Minister of Baridshahi had established Madarsa at Bidar during Bahamani 
period. However, in these Madarsa only bureaucrats and elite class were getting 
education. This feudal system was dominated by a totally upper class phenomenon. 


In Rajputs Marathas as well as ruling community of India there was a domination 
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of Manu Shruti and society was based on caste system. Only upper classes had 
access to education (13) Maratha education was slightly better than those system 
because in the Shivaji and Peshwa period education was available on large scale 
better than that of the Mogul period because in Mogul period it was difficult to run 
Sanskrit schools openly and hence they were run in isolation. The Maratha system 


was better open than those of other medieval educational system. 


(v) Destruction of ancient system: 

After the Islamic invasion, and Turkish attack the local education had to face crises 
because these rulers started to impose their religion and culture. Hence the local 
rulers had to establish their education system on Hindu tradition as a counter to 
Islamic tradition. (14) In the period of Aurangzeb Jijiya tax was imposed on 
Hindus and taxes on festivals were also imposed leading towards disparity in the 
policy. This required the revival of ancient education and Marathas attempted to 


set this parallel system well. 


(vi) Aurangzeb’s negative policy: 

Though Akbar was tolerant and catholic towards local culture, yet Aurangzeb 
adopted who came on power after Shahajahan, followed the rigid, ruthless, fanatic 
policy and he imposed Jijiya tax on Hindus and religious education in India was 
mostly Islamic.(15) Due to his fanatic policies, Shivaji had to counter Mogul attack 
in many ways and education was one of such areas. Sanskrit scools were promoted. 
Grants were given to the Acharyas and learned Brahmins to set pathshalas as well 


as centers of learning. Huge grants were given to educational centers at religious 
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places. Furtehr saints and prophers were supported to continue their informal 


eduation. 


Thus, all these salient features of medieval education illustrate that the rise 


of Maratha education was inevitable to counter the Mogul system. 


2.3. The debate on Maharashtra-dharma: 


Maharashtra-dharma was essence of Maratha Swarajya and Maratha education in a 


distinct manner. 


Maharashtra-dharma stands on the border line of Indian nationalism and 
Hindutva and it echoes the regional character of the Hindutva, the essence of 
Indian Hindu religion. Annie Bezant a veteran freedom fighter founder of Home 
Rule Movement had stated that Hinutva is the essence of India and minus Hindutva 
India will be turned down into ashes. This means the Hindu way of life forms an 
inseparable part of Indian nation. In medieval India every existence of Indian 
nationhood was in danger and Shivaji tried to protect it with his power, energy and 
politics. Hence M.G.Ranade in his famous treatise the Rise of Maratha Power had 
proved that under the able leadership of Shivaji the rise of Maratha power 
exemplified what one may call the process of beginning of nation making. This is a 


very close analysis to Maharashtra dharma. 


M.G.Ranade wrote this book as answer to Grant Duff’s book The History 
of Marathas In this book he had interpreted that rise of Maratha power under 
Shivaji was just like skirmishes in the hills of Sayadri. He had pointed that it was a 


sudden explosion which was due to Shivaji’s leadership. But M.G.Ranade with his 
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serious efforts of scholarship had interpreted that the saints and prophets in 
Maharashtra had created substantial background for the rise of Maharashtra 
Dharma. A feeling of oneness, equality and brotherhood was created due to 
cultivation of mind made by saints and prophets like Chakradhar, Dyaneshwar, 
Namdeo, Eknath, Tukaram, Ramdas, Chokhamela and Gorakumbhar etc. All these 
saints and prophets came from different castes aia communities and they were 
able to sow seeds of awakening. The tree blossom and flourished under the 
leadership of Shivaji in the form of Maharashtra Dharma. After Shivaji’s 
coronation, Ramdas described it as “Udanda Jahale Pani, Swan Sandhya Karayaya. 
The Swaraj became Anandvana and people were able to enjoy freedom and liberty 
in the entire Deccan, covering part of Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra and Tamil 
Nadu. The works of saint Dyaneshwar and Tukaram crossed the borders of 
Maharashtra and attained popularity in Karnataka, Andhra as well as Tamil Nadu. 
The Marathwada Swaraj i.e. Maharashtra Dharma was benefited to all states in 


Deccan. 


The pioneer of Maratha historiography V.K.Rajwade has placed the 
concept of spiritual and medieval history. In the introduction to the first volume of 
the “Sources of Maratha History” Rajwade has pointed that when you are focusing 
on the character of any nation, you have to throw light on all round and varied 
aspects of national life. It includes various facets such as religion and morality, 
education, society, trade and commerce, agriculture, arts and crafts, law and order, 
political economy etc.(16) Sardesai has also pointed that Shjivaji used to make 
special provision for protecting temples and supporting centers of knowledge by 


providing them adequate grants. 
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Education was one of the prime factors of Maharashtra-dharma which 
helped to govern Maratha state in a healthy manner. Throughout the three centuries 
Marathas maintained their educational system as a parallel system to the Mogul’s 
and even the missionaries. The Bengal had fallen in 1757, after the battle of Plashi, 
but Marathas continued up to 1818 because of their strong political educational 


base. 


All these aspects of dharma included in medieval history and their 


classification focused moral and spiritual angle. 


Maharashtra-dharma includes the study of evolution of attitudes, values and 
convictions among people, their internal and external strengths can be evaluated 
and synthesized for understanding different latent aspects of Maharashtra-dharma 
and Maratha education, which has not been studied up till now. The study of 
education during Maratha period can be examined in this perspective. The solid 
and sound base of Maratha’s Hindvi Swarajya was based on their original 
educational system, which was evolved through Hindu tradition in a systematic 
manner. Hence Maratha Swarajya could sustain more than three centuries. The 
Swarajya was deeply rooted, developed and flourished on the basis of sound 


educational system. 


The motto of Hindvi Swarajaya established by Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
was foundation of Maharashtra Dharma, which can be treated as base of Maratha 
education. The concept of Maharashtra Dharma has been interpreted by Neelkanta 
Janardhan Keertane, V.K. Chiplunkar, Rajaram Shastri Bhagwat. These scholars 


have minutely studied Maratha’s socio economic and cultural aspects of life, which 
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have been used in this work. According to Setu Madhavrao Pagadei the concept of: 
Maharashtyradharma first appears in Gurucharitra which was written in the early 
medieval period. The roots of Maharashtradharma traced in Gurucharitra inspired 
hundreds of Maratha people to rise, awaken and actively particiapate in the process 
of nation! making. This can be carefully examined by avg schoarsly works 
made by these intellecturals. Prof. G.B.Sardar in his famous work the social 
outcome of Maratha saints has proved that the Maratha saints and prophets were 


responsible for bringing a rennisance to medieval Maharashtra. 


2.4. Review of literature 


While studying the history of education during the Maratha period, the available 


sources can be classified below: 
These books can be classified in the following three categories: 
(a) Basic works 
(b) Volumes on source material 
(c) Sanskrit sources 
(d) Foreign sources 


(a) Basic works: In this category different scholarly works completed by first 


line authors have been illustrated below: 


e Shivaji and his time these classic books written by Sir Jadunath Sarkar. 


This book is a firsthand biography of Shivaji. He has used Persian sources 
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while writing this book. When Sarkar studied history of Aurangzeb in four 
volumes, he was able to understand greatness of Shivaji Maharaj. (17) He 
decided to write a separate biography and the work was developed. Further 
he has also written another book The House of Shivaji which is based on 
source material he has used for writing Shivaji’s biography.(18) These two 
books and History of Aurangzeb are basic works which can help to gather 
basic information regarding educational system during Maratha period. 
Jadunath Sarkar had pointed that Shivaji was a great constructive genius 
that medieval India ever produced. He tried to establish a progressive state 
what modern welfare state aims to achieve. (19) He further pointed that 
Jadunath Sarkar rightly pointed that Shivaji was truly original explorer, the 
maker of new road in medieval Indian history, with no example or guide 
before him. When he choose to declare independence, the Mogul empire 
seems to be at the height of its glory.(20) The Shivaji and His Times is 
treated as classic contains 16 chapters, covering different aspects such as 
Land and people, boyhood and youth , first wars against Moguls and 
Bijapur, strenuous warfare, Shivaji and Jai Singh. The another phase of the 
book includes visit to Aurangzib, escape from Agra. Struggle between 
1667 to 1670 with Bijapur and Moghuls. The later part includes coronation 
ceremony, conquest over South Konkan and Kanara, naval enterprises, 
Invasion on Karnatak, The last phase of the book covers Shivaji’s relations 
with Portuguese and English, Govt. Institutions and policies, achievements, 
place and character of Shivaji are the unique aspects which Sardar has 


covered. The book is found very much useful for this research work. In this 
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chapter of Govt. institutions there are different aspects on military, finance 
and religion, but education is not covered. Hence this research topic has 
been undertaken. About the role played by Ramdas, Sardar has pointed that 
“Shivaji’s spiritual guide was Ramdas one of the greatest saints of 
Maharashtra. An attempt has been made in the present generation to prove 
that the Maratha national hero’s political ideal of an independent Hindi 
monarchy was inspired by Ramdas, but the evidence produced is neither 
‘adequate nor free from suspicion. The holy man’s influence on Shivaji was 
spiritual and not political.” The study ‘of Dasboth amply reveals that 
Ramdas had developed his philosophy of education which was followed by 
Maratha state in the practice of Maharashtra dharma. Though Sardar has 
not referred Maratha education system directly, but while discussing 
religious policy, reference has come towards his educational policies. 
Sarkar has pointed that “Shivaji’s religious policy as very liberal. He 
respected the holy places of all creeds in his raids and made endowments 
for Hindu temples and Muslim saints tombs and mosques alike. He not 
only granted pensions to Brahmin scholars, versed in the Vedas, 
astronomers and anchorites but also built hermitages and provided 
subsistence at his own cost for the holy men of Islam, notably Baba Yaqut 
of Keloshi. The lost Vedic studies were revived by him. About educational 
grants Sarkar has made some specific references such as one maund of rice 
was presented to a Brahman who had mastered one of the books of the 
Vedas, two maunds to a master of two books, and so on. (page 288-289) 


Every year assesement of scholarship was made in the month of Shrawan 
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and increment in the endowment was rationally improved Every year the 
Pandit Rao used to examine the schoalrss in the month of Shravan and 
increase or decrease their stipends according to their progress in study. 
Foreign pandists received presents in goods, local schoarls in food. Pandit 
Rao was the chief of the religious educational grants, which can be related 


to human resource development system of the times. 


G.S.Sardesai has written two volumes titled as The New History of 
Marathas. These two volumes cover the entire span of Maratha history 
from 1690 to 1818 from rise to the fall of Maratha empire. Further he has 
complied the History of Marathas as Marathi Riyasat in five volumes 
covering from Shivaji to last Peshwa. All these volumes help a great deal to 
understand educational system during Maratha period. Sardesai in the first 
volume Shakkarta Shivaji has rightly observed that Loyalty, creativity and 
abilities to impress others as well as consciousness of nation building were 
the qualities in Shivaji, like Napoleon. The atmosphere was already 
prevailing for Napoleon’s rise in Europe, but Shivaji had to create this 
atmosphere by his own efforts. (21) All these material complied by 
Sardesai is immensely useful for understanding salient features of Maratha 


education. 


Dr. S.M.Garge has edited all these volumes and has provided a new 
approach to the entire histsorical setting. In the volume I, recent research on 


Shivaji has been added, which has found useful to understand these facts. 
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Dr. Balkrishna Founder Principal of Rajaram College, Kolhapur has 
contributed three volumes titled as Shivaji the Great. His series of books 
has illustrated pragmatic administrative capacities of visionary like 
Chhatrapati Shivaji. The solid foundation of Maratha education can be 
witnessed in his writings. Dr. Balkrishna in his volumes rightly noted that 
Shivaji’s economic administration was of great care. While imposing taxes 
every care was taken to avoid losses. In the tax lay out of oils or cotton 
there use to be some decline in the final stage due to transportation or 
leakage. In order to avoid these losses a tax known as Deficit tax was 
imposed. (22) Such rare piece of information Balrishna provides very 
recently Dr. Jaysingh Pawar has republished Balrishna Felicitation volume 
in the wake of centenary celebrations of Balkrishna. This book is also 


useful for understanding vision of Shivaji’s educational policy. 


Sethu Madhavrao Pagadi has written a book Shiv Chhatrapati in English 
language. His book is based on Modi as well as Persian sources. He has 
also used travelers’ accounts to support his arguments. Pagadi in his book 
has observed that Shivaji was an able administrator who was having 
foresight to protect his state from foreign powers. He was ahead of his 
times and has been accailmed by Persian sources. Nusrati in his book 
Alinama has equally praised Shivaji for his in sight and vision.(23) Pagadi 
has also translated Bhimsen Saxena’s book Tarikhe Dillakusha in Marathi 
language. He has pointed that Bhimsen Saxena was court historian of 
Moguls and his writings are based on memory. He never refers to Shivaji’s 


coronation, which was a grand event.(24) Very recently Andhra Pradesh 
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Marathi Sahitya Parishad has published literature of Setu Mahavrao Pagadi 
in five volumes. In these volumes there are some books and articles which 
cover Shivaji’s period. There are also some Persian soruces translated in 


Marathi. These can also be useful for understanding this work. 


Dr. A.R.Kulkarni in his book Maharashtra Under the Age of Shivaji has 
highlighted political as well as socio economic conditions prevailing in 
Maharashtra. He has synthesized the administrative abilities and revenue 
system during the period of Shivaji. He has pointed that Village was 


epicenter of administrative systems in the 17" century. (25) 


P.C.Joshi’s work on Sambhaji has provided graphic account of the period. 
In his book Maratha administration during Sambhaji has been properly 
illustrated. He has pointed that “Sambhaji was a good administrator and a 


skilled general, who gave impartial justice to the subjects.” (26) 


(b) Volumes of source material: 


V.K.Rajwade has immensely contributed by editing several unpublished 
Maratha papers in his celebrated series of volumes titled as Marathanchya 
Itihasachi Sadhne. All these volumes include number of original sources 
such as letters, chronicles (Bakars) as well as a other secondary sources. All 
these volumes are very useful for understanding of Maratha educational 
system during the medieval period. It has been pointed that Shivaji was just 
brave and tolerant. He passed new laws, established new Maratha navy and 


settled new cities, he not only protected Swadharama but Swadesh and 
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Swabhasha also. The future generations of India owe to him a great deal. 


27) 


Shivaji’s letters. Chhatrapati Shivaji in his life time had continuous 
correspondence with his fellow men, other states, like Moguls, Adilshahi of 
Bijapur, Kutubshahi of Golkonda, Siddies of Janjira, English and 
Portuguese rulers. Letters of Shivaji have been edited by R.B.Oturkar, 
P.N.Deshpande, S.P.Pawar etc. All these published papers help a great deal 
to understand grants, facilities given for educators and their institutes. It has 
been pointed that these letters had immense value to illustrate socio cultural 
life of the period. Rajwade describes 17" century letters equal to the Vedic 


evidences.(28) 


Letters during the period of Sambhaji. S.N.Joshi has collected and 
complied correspondence of Chhatrapati Shivaji from 1680 to 1689. All 
these letters have been published by Bhartiya Ithihas Mandal, Pune. They 
are extremely useful for understanding of educational policy during the 


Sambhaji’s period. (29) 


Peshwa Daftar: Series of volumes have been published titled as “Peshwa 
Dafter which throw light on the Peshwa period on Balaji Vishwanath to 
Peshwa Bajirao II. G.S. Sardesai has carefully edited and published 45 
volumes on Peshwa Daftar, which are useful for study of Maraha 
education. All these sources help a great deal for understanding education 
during Peshwa period. Marathi Bakhars. There are as good as nine Bakhars 


of Maratha period are available covering Sabhasad Bakhar to 91 Kalmi 
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Bakhar. These Bakhars or chronicles are the memoires written by diplomats 
after the considerable time of different periods. However, information 
scattered in these Bakhars can be useful for the present work. (30) There 


are 


(c) Sanskrit sources: 


Poet Parmanand has written Sanskrit verses on Shivaji titled as Shiv 
Bharat. These texts throw considerable light on achievements of Shivaji the 
Great. About Sanskrit sources it has been pointed that Parmananda’s Shiv 
Bharat written in the form of epic and it has socio economic as well as 
educational contents. Sanskrit sources have been neglected and many 
Bakhar writers as well as Persian sources are prejudiced about Sambhajji. 
(31) Sambhaji was himself a Sanskrit scholar. A book Budha Bhushan 
which is on astrology is an indicator of his scholarly aptitude. In his royal 
Court Poet Kalasha was a prominent person. He has also written some 
prestigious Sanskrit books. These Sanskrit sources throw light on Maratha 


education. Shivde has observed that 


(d) Foreign sources: 


Cosmo de Garda was a Portuguese biographer of Shivaji and he has 
thrown light on different aspects of Shivaji’s achievements. About this 
valuable source, it has been pointed that Portuguese papers at Lisban and 


Evora throw light on Maratha period. (32) 
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The Portuguese diaries also provide information about trade, commerce and 
cultural exchange.. Dr. A.D.Pisurlekar has edited two volume on Sambhaji 
Portuguese relations. These Portuguese papers throw light on socio 


economic conditions during Sambhaji’s period. 


Foreign travelers: Number of foreign travelers visited Maharashtra during Maratha 


period. They include Tavernear, Henry of Osinden, Frances Grmin. All these 


accounts help a great deal for understanding Maratha education. About foreign 


travelers account it has been observed that French traveler’s such as Travernier, 


Bernier, Abe Kare, have thrown light on Maratha period. The book written by 


Barnier, has contained Shivaji’s illustration. (33) 


(e) Books on education: 


More than 10 books on history of education in India are available. Prof. 
J.P.Banerjee’s book History of Education is very much useful for 
understanding medieval education. Further, some of the books written on 
History of Education throw light on regional studies. About history of 
education in Mewar region it has been observed that In the medieval 
Mewar there was no criterion for appo9intment of a teacher. Appointment 
was based on ability and his oral publicity. (34) All these books will be 


used for documentation of history of education during Maratha period. 


The review of above books shows that Maratha education can be examined 


on the basis of crytialization of earlier published work as well as interpretation of 


Education During Maratha Period ... 61 


facts in the availbele primary as well as secondary soruces. Every care will be 


taken to understand to examine the authenticity of soruces. 


2.5. Comparison between Maratha and Mogul education 


The comparison between Maratha and Mogul education can help; us to understand 
positive aspects of Maratha education. V.K.Rajwade has pointed that in 1687 
during the period of Sambhaji there was drought situation and even prestigious 
people had to face difficulties. (35) In such situation education was in difficulties. 
However, in normal conditions education was promoted by Maratha rulers. In 
comparison in two systems of education, following aspects can be described 


below: 


' 


e The Mogul education was religious in characier It was imparted by Mulla 
Maulavis, in Madarsaj, which were attached to religious prayer houses. In 
Deccan during the Baridshahi of Bidar, Mohd. Gavan had established 
Madarsa which was meant for religious education. The Maratha education 
was also religious and it was based on Hindu tradition. The Acharya or 
priest was giving education to the learners. G.H.Khare has pointed that 
“The Islamic principles of religion, culture were distinct from Hindu 
tradition. The Bahujan Samaj was all comprehensive and was leading 
towards co-existence. (36) Thus Maratha education was liberal than the 


Mogul one. 


e The Mogul education was based on Quran and other Persian texts. Maratha 
education was based on Sanskrit text as well as other religious books. The 


working knowledge of mathematics as well as education of warfare was 
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given to the members of royal family. Sabhasad Bakhar has narrated that 
Shivaji was given education by Dadaji Konddeo about early methods of 


warfare (37) 


The Mogul tradition was rigid and Maratha tradition was based on oral 
education. Kirtan, Pravachan and reading of scriptures was informal 
method of education. (38) Shivaji was knowing Marathi as well as Kannad 
and Hindustani language. Manuchi the Italian traveler had conduced 
dialogue with Shivaji in Hindustani language when he was at Agra fort. 
(39) Knowing many languages was a fascination for ruling class. 


However, the Mogul rulers were using Persian and Hindustani languages. 


Along with religious stories, epics like Ramayana, Mahabharat, books on 
polity, Dandaniti, and many arts and sciences were also imparted. 
However, Mogul education was based on principles of Islamic religion and 


state. 


Donations were given by rulers for the religious education both by 
Marathas and Moguls. Moguls were much favoring towards Islamic 
institutes, However, Shivaji was liberal enough to give donations to both 
Muslims and Hindus. In the Shivaji’s Mudra, or royal seal it was implied 
that ‘Mudra Badhaya Rajte’ which means the state of Shivaji should strive 
hard for the betterment of welfare of all people. (40) Maratha education 
also aimed to attain welfare of all people. Hence donations were given to 


Hindus, Muslims as well as Christian missionaries for their betterment. 
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2.6. Maratha education policy and Vedic traditions 


In the Maratha education policy social and cultural education was essence of the 
state in order to protect the Maratha nationhood or Maharashtra-dharma. The 
Maratha education was streamlined properly. In a letter written to Sambhaji by 


Saint Ramdas which has been insisted to protect Maharashtradharma. 


The saints and prophets had accelerated the process of’ socialization. 
H.S.Shinolikar has pointed that Ramdas embodied aspirations of upper classes like 


Brahmins and Kshtriyas for the carving of the state. (41) 


The Maratha education was liberal and tolerant enough to adjust all castes 
and communities. A.R.Kulknari has pointed that Though Shivaji was Hindu, yet 
his policies were liberal enough towards others. It was a welfare state and 
attainment of welfare was achieved without looking into caste, community or 
religious bias. (42) Jedhe Karina has endorsed the concept of Maharashtra and it 
was appealed to achieve welfare by positive approach by all. The 91 Kalam 
Bakhar has referred that Maloji had worship Shahasharif Darga at Ellora and had 
two sons Shahaji and Sarfoji which means Marathas were not against Muslims, but 
they were against their tendencies. Moral and ethical values were core of Maratha 
education. Shivaji treated women and orphans with liberal modest way Khafikhan 
the Mogul historian has praised Shivaji for his moral high moral values, which was 


a outcome of Maratha education system. 
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2.7. Origin and development of Maratha education and 


nation building 


Shivaji respected women’s sanctity and strength. The position of women is a 
determinant of cultural life of the time. (43) The status of Maratha women shows 
that Shivaji’s policy was based on equality and status to women. In the medieval 
period women was not much free and was given secondary treatment. There was 
a joint family system and women was the part of the social tradition. Child 
marriages polygamy prevailed in the period. In the Maratha period royal women 
were getting education even in the Peshwa period. Members of royal families like 
Shinde, Peshwa, Holkar, Patwardhan, Dabhade, Gaikwad were getting basic 
education. Education about Warfare and riding on horses was also provided to the 
members of royal families. The administrative participation of women was part of 
education. Jijau and Tarabai were not only watching administration, but they were 
responsible in the process of decision making (44) Further in the Peshwa period 
dominant women’s were Jijabai Holkar, Radhabai and Gopikabai, and Anandibai 
in the Peshwa house and Annubai Ghorpade, Daryabai Bhosle, Laxmibai and 
Yamunabai Shinde, Umabai Dabhade, Tulsabai Holkar, etc. were prominent 
Maratha women who were participating in Martha administration. They were 


courageous efficient and dynamic in their political roles. 


The origin of Maratha education lies in the Aurangzeb’s religious 
fanaticism. The Maratha education flourished through schools, religious education 
centers, as well as informal education through the means of Pravachana and Kirtan. 


The series of saints and prophets in Maharashtra played a vital role in social 
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awakening. N.G.Ranade has pointed that Saints and prophets sown the seeds of 
awakening, The tree blossomed and flourished during Maratha period. The 
establishment of Swarajya in 1674 was possible only due to well organized 
educational system. The Shivaji’s coronation was a point of fulfillment and it was 
a dawn of awakening. Ramdas described it as water was made available for 
religious purposes and people were enjoying at hisnapbinwes abode of happiness. 
Sardesai had pointed that Gagabhatta was prominent scholar who advocated 
coronation of Shivaji. (45) Justice M.G.Ranade had pointed that the rise of 
Maratha power exemplified what one may call a beginning of the process of nation 
making. Thus Maratha education was at the base of entire process. Shivaji not only 
attained Swarajya for Maharashtra but he extended fruits of Swarajya to Tamilnadu 
and Karnataka as well as Andhra. A letter written to Yenkoji advises him to 
capture the Hindu thrown of Vijaynagar, which was under Muslim. (46) The 
Portuguese papers compare Shivaji with Cesar and Alexander and appreciates his 


diplomacy, shift and military genius. (47), 


Thus Shivaji’s abilities were proved to be great deal due to his leadership 


and base was Maratha education. 


2.8. Summary 


Wilkinson and Bhandarkar have rightly observed that “Conventionally, historical 
documents deal with events of the past about which the main source of information 
is documentary.” (48) In historical research collection of sources is the prime cand 
challending task. Furhter it reqwuries to evolve a phase of corroboration, 


interpretation and analysis. Synthesis of soruce material has to be done by 
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assimilating them and correlating them in search of new line of action. In the 
histsorical research already avaible and publsiehd sources which are scattered here 
and there needs to be interpreted in a new anagle. Pointed by ECH Car, histsorical 
sociology is a new discipline which is based on interpretation of facats. In this 
work all documents of Maratha period will be examined for study of Maratha 
education system in sociological perspective. It has been further observed that 
“Historical data may be employed by a sociologist interested in testing the general 
propositions about the process of long term social changes.” (49) The education 
system under Maratha period has undergone many changes and requires 
sociological approach to study it, because the methodological pursuits would not as 
far as possible, make use of conventional type of historical materials even in 
connection with the study of social change.” (50) Hence this new approach is 


developed in this work. 


Before the British established a new system of education in India both the 
Hindus and the Muslims had their own systems of education. But both the systems 
went into oblivion gradually and suffered a setback because of political turmoil 
and lack of a strong centralized political authority and want of suitable patronage. 
However, in Maharashtra Swarajya sustained up to 1818 because of Maratha 
education system which was based on values and self respect, which was the 


backbone of Maratha education policy. 


The Maratha education system can be characterized on the basis of three 


glearing aspects as noted below; 
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e The Maratha education was self sufficient and it was based on own values 


and own policies of Maharashtra Dharma. 


e Maharashtra dharma was close to Hindutva the essence of Indian religion 


and it was developed as a counter part to imposing Islamic culture. 


e Both formal and informal system of education prevailed during the Maratha 
period. However informal system of education was more effective than 
that of the formal system education. Methods of Kirtan, Prawachan were 


more effectively for inculcating values. 


The educational system of Shivaji and Peshwas was much similar to each 
others. Both the systems were based on moral and spiritual values. In the period os 
Shivaji a frame work of Maratha’s educational policy was laid down and the same 
was strengthened during Peshwas period. As Jadhunath Sarkar has praised the 
Shivaji’s method of assessment and endowment awrded to scholars the later British 
reporters have also praised Peshwas educational policy for making eduction 
available at the nook and cornor of Maharashtra both by developing own system as 
well as involving the elite class in the building of eeuctional system. These classes 
not only developed Peshwas educational system but also supported it by providing 
their falicials structures and wadas for setting Sanskrit learning centers of higher 
education. In the Peshwa period there were two types of educational institutions, 
one was focusing on primary education and the other was mainly responsible for 
promoting higher learning based on Samnskirt texts. This was mainly caring and 
concentrating on Indian polity, science of justice, Ayurveda, astrology and Dand 


sanhita, the study of judicial courts. Due to such provisions in the period of 
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Madhavrao Peshwa a judge of high repute like RamShastri Prabhune could make 
head way in the system which can be described as an outcome of Maratha 
educational policy. The role of Pandit Rao in the Shivaji’s period was further made 
effective by Peshwas by donating special endowments for promotion of Sanskrit 
scholarship which was not possible in the medieval darkness. The true success of 
Maratha education depends on setting the Maratha educational policy for evolution 
of Maratha wisdom, which appeared due to the diplomatic achievements of genius 
like Nana | Fadavnis. The Maratha system of education produced hjigh class 
diplomats like Madhadji Shinde,, Malharrao Holkar, Ranoji Shinde, Udaji Pawar 


and Sayajirao Gaikwad, which was outcome of sound Maratha educational system. 


Thus in this chapter salient features of medieval educational system have 
been explained. In the beginning the legacy of Sultan and Mogul period, the 
crumbling education in the darkness of medieval period has been explained. 
Further debate on Maharashtra-dharma has been highlighted and review of 
literature has been presented. Further comparison between Maratha and Mogul 
education has been made and special light has been thrown on period of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji, Chhatrapati Sambhaji as well as the Peshwa period. Covering 
a wide spectrum of educational system, prevailing from 1630 to 1818 qualitative 
distinction between the Mogul and Maratha education has been sharply focused. In 
this chapter finally the success of Maratha educational system as a backbone of 
nation building has been described at length. This chapter further stresses origin 
and development of Maratha system of education both primary as well as the 
higher education. Shivaji had specially cared for Sanskrit education of his sons 


Sambhaji and Rajaram. Huge donations given to Sanskrit Pathshalas and Vedic 
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centers of learning are the testimony of this phenomenon. A.R. Kulkarni has given 
many examples of promotion of Sanskrit learning centers by Shivaji. Even in the 
Sambhaji’s period Sanskrit was promoted. Sambhaji himself had written a book a 
Budha Bhushan which was based on astronomy. Thus it must however, be 
mentioned that there is a need of rewriting Maratha history of education which was 
based on values and principles. Climate of Swarajya was created through this 
formal and informal education. On the background the darkness in the medieval 
period the Maratha education was self illuminating. It had borrowed spirit of 
awakening from ancient tradition, the search light of Maratha education looms 
large due to its own vision and philosophy. The genius moon light of Shivaji 
described by Sardesai as Subhudhicha Chandrama was evolved on the basis of 
serious efforts made by saints, prophets and philosophers. As French Revolution 
could have never occurred without philosophers like Russo and Bodin, the Maratha 
swaraj could never have been possible without the spiritual revolution of 
Dyaneshwar, Tukarm and Ramdas. The light of education which was a beaconing 
force was continued by Sambhaji, Rajaram and later on by later Peshwa rulers. 
Marathas could sustain up to 1818 against the British East India Company, because 
they had well developed political, social and educational system. The solid 
foundation of Maratha education was laid down by Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, 


who was a greatest constructive genius that medieval India had ever produced. 
In the next chapter education in Chhatrapati Shivaji’s period is highlighted. 
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CHAPTER - III 


EDUCATION UNDER CHHATRAPATI SHIVAJI 


3.1. Introduction 


Dr. Balkrishna has described Shivaji as the great and he has contributed four 
volumes on the achievements of this genius ruler. Shivaji’s achievements have 
different fecets and education was one of these significant facets. Shivaji’s 
progressive policies can be observed in his pragmatic educational policy. Bhimji 
Parekh a trader from Kathiyawad was promoted by Shivaji for initiating printing of 
religious books and Shivaji had promoted his efforts to publish oriental sankrit 
works systematically. However, scanty references except few letters in Bombay 
Archaves, cannot throw much light on this fact. However it is sufficient to state 
that Shivaji was innovative, creative, and always supported new experiments in the 
field of education. Hence he has prepared a Gazettee for Maratha administration. 
Shivaji’s educational policy, principles, and practices have been discussed in this 


chapter. 


The period of Chhatrapati Shivaji was responsible for establishing Hindvi 
Swarajya not only in Maharashtra but also in Deccan. Jadunath Sarkar has rightly 
pointed that “Shivaji’s State policy, like his administrative system was not very 
new. From time immemorial it had been the aim of the typical Hindu king to set 
out early every autumn to ‘extend his kingdom’ at the expense of his neighbors.” 
(1) Education is one of the major aspects in which the future right perspective of 


Shivaji can be witnessed. 
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Manu’s vision of state was rightly brought in practice by Shivaji the Great. 


His welfare concept was core of the subjects’ ideas. 


Jadunath Sarkar seems irrational when he has pointed that “There was no 
attempt at well thought out and organized communal improvement, spread of 
education or unification of the people, either under Shivaji or under the Peshwas. 
The cohesion of the people in the Maratha State was not organic but artificial, 
accidental, and therefore, precarious. “(2) Actually the Marathas had not at all 


precarious and solace to development of education and culture is a misnomer. 


In this chapter attempt has been made to prove the genius of Maratha’s 
educational system in a new light source material. The Sanskrit soruces and 
English soruces bring us to the ne vision of understanding Maratha eduction. In the 
time span constrints Shivaji had his own vision and he cared for eduction as the 
backbone of Hindvi Swaraj. His spiritual Guru Ramdas had established Mathas as 
centers of his schools to promote Maharshtradharma, which not only increased the 
Maratha pride, but also developed parallel system of eduction. In this chapter 


especially new light hass been thrown on Shivaji’s policy of education. 
3.2. Characteristics of Maratha Education under Shivaji 


The rise of Maratha power was possible due to geographic conditions at the time. 
According to Bakal these geographic conditions have helped Marfathwas to carve 


their their indepenenet state. (3) 


Sabhasad has narrated that Shivaji and his fellowmen had taken a oath of 


Swaraj at Rovideshwar temple in the hilly ranges of Sayandri. The oath mentioned 
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that the foundation of Hindvi Swaraj was implied by setting an independent Swaraj 
and this is in the mind of Shri the spiritual power. The Hindu eduction begans with 
Shreeganeshayan Maha and the mention of Shree in the oath of Swaraj seems 
meaningful. The Maratha novels in the 17 century were having lust of Vatans. (4) 
Shivaji ended the Vatandari system and provided scope for merit and justice based 
on their own talents and these talents were developed through the Maratha 
eduction and character. The Maratha eduation was mainly focusing on 
development of Gurilla warefare. The Maratha education embedded spirit of 
warefare among the youth of all castes and creed, which laid to the participation of 
youth in the nation making. This led to the ashriing to the new age, epcho making 
foundtation of Maratha swaraj as Hindi Swasraj in broder sense was poissble. (5) 
Thus the rise development, and participation of Maratha youths in the army was 
possbiele due to Maratha educational system. Prior to the rise of Maratha power, 
Maharashtra was suffering from any problems. There was ignorance, superstitions, 
as well as complications added due to lack of transportation and means of 
communcition. There were no good roads, neither there were faciltieis of transfer 
of people from one place to another. Above all the major crisis was moral and 
ethical. People had lost confidence and there was no characaater in the society. (6) 
The Maratha eduction system under Shivaji was mainly responsible for restoring 
these declining values at the high status. The Maratha educational system had thus 
provided moral and ethical base to the declining social system. Dr. A.R.Kulkarni 
has further rightly pointed that in this area very significant role was played by 
saints and prophets. In the four centuries, earlier to the foundation of Swaraj these 


saints and prophets tried to protect moral values in the declining society which was 
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mainly suffering from ciaos of values (7) Ramdas in his treatiese Dasbodh has 
pointed that Brahmins had lost the concentration on learning, they were becoming 
corrupt. The Kshetriyas had lost their brightness of Khastra, i.e. fighting spirit. The 
traders and Shudrasa were also able to understand their role. Many of them were 
converting to Turk religion. (8) On this background in order to maintain the 
character of people, through formal and informal eduction there was need to 
elevate moral and spiritual values in the wake of Islamic invasion. Shivaji’s serious 
efforts of eduction were responsible for bringing a change in the syserm. He aimed 
to develop a new vision Maharashtradahra was a new way of life, a new vision and 
new outlook based on Marathas educational policies, which were evolved during 
the coruse of historiacla dynamics in the period of four centuries. The evoltuionof 
Maratha educational philosophy is thus based on Shivaji’s reading of 
circumstances based on his own vision and his own perception, which is classified 


and crytalized in the following salient features. 


Shivaji created a Maratha defense system — fort structures and naval power. 
Jadunath Sarkar has pointed that “Every fort and outpost was placed under three 
officers of equal satatus viz., the havladar, the sabnis and the sar-i-naubat, who 
were to act jointly.” (9) This was posbile on the basis of well organized military 
system. Shivaji had initiated and developed an effective training system for the 
army. It has been pointed that “The Havladar and sar-i-haubat were selected from 
the Maratha caste and the subnis from the Brahmans so that one caste served as a 
check upon another and thse Kayastha’s were assisned the work of account 
writing. (10) Thus the division of laboru and specialization was character of 


Maratha army. It has been pointed further that “All soldiers, whether musketeers, 


Education During Maratha Period... 79 


4 


spearmen, archers or swordsmen, were recruited only after a careful personal 
inspection by Shivaji himself and taking security for every new soldeier from the 
men already in his service.” (11) Thus recruitment and training was perfect and 
army was rightly trained in well performing their duties effectively;. The 
Maratha’s expeditions were based on their achievements. It has been pointed that 
“Eight months were to be passed in such expeditions aborad. On their return to 
their own frontier in Vaishakh the whole army was to be searched, the property 
found was to be compared with the old list, andf the excess was to ;be deducted 
from their salary. Any one secreting any booty was liable to punishment on 
detection by the genral.” (12) Such careful arrangements prove that Maratha’s 


educational system was bassed on discipline and fair play. 


The Rajvyahara Kusha was prepared by Raghunath Hanumante, who was 
Amatya in the court of Shivaji and every case was taken to develop viable and 
alternative administrative system. The work is also known as Rajkosh or Nigantu 
In the period of Shivaji in the adminsitrativfe system Persian and Arabi words were 
mostly dominated and Shivaji wanted to develop local alternative words and 
Hanumante completed this challenging task by taking help of Dudiraj Laxman 
-Yasa. This work throws light on military system, banking and financial, 
administrative officers role. Thus this work is a classical contribution of Shivaji’s 
period and it was close to the modern Padnam Kosh. (13) The Rajviyahara Kosh 
has illustrated various dimentions of Shivaji’s altertness in administration. 
A.R.Kulkarni has pointed that Rajvyahara Kosh has described minute arraagments 
of fort protection. The inner side of the fort known as Balekilla is described in 


RVK as Aditaka and in spite enemies entruy in the fort, the loyal solders were 
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protecting Machi and Balekilla or Aditaka strongly. This resistance was part of the 
Marthas persistant efforts. (14) Furtrher more details of RVK amply testify 


Shivaji’s educational policy. 


Promotion of Sanskruit lanauge and literature was an important character 
of the Maratha eduction. Every care was taken to promote Sanskrit language as a 
vehicle of Indian culture. The favourable conditions and stability to the state was 
responsabile for writing of scholarly works on epics, Ramayana and Mashabharata, 
as well as Vedant philosophy and astrology as well as Dharmashastra. A book on 
administration was also possible due to stable poltical rule. (15) Poet Parmanand 
who wrote Shivbharat was promoted by Shivaji. Later on Jayram Pinde has been 
credited for writing Parnalayaparvat Grahanadkhiyan,. Further Keshev Pandit a 
diplomat of the period of Shivaji had written Dandaniti (Science of politics). 
Radhamadhav Vilas Champu was also written in the period of Shivaji. Due to the 
foundation of Maratha state, scholars were able to get peace and concentration for 
writing such works of high dignity. Thus Sanskrit language and scholars in the 
field of endology were promoted by Shivaji’s Free State and that was not possible 


under Moguls. 


Studies and scholarship in Hindu religious books were promoted which was 
not possible in the mogual period. Bhimji Parekh a trader of Kathiawad was 
responsible for printing of some religious books in 1672. A.K. Priyolkar has 
pointed that Shivaji might have promoted him for publication of such books. (16) 
G.H.Khare an emient Maratha History scholar has argued that being in the same 


period Shivaji might have promoted Bhimji Pareskh for setting a printing press to 
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publish books on Hindu religions. A paper found in Bombay archieves has noted 
that Bhimji wanted to publish some books of Bramanical religion and one printer 
Henrry Hills was sent from UK for 25 sterling pounds per month. However, no 
printed material is available pbusliehde by Pareksh. It seems books like Geeta 
might have been published by him and Shivaji;s inspiration and moral support 


might be behind these model efforts. 


Shivaji’s religious policy was tolent for religion and his Yogashem of the 
state was equally balanced towards all religion. His religious policy was thus based 
on Sarwabhuti samdrishti. (17) At the instance, Ramdas has described Swarajya as 
“Anandbhuwan” and claimed that after coronation the water was made free for 
religious rituals as well as social freedom. (18) Religious freedom was character of 
Maratha education. In Jedhe Karina it is stated that this is Maharashtra state and 
all have to share for the betterment of the people by raising confidence of all. (19) 
This letter was written by Shivaji after Afzal khan episode in 1659. Shivaji was 
neither secular nor he was propagator of single religion, but he was toleresnt 


towards other religions. (20) His eduation policy was equally on these lines. 


Shivaji’s educational policy was based on enterprizization of society. 
Factories were established on fort Raigad for creating network of trade and 
commerce as a parallel and untenable arrangement of medieval trade against the 
British East India Company’s network. The flourishing Maratha forts in the 
Konkan have been referred as Choul Dhabhol, Kalyan, Biwandi, Vengurla, Pen. 
These centres have been described in English Factory records also. (21) Small 


entprenuers of the Maratha period were Balutedars and Allutedars, who were 
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serving in the interest of farmers by providing them useful tools and techniques of 
agricutlrue. (22) Thus Maratha education was equally supporting professional and 
vocational aspects. Small enterprenuers were working at rural level and they were 
part of the village economy. Village schools trade and commerce and industries 
were linked together and medieval villages in the period Shjivaji were more 


prosperous and happy than that of mogul period. 


Knowing many lanauges was a benefit of Maratha education system. 
Shivaji himself stayed in Banglore for one year and might be knowing Kannad 
language also. (23) Sardesai also in Marathi Riyasat has stated that Shivaji was 
having functional knowledge of many Indian languages. It has been pointed that 


Shivaji knew Sanskrit Persian and Kanada languages (24) 


Continuous informal education was character of saints and prophets 
religious rennisance. Sarkar has he role played by Saints and prophets in Maratha 
period was possible and it was responsible for the flourishing Maharashtra State. 
M.G.Ranade has pointed that seeds were sown and the tree was blossomed due to 
the role played by Maharashtra saints and prophets.” (25) The mass education was 
base of Swarajya. It has been pointed that “Literataure afforded another bond of 
union in Maharaashtra. Its themse were taken from the ancient scriptures and epics 
which are the common heritage of all the Hindus.” (26) The names of Tukaram, 
Ramdas, Vaman Pandit, Eknath still retain their ascendency over the midns of the 
people of Maharashtra. (27) Further it has baeen observed that “The fairs held at 
the chief places of pilgrimage on particular holy days tended to foster a sense of 


Hindu unity, like the national games of ancient Greece, though to a lesser extent 


Education During Maratha Period... 83 


becasxe caste has always remained withus a disintegrating force.These shrines 
became distributing centers of cult and culture and tended to bresak down tribal or 
parochial narrowness though imperceptibly. (28) The role of sanits and prophets 
can be campared to 16" century renainancae in Europe. (29) There was no conflict 


beteen king and religious system in the 17" century Maharshtra. (30) 


3.3. Personal education of Shivaji: 


Chhatrapati Shivaji’s early life was shaped by his mother Jijabai and Guru Dadaji 


Konddev (former Kulkarni of Malthan) 


Shivaji’s mentor Dadaji was very honest, able and efficient administrator 
who had imparted him lesions of public administration. (31) He was responsible 
for fostering values of culture, religion and nationhood. (32) He had promoted 
basic knowledge of epics, Ramayana, Mahabharata, Indian polity, Marathi classic 
work like Dyaneshwari was also introduced to him. Dadaji had promoted 
knowledge regarding physical geography of western India, which was basic for 
enabling Guerilla teaching of warfare. He had also correlated Shivaji’s wave length 


with common men and especially youths of his times. (33) 


About Shivaji’s education during his childhood Jadunath Sarkar has rightly 
noted that “On the subject of Shivaji’s education, Sabhasad is silent. The 91 Qalmi 
Bakhar, 21, tells us that ‘Dadaji trained Shivaji and appointed an excellent teacher 
for him. In short time Shiva became skilled in wrestling, riding and other 
accomplishments. The weight of evidence is in favor of the view that Shivaji was 
unlettered, like three other heroes of medieval India — Akbar, Haidar Ali and Ranjit 


Singh.” (34) 
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It has been rightly observed that “The many Europeans who visited him 
never saw him write anything, when they presented any petition to him; the Rajah 
always passed it on to his ministers to be read to him. No piece of writing in his 


own hand is known to exist.” (35) 


It is true that “But though he may not have been able to read boos, he 
certainly mastered the contents of the two great Hindu epics by listening to 


recitations and story-telling.” (36) 


It has been pointed that “The noble examples of doing and suffering, of 
action and sacrifice, of military skill and statecraft, which the stores of Rama and 
the Pandavas afford, the political lessons and moral maxims with which these 
pieces are filled, deeply impressed his young mind.The impact of high ideas of 
Hindu polity was a predominant character of saskaras which he received from his 


mother Jijabai.” (37) 


It has been rightly stated that “He loved to distraction religious readings 
and songs (Kirtan) and sought the society of Hindu and Muslim saints wherever he 


went.” (38) 


Sarkar has further observed that “The want of book learning, therefore, did 
not leave his mind a dull and sterile soil, nor impair his efficiency as a man of 


action in a world that was medieval.” (39) 


Jijabai was more effective during Shivaji’s early days because she was 
responsible for carving nationalism in Shivaji’s mind. The Sanskaras were 


imparted by her. The simple living and high thinking was the base of her life. (40) 
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She was a Yogini and had all the qualities expected by Indian Hindu Chronicles for 
an ideal mother. The education of Shivaji clearly reveals that it was systematic, 


well planned and was having an impact of moral and ethical values. 


Thus character building was mission of Maratha education. Shivaji 
believed in happiness of subject was really the happiness of king. This was ancient 
philosophy of ancient Indian polity prevailing from the period of Kautiliya. (41) 
Furthesr it has been pointed that the moral base being strong Shivaji never tried to 
compromise or surrender at any crutial stage .( 42) Further Shivaji has instructed 
his army, not to disturb the public life or even not to touch the stake of vegetables, 
which would disturb the public life. (43) All these were reflections of personal 


moral bearings that were developed by Shivaji in his early age. 


The opinions of Grant Duff and Jadunath Sarkar cannot be accepted that , 
Shivaji was illiterate, because Parmanand in Shivbharat has described that when 
Shivaji was six years old, Pantoji was appointed for special education of the prince 
and Dadoji took every care that Shivaji should equally get primary military 
education such as horse riding and fencing. (44) Hence the argument of 
A.R.Kulkarni seems rationale and we cannot place Shivaji in the lines of Akbar 
and Ranjit Singh. (45) Shivaji was able to learn basic alphabets and had a grasp 
the decipher of letters quickly and intelligently then his fellow class mates. (46) 
Shivaji’s father Shahaji was equally learned and was patron of art and literature. 
Eminent scholars, like Jairam Pinde, Musician Makarandkar Deo were in his court. 
In the book Radhamadhav vilas Champu a list of 50 schlars of the court of Shahaji 


hasa been given. (47) Shahahi was schoar of Sanskrit language and he wasa 
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participating in a intelectural debates in Sanskrit language. In the book 
Parnalparvatgrahaakyanam, Jairaj Pinde calls himself as disciple of Chhatraipati 
Shahaji. Sambhaji also was son of Shivaji, and was also Sasnskurit scholar. The 
book Budhbhushan has been assigned . him. Kulkarni has rightly observed that 
son of Shahaji and father of Sambhaji Chhatrapati Shivaji cannot be described as 
unletter. (48) Shivaji’s Sanskrit knowledge is reflected in naming of forts such as 
Raigad, Vishalgad, Vijaydurg etc. The names of forts given by Shivaji such as 
Raigad, Vishalgad, Vijaydurg amply testify this phenomenon. Italian traveler 
Manuchi who had met Shivaji with Jaysingh was highly impressed by Shivaji’s 
scholarship. Without taking any help of interpreter, Shivaji had asked him some 
interesting questions in Hindustani language. Shivaji had firmly believed in the 
words of Jaysingh at the visit of Agra. (49) This shows that Shivaji was well 
educated and highly sophisticated. The English Factory records and Duch records 
have stated that Shivaji was personally reading letters and handing it over to his 
ministers. Further reference has been made that Shivaji had personally written a 
letter to the officer. (50) All these references show that Shivaji was thoroughly 
literate. Further he had received informal eduction through Kirtans and 
Pravachanas in the compny of his mother Jijabai. In one of the letters of Sanit 
Ramdas it has been referred that numerous pandit poets and puranik Vaidic scholar 
were in the context of Shivaji. (51) This reference also endorses Shivaji’s 
scholarship and his abilities to deliberate in the august meetings of scholars of the 
contemporary world. Thus it is clear that Shivaji possessed both physical and 
intellectural stsrength as a base of his personality and he was able to rise over his 


times as an able leader light and protecter of millions of Indians who were 
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suffering in the medieval system. The Marathas educational system can be thus 
highlighted on the basis of eduction received and imparted by the mentor of the 
Maratha state which later on described as Hindvi Swaraj. He tried to share fruits of 
education to all because he himself had enjoyed these fruits of eduction 
deliciously. All these discussions bring us to the conclusion that Shivaji was not 
illiterate, as projected by Grant Duff and Jadunath Sarkar, but he was equally 
literate and highly intelligent enough because he was guiding Asthapradhans or his 
8 ministers due to his super intellence and scholarship. Sarkar has obsered that His 
earliest administrative countil in the days of Dadaji Konddev was composed of 
four officers only. When in 1647 Shiva became his own master, he added a Master 
of the Horse and a second Dabir to the above four. By 16784, the number of 
ministers had risen to eight, which continued till his death. (52) This political 
participation and division of work made by Shivaji is a witness of his scholarship 
and highest evolution of his political knowledge. It has been observed that “This 
council of eight ministers, call the ashta pradhan was in no sense a cabinet. Like 
Louis XIV and Frederick the Great, Shivaji was his own prime minister and kdept 
all the strings of the administration in his own hands. (53) The role of ministers 
was mere advisory and every decision was finalized by Shivaji the Great. Being 
educated and highly sophisticated Shivaji never became a dictator, but he was 
always taking decisions consulting with his ministers. Dr. Balkrishna has opined 
that Shivaji had raised the salary of ministers in order to avoid irregularities and 


corruption in the system. 


" The Hindu values of education and mutual life were truly manifested in the 


personality of Chhatrapati Shivaji and his entire life was based on that values. 
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Shivaji was able to fight with all these enemies systematically based on sound 


moral base. Thus Shivaji’s education was well planned and well designed. 


3.4, Edeucation of Prince Sambhaji: 


Like Shivaji Prince Sambhaji was also well educted and highly sophisticated, 
which is an example of highly developed Maratha educational system. Shivaji had 
cared eduction of Sambjhai and Rajaram.When Sambaji had completed 13 years of 
his age, he was direcrted by Shivaji to complete eduction in the field of arts, 
administration, warfare, polity, etc. Keshav Pandiat was specially appointed to 
teach Sambhaji in the areas of archery, music, ramayan, Puranas, History, 
grammer, poetry etc. (54) In this year Shivaji had entrusted the responsibility of 
administering the duties of Prince in the initial stage. In the same year, Dharrao 
Nibalkar was assigned to provide pen, ink, paper and assistant to proceed ahead in 
the completion of Sambhaji’s education. (55) Sambhaji was patron of Sanskrit and 
Hindi literature. Reputed scholars like Keshav Pandit, Gagabhatta, Poet 
Maheshdas, and Poet Kalash were in the court of Sambhaji (56) He had received 
education in some learned centers of education at Mathura. He was also having a 
hobby of writing Hindi poems. Sambhaji had written two books Navshikha and 
Nayika Bhed, which are testimony of his schorship. (57) In 1677 Sambhaji wrote 
a book Budh Bhushan. It seems he had a good command over Sanskrit language. 
(58) In 1677-78 when Sambhaji was in Sringarpur, Keshav Pandit had taught him 
Dandaniti and epics Ramayan. (59) Umaji Pandit and Keshav Butt were specially 
appointed to educate Sambhaji. Further Jijau mother of Shivaji was also taking 


care of Sambhaji’s eduction.(60) Rajaram the second son of Shivaji was also 
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highly educted. Up to 11 years, he was with Shivaji and was getting religious 
eduction by by assigned Puranik at home. (61) On 5 April 1689, after the fall of 
Raigad, Rajaram had written letters to Maratha nobles to fight against mogul 
invasion. These letters are signed by Rajaram and they bear his signatrure, which 


reveals that Rajaram was properly educated and highly sophesticatred. (62) 


3.4.Shivaji’s vision of Maratha Education: 


Shivaji aimed to establish welfare state. The royal seal of Shivaji was meaningful 
“The State of Shivaji is going to be ever increasing like the moon of Purnima. The 
state of Shahaji’s son Shivaji will strive hard to attain welfare of the people. The 
Maratha education was part of this welfare activity. Sarkar has rightly observed 
that”He was truly an original explorer, the maker of a new road in mediaeval 
Indian History with no ecamiple or guide before him.” (63) The Maratha education 
based on Maharashtra Dharma was his real contribution which remained a base of 
his state. It has been rightly pointed by Jadunath Sarkar that “his success can be 
explained only by an analysis of his political genius. First and foremost he 
possessed that unfailing sense of reality in politics, that recognition of the exact 
possibilities of his time, which Cavour defined as the essence of statesmanship. His 
daring was tempered and guide by an instinctive perception of how far his actual . 
resources could carry him, how long a certain line of action or policy was to be 
followed, and where he must stop. For the lack of this political insight his rash son 
Sambhaji came to a miserable end and undid the work of Shivaji’s life.” (64) The 
insight of Shivaji was also responsible for promoting Maratha education and 


scholarship through his system. Sarkar rightly pointed that “Shivaji possessed the 
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‘true master’s gift of judging character at sight and choosing the fittest instruments 
for his work. This is proved by the successful execution of his orders by his agents 
in his absence.” (65) The orders of Shivaji were followed by his colleagues 
sincerely because they were loyal to him. More than this they were well trained 
under his able guidance. They improved the value of freedom in a devoted and 


dedicated manner and that was fostered among them through Maratha education. 


The Maratha administration was based on high values. Shivaji’s work as an 
able civil administrator was appreciated by historian Surendranath Sen. His 
administrative set up continue for four decades and 2 centries after his death. (66) 
It has been rightly observed that "His gifts were peace and a wise internal 
administration. The stability of these good conditions was the only thing necessary 
for giving permanence to him.” (67) The stability of the state was based on value 
education which was imposed through Maratha system of education. The strong 
conviction to the vision is the basis of his success. It is true that “Shivaji’s real 
greatness lay in his character and practical ability, rather than in originality of 
conception or length of political vision. Unfailing insight into the character of 
others, efficiency of arrangements, and instinctive perception of what was 
practicable and most profitable under the circumstances these were the causes of 
his success in life.” (68) The Maratha spirit was developed on the basis of value 
creation and struggle for it. This was possible due to the well developed Maratha 
educational system evolved by Marathas. Kolarkar’s approach of Maratha 
administration is unique (69) Sarkar has noted that “His splendid success fired the 
imagination of his contemporaries and his name became a spell calling the Maratha 


race to a new life. His kingdom was lost within nine years of his death. But the 
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imperishable achievement of his life was the raising of the Marathas into an 
independent self reliant people, conscious of their oneness and high destiny, and 


his most precious legacy was the spirit that he breathed into his race.” (70) 


Shivaji was able to establish well developed Maratha state having their own 
agro —industrial, educational and defense policy Dr. Balkrishna has proved 
Shivaji’s administrative vision. Sarkar has pointed that “He has proved by his 
example that the Hindu race can build a nation, found a state, defeat enemies, they 
can conduct their own defense, they can protect and promote literature and art, 
commence and industry.” (71) The energy behind this growth was Maratha state. 
Sarkar has pointed that “He has proved that the Hindu race can still produce not 
only non commissioned officer and clerks, but also rulers of men, and even a king 
of kings. The emperor Jahangir cut the Akshay Bat three of Allahabad down to its 
roots and hammered a red hot iron cauldron on to its stump. “ (72) Education was 


the real energy behind this. 


Sardesai has rightly pointed that “Shivaji was able to undertake the work of 
nation building and he rigorously continued it. (73) Education was one of 
important area which Shivaji cared to develop it.. It has been pointed that Shivaji’s 
qualities of winning the hearts of people was sound base of his administration.(74) 
Sardesai analyses work of Shivaji in the way that he was able to change attitude of 
the masses from negation to freedom and from apathy to sympathy towards 
Swarajya (75) Like Shivaji Sambhaji also continued his policies. P.S.Joshi has 
rightly observed that Sambhaji was a good administrator and a skilled general who 


gave impartial justice to his people.(76) Further success of Sambhaji lies in his 
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education. About his education it has been pointed that “The instructions imparted 
by Keshav Pandit were instrumental in making Sambhaji reach a level of 
competence in Sanskrit with which Sambhaji composed at Shringarpur some time 
during 1676-1678, his famous work, the Budha-bhushanam.” (77) Further it is true 
that “A more positive proof about the practice of the aert of writing by Sambjaji in 
the Sanskrit language is made available through the agency of his Sanskrit 
Danapatra (a gift deed) which he has issued to a Mantrika ( a person who practices 
charms or magic) and a priest who was the son of Namdev Bhatta Bakre of the 
sacred place.” (78) This shows proficiency of Sambhaji in Sanskrit language. The 
Jagdishwar temple inscription on Raigad fort is in Sanskrit language and 
Sambhaji’s efforts to protect and enrich Sanskrit language were in tune with 


Shivaji’s policy of protecting Sanskrit as a vehicle of language of knowledge. 


3.5.Education after Coronation 


Sardesai has pointed that there were many learned families at place like Puntamba 
but due to harassment of Mogul they has shifted to Kashi (79) Shivaji had sent his 
secretary Balaji Awaji to north India for studying coronation ceremonies and 
exploring learned scholars prevailing at those places. (80) Shivaji’s secretary 
approached learned scholar Vishweshar alias Gaga Bhatt, who originally belonged 
to Paithan, His ancestor Govind Bhatta had shifted to Kasi in the end of 15" 
century and Gaga Bhatt was forth in the line of genealogy (81) The scholarship and 
high reputation of Gaga Bhatt benefited Shivaji in the celebration of coronation. 
Sarkar had observed that “Shivaji very logically demanded that all the Vedic 


verses appropriate to the initiation and coronation of a true Hindu king should be 
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chanted in his hearing. (82) In this coronation Gaga Bhatt played a significant role 
to endorse Shivaji’s abilities. Sarkar has rightly pointed that “On the 7™ began a 
general distribution of gifts to all the assembled envoys and Brahmans and of alms 


to the beggars.” (83) 


The post coronation period of Shivaji was able to focus on new areas of welfare 


state. The following aspects can be noted: 


(A) Shivaji tried to extend the fruits of welfare state to Deccan, AP, Karnataka, 


Tamilnadu. 
(B) New areas of welfare were focused on large scale. 
(C) Brahmins were given scholarship for their educational efforts. 
(D) All castes and creeds were equally respected for religious welfare 


(E) Educational centers were provided grants. Sanskrit education was largely 


supported. 


All these aspects were important parts of promoting correct educational 


policies based on Vedic traditions and Sanskrit language. 


Sarkar has appreciated scholarship of Gaga Bhatt and his progressive policies in 


his own words: (84). 
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3.6. Maharashtra Dharma and Education: 


The aim of Maharashtra state was to extend the fruits of Maharashtra Dharma to all 
countrymen. It was a small beginning of nation building. Education was one of the 


bases of the nation building. 


In this phase a new outlook was developed by Shivaji, who was a genius 
nation builder. According to A.R.Kulkarni and B.H. Khare” The ideology and 
politics of Saint Ramdas was to generate intellectual support to the Shivaji’s state, 
though it was not based on direct action, yet his Maharashtra Dharma was 
reflecting hopes of high caste profile political aspirations.” (85) It has been further 
observed that though Varkari cult and Ramdasi cult differ in practices but they 
were close to each other in the perception of devotion or Bhakti. (86) Further these 
scholars have pointed that Ramdas was symbol of contemporary Brahman 
Kshetriya supper structure. The fruit of medieval renaissance was turn into 
Swarajya of Shivaji, which was transition from Bhagwat Dharma to Maharashtra 
Dharma (87) Hence Maharashtra Dharma can be treated as corner stone of Maratha 
education. Then all efforts made by saints and prophets from Dyneshwar to 
Ramdas became a part of wider educational process, which was a part of informal 
education. The social output of literature of saints and prophets has been rightly 
crystallized by G.B. Sardar. He has pointed that Dyneshwar provided social 
philosophy to Maharashtra. Namdeo highlighted the significance of Bhakti of 
Vittala Eknath brought a confluence of theory and practice resulting into right 
behavior. Three things are very important in human life i.e. knowledge (Dhyan), 


devotion, (Bhakti) and deeds (Karma). Tukaram evolved a social morality by 
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synthesizing all the three and set pinnacle above it. Ramdas tried to reset the lost 
glory of the people into reality, which was turned and expressed in the gospel of 
Maharashtra dharma.” (88) Thus Maharashtra dharma was a strong base of Marathi 


Swarajya and vis-a-vis a Maratha education system. 
The following three aspects can be noted: 
(a) Maharashtra Dharma was based on nationalism and self respect. 


(b) Maharashtra Dharma was based on values formed by Marathi saints and 


prophets during 400 years. 


(c) Maharashtra Dharma was closely related to the philosophy of Varkari Cult, 
which can be described as a cult of Vithal. This cult was held on casteless 


free and united society. 


This can be supported by scholarly arguments made by scholars like 
G.H.Khare and A.R.Kulkarni. These two have pointed that Shivaji’s state was 
known as states of Maharashtra based on Maharashtra dharma. (89) In 1659 when 
Afzalkhan invaded Shivaji he had appealed Maratha noble men to unite on the 
grounds of Maharashtra Dharma The reference in Jedhe Karina amply testifies this 
phenomenon. It was pointed that “Shivaji had preached that all the fellowmen’s 
with great daring and confidence must join hands of the king to set forth 
Maharashtra Dharma. (90) Ramdasa’s conception of Maratha was based on caste 
leanings, but it was related to all people who stay in Maharashtra (91). Thus the 


Maharashtra dharma concept of Shivaji was evolved by saints and prophets and 


- 
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had a wider range of social and cultural comprehensiveness evolved by Marathi 


saints and prophets. 


The study of origin, rise and development of Maharashtra Dharma reveals 
that it was evolved through historical course of time. In the 15" century 
Narsingsaraswati wrote a text Guru Charitra, which reflects different dimensions of 
Maharashtra Dharma, which were spiritual, religious and cultural. It was a 
comprehension of Hindu concepts of life, which Shivaji aimed to protect.(92) In 
Mahikavatichi Bhakhar, it has been referred that during 1138 to 1448 A,D. the 
local Maratha people were going away from Maharashtra Dharma, which was soul 
of the state. (93) ‘The text bespeaks that Kulswamini of Tuljapur, inspired 
mythological king Nayakojirao to protect Maharashtra Dharma. The Maharashtra 
Dharma of saint Ramdas was unique and applied. It was close to Hindutva 
ramifications. The Marathas should unite together for the protection of Maratha 
state. If people do not follow Maharashtra Dharma, there was danger of getting 


defeated by foreign invaders. (94) 


There are three schools in the understanding of Maharashtra dharma which 


can be explained below: 


a. Colonial view point Colonial historian like Grant Duff, Sir John Silly and 
Colonel Tod have criticized Maratha’s intensions and blamed their methods 


of collecting recourses and expanding of power. 


b. HLS. Shenolikar has stated that the role of saints and prophets was not able 
to understand by historian like Grant Duff which led to many 


misunderstandings and hence M.G. Ranade has to rewrite Maratha history. 
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(95) Sardesai has rightly observed that “The colonial historians had a 
prejudiced against Maratha’s in their mind. They criticized aims and 


objects of Maharashtra Dharma (96) 


Non Maharashtra historians: In this area Punjabi, Guajarati, Bengali, 
Rajpurts and Muslims historians have been included. Kaliprasad Banerji’s 
work History of Bengal in 18" century has criticized Maratha invasions. 
Jadunath Sarkar in history of Aurangzeb was not much positive about 


Maratha warfare. (97) 


Maharashtra historians: The concept of Maharashtra Dharma was supported 
by historians like Justice Ranade, Rajaramshastri Bhagwat, V.K. Rajwade 


and G.S.Sardesai. (98) 
Education of common people and expenditure on eduction: 


The common man’s education in the Maratha period was organized through 


Pathshalas and Pantoji’s were assigned this work. (99) Saint Ramdas and Tukaram 


have illustrated some basic guidelines prevailing at the time. Ramdas has stated 


that every day one should write and read some thing to add to the knowledge. He 


also stressed to develop alphabets by making continuous efforts (100) Further 


knowledge of accounting and day to day eduction was also compulsory. (101) 


Shivaji Maharaj had direcrted his minister Hanmante to develop Rajvivhar Kosh 


which raised value of local languages in the eyes of people. 


As the dimensions of Swaraj expanded the incluence of Marathi language 


went on increasing. Marathi prose writing was developed by Shivaji and it has 
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become orgament in local culture. (102) On the basis of education people had 
developed specialization as per choice of their communities. Brahmin was a 
learned class and these people were engagaed in teaching learning process. They 
were Dharmopdesha, Kirtan and Pravaachankar, high class diplomat, and engaged 
in teaching medicine etc. professions. Marathas were playing the role of Kshtriya 
and they were busy with hunting. Shudrayas were engaged in farming activities, as 
well as they were playing the role of Balutekar such as goldsmith, carpender, 
tailor. Thus eduation for comman man was abased on life skills. After getting 
entury in primary school, very few from the aristocrat familities were having 
access of higher ecduation. Remaining students were turning towards professional 
or vocational education. It has been observed that Everybody was expected to 
develop skills suitable for his profession. Knowledge, intelligence and vocational 
education were not related to each other. Hence young persons were searching 
their career as per availiability of their choice. This stereotyped traditional thinking 
was a barrier in the development of education in the period. (103) The common 
people during Shivaji’s period were able to ahandle diffeesnt areas of knowledge 
as per their choices. Like Shivaji they were also multifaceted and havaing multiple 
approach to life. His colleagues were not able to get high class eduction yet they 
were deloping their skills when they used to jump in the respective professions. 
They were learning through experiences and their life skills were based on 
practical experiences. Thus common man has to learn edudastion through 
experience. However, some sparking pesons use to reach high status of diplomat or 
worrior due to their own struggle and experiences, they had attained through life 


long mission. 
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3.8. Edudation of women Pa 


Untouchable and wome were not having massive exposure to eduation. However, 
few of them were able to get edudtion at per their tradition and family background. 
The following points can be noted about women’s education in the Shivaji’s 


period: 


e Women from aristocratic classes were allowed to get edution at home and 


they were helping the ruling class for their day to day activities. 


e The high class women were getting eduction in the area of horse ridding, 


archery, and administrative experiences. 


e The prominent Maratha women highlighted can be noted as mother of nation 
Jajabai, mother of Shivaji had developed Shivaji in such a way that he could 
turn the wheel of the history. Jijabai had great power to remould and reshape 


Shivaji for caring the Hind Swaraj. 


e The promienent Maratha women were Yesubai, Tarabai etc. Tarabai had 
reached the stuatus of Ranragini. She had organized Maratha state so ably that 


she had all the talents required for a ruler. 


e Whenever the time and conditions were favourable Maratha women used to 


raise to the status and she was performing well in the odd situation. 


e The Maratha women like Tarabai was also on the forefront of administrationa 
s well as the war.*SWhe could lead Maratha war of independence in a able 


manner. 
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e Education was not an equal opportunity to women. However, basic education 


was bassed on life skills and religious eduction. (104) 


On the basis of above discussion it is cleara that Maratha education of 
women was far better than that of Moghuls. Maratha women was participating in 
the administration. She was consulting with king and diplomats and she was 
equally fighting the battle of freedom at homes. No freedom movement can be 
successful without women’s participation. Maratha women also participated in the 
nation making. Jijabai was the mentor and ideal for the other women. A folk tale 
expresses that Shivaji had named citadale of Raigad as Hirkani, named after a Dalit 
women who had searched out a pathway to top of the Raigad. (105) Thus, the 
position of women in eduction was better than moghuls but not totally free. In the 
dimension of medieval period Maratha women was bgetter and abale to carve her 


position in the odd situations. 


3.7. Maratha learning centers: 


Pune was a epicenter during the period of Shivaji and also during the period 
of Peshwas. Nashik, Patan, Kolhapur, Wai were other centers of learning. In these 
places new knowledge was developed in a systematic manner. The learning centers 
were given grants by Shivaji to support their activities. Agrarian lands were 
donated to those families who were engaged in earning knowledge through Vedic 


tradition. 


3.8. 


Education During Maratha Period... 101 


Informal education: 


There was a good deal of collaboration between formal and informal education and 


Maratha education was based on informal education through Kirtan, Pravachan and 


reading of manuscripts on Pothis in temples. Religion vows were strongly followed 


during the months of Shrawan Regular Vari was a continuous process which was 


making Sanskaras on people at large. Books like Dyaneshwari, Gatha of Tukaram 


and Eknathi Bhagwat were red at these places in a religious manner. These 


activities were molding public opinion in favor of Swarajya 


3.9. Impact of education on administration: 


% 
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The Adniyapatra written by Ramchandrapant Amatiya is a testimony of 


Maratha administration. 


The Rajyavewahar Kosh was prepared which testify duties of Shivaji’s 


administrative staff.. 
08692 


Sabhasad has described Maratha forts and fortification which were backbone 
of the defense system.. A well arranged policy of defense was evolved 


through education. 


In coronation of Shivaji every care was taken to respect the foreign 


dignitaries. Shivaji had developed foreign citizen committee in his state.. 


Maratha education was able to ea quality administrators during the 
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There were three categories in general eduction, one was based on physical 
and military eduation, in which werestling was a common factor. The second type 
was of applied education and the professional such as traders, goldsmith,.carpenter, 
blacksmith etc. were getting applied eduction useful for their life skills. They were 


known as Balutedar. 


In the thried category the Brahmins were imparted religious eduction based 


on rituals, basic maths, alphabets, grammer etc. (106) 


3.10. Summary 


Thus in this chapter it has been proved that Shivaji was able to provide a new light 
to medieval education, which was earlier feudal, fanatic and full of disparities. He 
changed the modus oprandi and brought a new method of moral and spiritual 
education based on Hindu policy. He totally reshaped the Hindu state, based on his 
policy of education, which strengthened both physical as well as mental abilities of 
the local people and made them ready to fight against the foreign invaders. The 
Marathi sources bespeak about the vision and perspective of Maratha state. In this 
chapter the Maratha education during Shivaji The Great was nearly evolved. 
Different aspects of Maratha education were developed in a systematic manner. All 
these aspects throw a new perspective to look at Maratha education. What 
M.G.Ranade described is true because Shivaji began what one may call as a the 
beginning of nation building. Maratha education was thus provided a societal base’ 


by Chhatrapati Shivaji during his period which is studied here. 


Due expenditure was made on eduction through state treasury. The Mathas 


and schools, or pathshalas were getting regular endowments where religious 
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education was impareted. The Minister Panditrao was assigned religious and 
educational work. Due to political uncertainty, in the first phase Shivaji could not 
spare time for development of eeuction. However, in the second phase after 
coronation, he was able to build certain strucrures in the field of eduction. Sardesai 
has pointed that in the Shivaji’s period it wsas the responsibility of intellecturals 
and thinkers like Saint Ramdas who had guided the Maratha state ably and much 
responsibility was on those mentors of eduction. (107) Thus attempts were made 
by saints and prophets to provide continuous informal eduction to the people. 
Maratha eduction was based on moral and spirutal valuesand it aimed to protect 


Indian culture, which was challenged by Moguals. 
In the next chapter Education under Peshwas has been high lighted. 
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CHAPTER-IV 
EDUCATION UNDER PESHWAS 


4.1. Introduction 


Education under the Peshwas continued the policy of Shivaji of strengthening 
Hindvi Swaraj and the protection of Maharashtradharma was sole aim of the 
educational policy. Both primary, secondary as well as higher education focused 
on up bringing the moral values by the Peshwas. The educational system was 
further widened and made more all comprehensive. Every effort was made to make 
education available for poor as well as middle classes and aristocrats. In the first 
phase top of the trangle was brought under education. However, in the Peshwa 
period, the middle and lower classes were brought under shadow of education. 
Women were more freely involved in fine arts, and entertainment activities. 
Whenever the state gets stability, there is a lot of development of fine and 
performing arts, which shows symble of cultural development. The Peshwa period 
witnessed this process and cultural development was attained in a systematic 
manner. The study of Peshwas education can be designed and completed on these 
lines. Both Marathi sources as well as Persean sources can helped a great deal to 


understand Peshwa’s educational achievements. 


In this chapter 45 volumes of Peshwa Dafter have been used and folk forms 
have also been studied to throw light on Peshwas educational policy. Peshwa’s 
period developed educational centers at Pune, Nashik, Paithan as well as Kaygaon 


Toke and Wai (Dist. Satara) different places which not only developed educational 
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infrastructure but it also evolved numerous institutions as centers of higher 


learning. Sanskrit schools were established by giving them endowments. 


Among the Persian sources Poet Nusrati’s work ‘Alinama’ was also 
referred to corroborate evidences. New light on some neglected corners was 
thrown by studying Peshwa archives. Further works written by Jadunath Sarkar, 
G.S.Sardesai V.K.Rajwade, V.S.Bendre, V.G.Dhige, etc. have been reviewed for 


throwing light on Peshwa’s educational system. 


Educational system of the period is an outcome of socio political and 
religious system. It has been pointed that “History of education is a story of its 
own.(1) Education changes as per socio economic and political changes in the 
period. Education has undergone the change throughout the ages in India and 


education in the period of Peshwa is not exception to this. 


Education under Peshwas was religious spiritual and ethical. From ancient 
to the medieval period Indian education was religious in nature. The earliest 
reference of education in India can be traced back to 1000 BC. It was Saint 
Angiras who established first Ashrama at Takshila in Gandhar region, presently 
located on the iiiers of Aiaiiaas and Pakistan. (3) The early education was 
mostly oral and of personal nature and it spread slowly all over India getting a pan 
Indian character. (4) The Ashrams were transformed into an organizational system. 
These were identified as Gurukulas. (5) Education was mostly spiritual and 
ethical. Students were expected to imbibe values through their stay in Gurukulas. 
Brahamcharya was adhered strictly and thus in Gurukul early education was 


completed step by step. (6) 
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Women were also equally participating in education during Vedic period. 
They had right to Upnayan and they were called Acharyani. (7) The teacher of 
Manu champion of all the Vedas was product of a scholarly lady teacher 


“Acharyani” named as Inda. (8) 


The centers of Buddhist and Jain studies in due course of time received 


status of University and Nalanda and Takshila were its ideal examples. (9) 


The book “Jainagum” which was evolved out of Mahavira’s thoughts was 
foundation of Jain education. Due to able contributions made by these two 
religions, different disciplines such as philosophy, Mathematics, Sanskrit, logic 


etc. were richly developed. 


In the Peshwa period, education was based on ancient traditions of Manu’s 


philosophy which was promoting Varna system and moral education. 


4.2. Political rule of Peshwa: 


Education in the pre Peshwa period was having medieval impact. It was feudal and 
concentrated with rulers’ communities. In the 10" to 14" centuries, during the 
Sultan period, medieval education suffered due to invasions and suppressions. In 
the early medieval period the Islamic and Hindu education was separately 
developing. In this conflict moral values were neglected and attempt was made to 
restore moral values was made by Saints and Sufi movement cults. (10) The period 


of Shivaji and Peshwas witnessed the changed process. 


Akbar’s period was a period of his full coexistence. He adopted the policy 


of coexistence. Akbar changed the course and syllabus of teaching. It was made 
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more secular than religious. Prominent subjects covered during this period were 
Linguistics, history, logic, political theory, and divine rules and Patanjal Yoga, as 
well as Naya Dharshan was made compulsory. In this period Muslim began to 
study Sanskrit, and Hindu began to study Islamic and Persian books for getting 
better position in the system. (11) Akbar’s policy was not followed by Aurangzeb 
and hence Marathas had to develop their own spiritual and moral educational 
system based on Hindu polity. In the ‘aeaieast period there was darkness and 
women were cornered due to Pardah system and adherence to the Kitchen and 
child was made compulsory. The Maratha education under Shivaji the Great was 
progressive spiritual and metaphysical and this was continued further by Peshwas 


during their rule. 


About medieval education, R.C.Majumdar and others have observed that 
“In Mogul India there was nothing like modern system of education established 
and maintained by the state. But primary and secondary education of some sort 
existed. The rulers themselves as well as many of the grantees encouraged such 
education by grants of lands or money to mosques, monasteries and individual 


saints and scholars.” (12) 


Due to weakness of Chhatrapati Shahu of Satara, he had appointed Balaji 
Vishwanth Ballal as the first Peshwa in the year 1714. His son Bajirao-I (1720-40) 
was ablest among Peshwas. Later on Madhavrao Peshwa was also a just ruler. 
During the period of Bajirao-II, Peshwas rule came to an end. 18" and 19" century 
in the history of central India Peshwas had played a vital role. About Peshwa’s 


role, Sarkar had observed that Shivaji had establish Maratha nation state, but there 
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was imperial expansion under the Peshwas.( 13) It is further observed that it was 
expected that Peshwa had to look after the general welfare and interest of the 
kingdom.(14) In the course of time, power was transferred from Chhatrapati to 
Peshwas, Mumumdar had observed that “Thus he got opportunities to display his 
ability both as a civil administrator and a military organizer, before Shajhym in 
recognition of the valuable service rendered by him, appointed him Peshwas or 
Prime Minister on the 16" November, 1813. (15) It has been observed that ”After 
Balaji Vishwanath’s death in 1720, his son, Baji Rao I a promising young man was 
invested with the offrice of the Peshwa. The Pewshwaship came to be hereditary in 
the family of Balaji Vishwanath.” (16) It is ture that “To evoke the sympathy and 
secure the support of the Hindu chiefs, Baji Rao I preached the ideal of Hindu 
Pad/Padshahi or a Hindu Empire.” (17)) The education policy of Pewswh was 
corollary to this theory. It has been further observed that during the period 
Nanasaheb son of Baji Rao I, for protecting the temples of the gods, the cultivators 
of the soil, and whatever was sacred or useful, but this has been “challenged by 
Tara Bai, who acting in concert with Damaji Gaikwar, rose in arms against the 
Peshwa and threw the young Raja into confinement. The Peshwa, however 
defeated his opponents. The Raja remained a virtual prisoner in the hands of his 
Mayor of the Palace, the Peshwa, who became henceforth the real head of the 


Maratha confederacy.” (18) 


The geography of Maharashtra has led to the safety and security of the state 
as well as it provided safety for education.(19) Peshwas were promoting among 


their nobles feelings against the Britishers. (20) Their education was also against 
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the colonial policies of the English. Lord Hastings controlled Peshwas and pushed 


them towards disintegration. (21) 


It has been observed that “It should be noted that the distinction between 
dependent states and protected allies was very subt and it is doubtful if all these 
states could be rightly regarded as dependent ones. The kingdom of Satara was a 
British creation in the sense that after the fall of the Peshwa in 1818, it had been 


given by Lord Hastings to a member of the house of Shivaji.” (22) 


Pratapsingh Bhosale of Satara had established schools for women’s 
education to know Sanskrit language. Thus during Peshwa period education was 


cared like Shivaji’s period. 
4.3. Sources of Peshwa’s educational system: 


In this chapter salient features of Maratha education in the Peshwas’ period have 
been examined, especially the period of Peshwa Balaji Vishwanath, Peshwa 
Bajirao-I, Peshwa Nanasaheb, Madhavrao Peshwa, and Peshwa Bajirao-II. On the 
basis of Peshwa daftar (records) Further, literatures of saints and prophets like 
Tukaram, Ramdas etc. have been studied. In the folk literature, Maratha ballads as 
well as Vagnatya, Lavni, have also been studied. The Sanskrit sources of the 
period of Shivaji and Sambhaji, as well as Peshwa’s period, ample light on 


Maratha education has been thrown. 


Further sufficient light can be thrown on the basis of English Factory 
records about education under Peshwas. (23) The British officer Pendegost in his 


report have described features of Maratha education. (24) He has pointed that there 
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was not a single village or town where there was no school. (25) James Forbes has 
also endorsed this opinion and he had observed that schools were there on large 
scale during the Maratha period. However, in some of the reports it has been noted 
that like European people the condition of the education was the same. Many local 
Hindu people were neither able to full literacy nor they acquired knowledge of 


accounting. 


There are ample sources on Maratha educational system, but there is a need 


to coraborate and examine these sources in a systematic manner. 


The salient features of Peshwa education can be studied with special 


reference to primary, higher, women’s education, and professional education. 
(a) Primary education: 


Riyasatkar Sardesai has rightly pointed that intellecturala and thinkers guide the 
rulers to provide right direction in the field of education. First sthe thinkers were 
seriously thinking on the issues of eduation and then rulers were acting upon the 
same. In the Shivaji’s period Sant Ramdas and Ashtapradhan seem to have 


provided right direcstion in this regard. (26) 


Peshwas period was not exception to this phenomenon. Peshwas were ably 
guided by intellectural of the period. The primary schools of the Peshwa period 
were in the form of slums in the corner of the village. These slums were supported 
by cow dun cakes and on the front of the school loose sand was spread on which 
letter writing, and basic Mathematics was taught. (27) Sometimes schools were 


assembled in the houses of rich people as well as in the periphery of temples. At 
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many places adult students were assigned the role of the teacher. They were 
teaching to groups of two to four students. This was known as Monitorial system. 
(28) These students were trained in the field of teaching under the able guidance 
of senior teachers, who were known as Pantoji. The senior students on one way 
graining experience and on the other way they were managing class rooms under 
the guidance of senior teachers. Sambhaji’s education began at the age of 13 in 
1670 (29) In the Peshwas period according to Desai entry period was to begain 
from the age of six. (30) The focus of primary education was on life skills such as 


mathematics, general knowledge and wisdom of civic sense and public behavior. 


(b). Higher education 


In higher education there were two system, one was based on Pathshalas and the 
other was mainly based on private coaching and tuition classes, which were 
conducted by the support of elite class. (31)The pathshalas were placed in the 
religious places such as Banaras Wai (dist Satara), Nasik, Pune, Paithan etc. In 
these places higher learning in the field of religion, philosophy and Yogo, 
astrology etc. were imparted Learned Brahmins were mainly engaged in the field 
of teaching. They were not gaining any profit from this system. It was treated to 
earn profit as a sin through learning. (32) The subjects mainly taught were history, 
geography, physical education, military education, house riding, wrestling, archery 
etc. In spite of bookish education, applied and professional education was the main 


target. 
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(c ) Education of women: 


The Maratha women were getting education who belonged to elite class. Jijabai, 
Yesubai and Tarabai were prominent among them. (33) In the Peshwa period also 
minimum education was given to women. Top priority was given to the women 
eduction of elite class. Women education was mostly religious. The elderly 
persons were giving lesions to women. The concept of independent women 


eduction had not taken birth. 


The tendency prevailed to look down women’s eduction They were 


provided eduction at home. (34) 


(d) Professional eduction: 


Professsional eduction was mostly heridated Father was providing eduction to his 
son about his profession According to Major Saix report there was no ;systemtic 
arrangement of providing arts and science education. There was Balutedari system 
and skilled labor was provided through this system. Ample evidence reflected in 
Gavgada are meaning ful in this regard. Balutekars were skilled workers who were 
paid in the form of goods or grains produced in the farm for providing their 
services. (35) Joint family system was an important character of the period. The 
professional education was imparted through traditional methods of learnsing in 


the family which was mostly hereditary. (36) 


The saints and prophets both in the period of Shivaji and Peshwas wsere 
highly respected. They were part of the informal education. They were engaged in 


24 hours process of learning. 
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4.4, Salient features of Peshwa’s period. 


The Peswa period hwas bsed on contribution of Marahas” wisdom and they 
had ably followed the values of freedomnationalism and protecton of Indian 
cutlrue. On the bais of above discussion the falient features of Peshwa eduction can 


be described below: 


e Peshwa eduction was of two types one was based on primary eduction and 
the other was for higher eduction. In his report on eduction James Forbes 
has pointed that eduction was avaiabale to all sections of society who desire 
to seek it. (37) Further higher eduction was imparted through two streams 
such as schools, palaces and private houses of aristocracts. The higher 
learning schools were located at sacred religious places. (38) Endowments 
were given by rulers to these centers of learnings because they were serving 


the cause of society and nation. 


e Basic eduction was given to all and higher eduction was given for selected 
few of aristorcrat families. Some rich people were able to afford special 


teachers by making them payments of high latitude.(39) 


e Informal education through saints and prophets of the period. They were 
preaching moral values through their sincere efforts. They were educting 
people ievach Keerthans and Prawachanas. Jadunath Sarkar has observed 
that “Four centuries ago the name Maharashtrea was confined to the 
western edge of the Deccan plateau i.e. to a tract bounded on the north by 
the Tapti, on the south by the upper courses of the Krishna and on the east 


by the Sina. The cradle land of Maharashtra was therefore formed by the 
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Nasik, Puna and Satara districts, part of Ahmednagar and Sholapur and 
probably the western cornor of Aurangabad, “ (40) Jadhunath Sarkar p-1 
Shivaji and his times) Both socio religious and polticial awakening 
occurred in this part of Maharashtra. SH Shenolikar has taken a review of 
saints and prophets beginning from Chhkardhar Dyaneshwar to Namdeo 
Tukarm, Eknath and Ramdas. He has opined that Dyaneshwar provided a 
philosophy, Namdeo gave lesions of devotion and Tukaram was rebel 
against social injustice. Eknath established via media between theory and 
practice. (41) ( A>R> Kulkrni and G.H.Khare, History of Ma , Vol. I, p-88) 
This lead to the rise of sanits and prophets in every caste and society and 
preached philosophy of equality through informal education. Hence saints 
and prophets were respected and rewarded by rulers both Shivaji and 


Peshwas. 


Development of fine arts like paintings, architecture and music as well as 
dance was an impotant feature of the period. Sardesai has pointed that 
impetus was given to fine arts music and folk dances as well as folk lore. 


(42) (Sardeai D.N., p-308) 


The Peshwas had promoted architecture as well as paintings. Manuscripts, 
paintings as well as painting at interiors of palaces, doors are evidences of 
the same. The Maratha paintings were painted on the surface walls of 
Maratha palaces and in the Darbar of these wadas. The designs had 


included both flloweal motifs and geometrical designs. Dr. M.S.Mate has 
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studied Maratha architecture and tried to highlights its glory. (43) 


(Sardesai, op cit., p-295) 


Woodwork, micro art work as well as ornaments and jewelley was well 
developed. The antinquties in Kelkar Musum of Pune amply testify the 
same. Precious diamonds were used by Peshwas on their Mukut and 
graphic account of Nana Fadvanis’s dress and diamonds decorated on his 
cap are described as a symbole of glory. (44) (Katare and Kadam, 


Maharashtra Under Pewhwss, Punam Prakashan, Kandhar, 2010, p-55) 


There was a good deal of coordination between the state and folk artists. 
Ballaad was very popular among Marathas. Famous ballad poets have been 
noted as Ramjoshi, Anant Fandi, Honaji Bala, etc. They were also writing 
Shrangarik Lawanis, Sangit Tamasha, which was a popular folk form.being 


presented during festivals (45) Ibid., p-64) . 


Ballad as Maratha folk art was promoted. Y.N.Kelkar’s book Historical 


Powada throws sufficient light on this aspect. 


4.5. Informal value education 


In the Maratha period value education was soul of the period. The basic value 


education was imparted through primary education in schools as well as family as 


a base of learning. 


The family as an unit was base of the entire process and value were 
inculcated through the network of Sanskaras and Slokas . In the joint family 


grand mothers and grand fathers were providing hoard of experiences to the 
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young generations and they were inssiting in the following of customs and 
traditions.(46) ( Sardesai B.N. p-55) The wife of Sadashivbhau, Parvati had 
written a long letter to her nephew Nanasaheb insisiting on him to follow 
family traditions to raise the social respect through follow up of these 
traditions.(Ibid., 47) . The stories from epics like Ramayana and 


Mahabharat were imparted by them. 


The growting child was insisted to listen to various stores and slokas both 
in Sanskrit and Marathi lanauge. Ramraksha of == Rishi was compulsory to 
resite. Furthser Manache Sloka written by Sant Ramdas were also essential 
part of learning at home.L.R. Pangarkar editor of MUMUKshu has noted 
that Ramdasa’s moral preaching had had influence on society. (48) 


(Pangarkar L>R. ed. Samarth Sanjivani, preface page 5) 


The pothies were red at temples and houses of aristocrat families. Along 
with grand mother and grad father, children were also listening these stories 
and getting eduction through them.(49) (Chavan D.V. The method of 


reading Pothi, Navbharat, Prandya Press Wai, dist satara, 1967, ) 


The informal education imparted through social organisms and associates 
was quite effective. In the month of Shravan, there used to be number of 
activites which were part of informal education. The stories being narrated 
on the specific days of Shrawan on Tuesday and Friday when moral and 
ethical messages were imparted. Festivals, like Ganeshchaturthi, Dasra, 
Diwali were celebrated enthusiastically and they contained traditional 


mythological stories behind them.(50) Sardesau B,NB,m p-57) 
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e The visits to religious pilgrimage centers were regular part of the life cycle. 
Due to these visits both young and old generations was getting formal value 
ecdution effectively. Pilgirmage and festivals thus formed source of value 


education. (51) Katare, and Kadam, p-64) 


e The Akhada or Fads were organized in villages as a constant learning 
centers based on physical education. The senior mastesr used to impaert 
basic eduction and young learners are to acquire these skills in a 


systematiac manner. (52) (Ibid., pp-6465) 


e Giribhrahan or visit to forts and mountains was a regular phenomenon. In 
the military eduction this was trated asa a basic. Sarkar has illustrtsed 
geographic conditions of 17" Century Maharashtra. Those who were 
having interest in military actitvites, they were expended to undergo such 
activities. The Marathas’ Gurrila tatctics of warfare was mainly based on 
understanding and knowledge of geographical araeas in a systematic 
manner. (53) (Sarkar Jadhunath, p-1) Climbing of forts, mountains and 
introducing the war and attack was a later process, but basic interest was 


created due to such informal activities. 


Thus all these informal value educational methods were highly demanded 


by interactive processes. 


There was a close dialogue between old and young generation and this 


dialogue was possible due to the open learning environment. 
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There was a constant and continuous dialogue between the senior citizens 
and young learners. The oral traditions which were continued by Marathas were 
based on method of memory and recitation of slokas and mantras. Shubhamkaroti 
and Ramraksha were recited in most of the families. The practice of Sandhya — 
morning rituals was common in elite families. Females or girlds were getting value 


education through Sankaras. 


The singing of folk songs, festival songs, and agricultural songs, Bhajan 
was common. These songs were providing knowledge about family rituals at one 
hand and Sanskaras on the other hand. They were making them aware about the 


social responsibilities. 


The performances like Upanayan or Vrathbandhan as well as miarriagae 
were also making informal value education. These activities were mainly based on 
cordial relationsip between various social groups, castes, and cults. The Acharya or 
Guru was strictly adhering to the value educationa and he had a unique position in 
the social systesm. He was most respected because of his knowledge, as well as his 
moral status. There use to be a close relationship between these groups and their 
followers. The Acharyas were paid for their religious rituals as per their statyus 
and role. A careful studies of the rituals, festivals and religious functions illustsrate 


the following three facts as mentioned below: 


e The Peshwa period was mostly dominated by religious and spiritual base. 


The socio cultural life was based on spiritual values. 


Education During Maratha Period ... 127 


The Sanskaras or the impact of values was possible only on the basis of 


various religious activities. 


The family, schools, and social associationsa at the festivals like Ganesh 


Chaturthi was based on moral eduction. (54) Sardesai B.N., p-57) 


Thus informal value education was the base of Peshwa period. 


4.6. Development in folk arts 


In any medieval dynasty the declinging period was led to the growth of fine arts. 


Like mogul period such arts like Dance and Poetry. The Marathas as their parallel 


counterparts were also responsible for developing such fine aerts in their last 


phase. The Peshwas period was also rsponsbile for promotion of fine arts during 


their period. 


The Peshwa period was dominated by quality entertainment movement. 
The Peshwa period was thus highly dominated by high water mark in dance 
and classical music. Mastani was a dancer in the court of King Chhanwal of 
Ban== She had a fine perfection in dance and music. She was choosen by 
Peshwa Bajirao and she was enjoying high statusa as a royal dancer. 
Dances were performed in Darbar as well as mirror halls. (55) Sardesai, p- 


281) 


Lavani as a folk form was developed during Maratha period. The Peshwas 
period was responsible for development of this and folk dance. Peshwas 
were promoting these folk forms effectively. There were two types of 


Lavanis one of the Baithakitil Lawani and other was Phadatil Lawni. 
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Tamasha or Loknatya was an important means of entertainment. Balaji 
Janardhan had gifted 171 rs. in the form of Bidagi to the dancer of Reva 


presently in M.P. (56), (Katare and Kamda, p-64) 


e Wag or Tamasha was a popular folk form during Peshwa period. The folk 
form Tamasha was popular during this period. The Phadas were largely 


attended by people. 


e Paintings and wood works were popular because tghey wre spported by 
Peshwas. The Shaniwar Wada was important example of the art work. The 
royal families on their houses were painted with beautiful illustrations. The 
well decocared wood works are evident at Pune, Nasik, Paithan etc. 
Sardesai has described royal hall, mirror hall, Gadi and Gardens as well as 


fountains of the period. (57) (p-285, Sardesai) 


e The important fine art during the period was music. There were some 
families and artists who wre devoting full time for music. Both classicial 


and folk music was popuar. (58) (Katare asnd Kadam, p-64) 


e The Maratha phase of Peshwas was responsible for promoting wrestling. 
The Akhadas were responsible for promoting body building to youths.(59) 


Katare Kadam, Ibid., p-63) 


Thus the development of fine arts was a main feature of the Peshwa period. 
The folk form Lawani was developed in this period and Ballad or Powarda was 
spported by them for providng heroic deeds of Marathas by singer and later 


periods. 
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4.7. New light on neglected corners 


Some of the aspects of progress during the Peshwa period have been neglected 


which can be highlighted below: 


e The Peshwa advanced in Maratha army. The Pewhswas were responsible 
for getting military traning for Marathas on foreign lines and they were 


seeking inspiration from the same. 


e Attempts were made by Nana Phadnavis for printing of religious books by 


using wooden blocks. 


e The Marathas had developed their own educational system base on moral 
and spiritual values. Grants were enmarked for religiouscenters like 
Sajjangarh. The Peshwas had soft cornoer for centers of spiritual and 


religious eduation 


e The Maratha centers of learnsing were flourhsing due to Peshwa’s positive 


approach towards Sanskrit language. 
e Folk arts and folk dances flourished in the last phase of Peshwas. 


e Bathital Lawani was propular and had been suppored by Peshwas by huge 
grants. Hira and Aachi were two famous dancers of late Peshwa period. 


(60) (64, Katrare Kadam, ) 
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4.8. Limitations of Peshwas education: 


Educational system must change as per socio economic and cultural needs of the 
people. Though Peshwas continued, Chhatrapati Shivaji’s educational policy, yet 
they were not able to thoroughly modernize Maratha educational system. The 


following limitations can be underlined as weaknesses of Peshwa’s education: 


e Peshwas educational system was based on eastern Sanskrit dimensions and 
it was mainly on the solid foundations of Hindu polity. It was not able to 


absorb changing wind of the world after 1776. 


e The American War of Indepdendece which was fought in 1776 proved that 
every borned men are equal and free. But the Peshwa society was still 


under the feudal strcture . 


e Women and downtrodden were not participating in education and they 


were kept away from the educational system, which had weakened the 


society. 


e The Maratha’s military education, which was based on feudal structure was 
only providing tradional methods of fighting, but modern methods were 
adopted at a later stage and by that time, British East India Company had 


established superior edge over them. 


e The subject matters of Peshwas education were based on conservative 
areas, such as religious learning, spiritual awakening and moral uplifting. 
When the Britishers came they had developed material means of prosperity 


based on new technology. 
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e The Peshwas education at the religious places had become stereotype and 
lost its relevance in the modern age. Nor it was able to strengthen the base, 
neither it was able to face the western invasion and that was the root cause 


of the failure of the Peshwas in 1818 AD 


4.9. Summary 


Thus in this chapter education under Peshwas period and new light was thrown on 
the period in a systematic manner. The education imparted during this period was 
mostly traditional. However, subjects like Mathematics, reading and writing skills 
as well as military education and wristling was also promoted. Defense education 
and vocational education were two main characters of the period. Wrestling was 
mostly promoted during this period and none other period could have received this 
much impetus to the physical education. In the military education, use and 
application of warfare weapons was an important component of military education. 
Military education was essential phenomenon of late Maratha period. Peshwas 
were desirous to modernize military education. When they came into contact with 
French and English rulers, they also modernized their military education. Mahadji 
Shinde had raised Maratha army by seeking advice from French diplomats. French 


expert De Boine was appointed by Mahadji Shinde for this prupose. 


The political career of Peshwas was first undertaken. The Peshwas 
educational system and its salient features were discussed. A new light was thrown 
on informal value eduction and development of folk arts. Further some neglected 
areas were also highlighted to focus on their educational system. Though Peshwas 


promoted translation of classical Sanskrit work, yet they had neglected modern 
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western education. They were not knowing the changing winds of western world 
such as American war of independence (1776), French Revolution (1789) which 
were the major events turning the vision of the world Credit must be givne to 
Mahatma Phule who turned the tables and could contribute a great deal by writing 
books on slavery. He was impressed by western liberal ideas and established 
schools for women and downtrodden, which provided a new way by understanding 


limitations of medival education 


In the next chapter Education as a foundation of life has been highlighted. 
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CHAPTER V 


EDUCATION AS A FOUNDATION OF LIFE 


5.1. Introduction 


“Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktya” i.e. which emancipates man that is the true education. 
The study of Maratha education cannot be completed without understanding their 
philosophy of lifelong learning. Being located in Central South India, Maratha had 
a benefit of merging of philosophy of Aryan as well as Dravidians. Hence in due 
course of historical phase they were aroused to develop synthesis of this approach. 
Saint Aagasthi was first to cross Vindya and reached Deccan during epic age. 
Rama had crossed the thick forests of Deccan and reached Ceylon for constructing 
Setu. The period of Satavahanas, Chalukyas, Vakataka and Rastrakutas was 
responsible for Aryans of Deccan. This lead to the process of culmination and 
indication that the Aryan philosophy of education and religion was introduced to 
Deccan. Thus the study of Maratha education can be explained on the basis of 
fostering of these values in Deccan during ancient and early medieval period. The 
Marathas had to undergo many changes in their systems when Arab invaders began 


to penetrate in Deccan after Khilji and Tughlaq education. 


The Maratha system of education was based on lifelong learning and 
continuous education. There were no formal degrees or certificates but social 
sanction was more important than such cognition. A systematic study of this 
informal education would be quite interesting to study ‘Maratha system of 
education The goals, values and philosophy of cultural awakening were base of the 


entire process, which have been unfolded here. 
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It is rightly pointed that “the history of the country has been dominated by 
the characters of the people.” (1) It would be interesting as to how the character is 
molded through its educational system. The Maratha character was shaped by their 
well developed educational assistance which had created foundation of lifelong 
learning. It would be interesting to study how the ground was prepared, how the 
seeds were sown and how the seeds are thrived, how the tree blossom and it bared 
fruits of Hindvi Swaraj? Ranade has further observed that “the ground prepared 
partly by nature, partly by the ancient history of the country, partly by the religious 
revival, but chiefly by the long discipline in arms which the country had undergone 
under Mahomedan rule for three hundred years.” (2) During this period the local 
peoples’ life was not allowed to develop in this rule. Maratha education had 
developed as a counter to this foreign rule. According to Ranade, the sketch of 
Shivaji’s liberation anova cannot be complete without the reference of the 
holy men of peace, who about this time flourished in the country and were the 
chief advisers of the civil and military commanders.(3) The Chitnis Bakhar makes 
mention of a number of these great teachers, chief among whom were the 
Moryadev of Chinchwad, Ranganath Swami of Nigadi, Vithalrao of Bedar., 
Vaman Joshi of Shingata, Nimbaji Bawa of Dahitane,. Bodhle Bawa of 
Dhamangaon, Jayram Swami of Wadgaon, Keshav Swami of Hyderabad, 
Parmanand Bawa of Poladpur, Achlpui of Sangameshvar and Mauni Bawa of 
Padgaon. (4) These eataratea persons were commanding very high respect in 
social life and they were providing informal education to the people for supporting 


the cause of Hindvi Swaraj. 
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While writing history of Shivaji was to get at facts and combine them with 
judgment, so as to make a consistent and rational history out of a mass of gossiping 
Bakhars and gasconading tawarikhs.” (5) Framing the history of education during 
the Maratha period is not exception to this. English factory records and Portuguese 
records can be treated as invaluable for corroborating the facts about Maratha 
history in general and Maratha history of education in particular. In the Maratha 
period education was mostly related to lifelong learning process. Though 
Universities were not prevailing at the time, but the infrastructure existed to 
provide basic education which was mostly continuing education based on values 
and ideals which were provided through the reading of Manuscripts both 
individually and collectively. This had provided a solid foundation of lifelong 
learning. The content of education was mainly related to life skills or soft skills 
which were providing basic concepts of leading life peacefully in a practical 
manner. As rightly pointed by Dr. A.R.Kulkarni the villages in Maharashtra were 
far better and leading a cordial and happy life because of the equation imparted to 


them through the well developed educational systems. (6) 


The schools in villages at the time were operated on a small level mostly by 
Pantoji, who was a learned person of senior age group above forty. Grammar and 
arithmetic was mostly taught in these schools and both progressed and intellectual 
education was provided through this system. In this chapter major focus has been 
thrown on military education, Sanskrit education, religious education as well as 


education of arts and music such as singing and dance. 
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The education during Maratha period was responsible for promoting art and 
culture. These were not only fine arts like dance and music, but they also included 
art and architecture. M.S.Mate has studied Maratha architecture and tried to 


highlight its unique characters. 7 


The Marathas had not only constructed forts and protection walls but also 
temples, palaces, gadhis at strategic points. The Maratha architecture as well as 
paintings had their own features. The Maratha had first evolved manuscripts, 
paintings, dancing etc. cults. The MS paintings later on changed their modern and 
started to appear on walls of palaces etc. The Shaniwarwada of Pune, S== of Nasik 
as well as Maratha palaces at Kaygaon Toke, Junnar and Kolhapur, Satara were to 
have beautiful manifestation of paintings on the walls. These wall paintings had 
illustrated the majestic Maratha life, their life style is depicted in these paintings. 
The Maratha paintings in the Marathwada University Museum have been studied 
by Dr. S.B.Deshmukh and they reveal the life of the Maratha warriors in a 
systematic manner. The study of art, architecture and paintings has been conducted 


in this chapter. 


Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj had also constructed Ghats on rivers in South 
India. The Maratha also erected step wells i.e. Baravas, which can also be studied 
in nutshell. The Maratha architecture requires a special attention because the 
Maratha educational system was responsible for promoting these arts and craft 


works on large scale. 


In the Maratha period education was a strong foundation of public life. The 


\ 
Maratha rulers both in the early and later period had promoted education as a cause 
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of nation building. Their education was not only related to elevation of individual 
life on primary level, but what they intended more was the value education. Their 
higher education was of military nature at one hand to develop Guerrilla warfare 
and on the other hand it was producing first class strategic diplomats like Krishnaji 
Anant Sabhasad and Ramchandra Pant Amatya. Sabhasad was a prominent 
biographer of Shivaji and Amatya had recorded Adnyapatra as a document of 
administrative manual. The Maratha education was not only promoting spiritual 
and moral values but also it protected fine arts. Dance, Music, and theatre were 
also protected by them. The beginning of Marathi Theater can be witnessed in the 
early efforts made by Bhosle’s of Tanjawar, Branch in Tamilnadu. The Maratha’s 
efforts of protecting art, architecture and fine arts have also been studied at length. 
French and Dutch records as well as Manucci’s translation have proved new facets 
of Shivaji’s history. (7) The Persian sources as well as Sanskrit sources like 
Parmananda’s Shiv Bharat and Sambhaji’s Budh Bhushanam, equally throw light 
on the neglected aspects. (8) The educational development in the period of Shivaji 
and Peshwa can be developed on the basis of these sources. All these facts have 
been collected both from published and unpublished source material by 


documenting them. 


5.2. Philosophy of lifelong learning 


The Martha Maharashtra Dharma had evolved as a reaction to the Aurangzeb’s 
religious attitude towards Hindus. Majumdar has pointed that “Aurangzeb tried to 
enforce strictly the Quranic law, according to which it behooves every pious 


Muslim to exert himself in the path of God or in other words to carry on holy wars 
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i.e. Jihad against non Muslim lands till they are converted into realms of Islam.” 
(9) Shivaji aimed to establish Maratha state free from foreign influence and free for 
religious rituals. Saint Ramdas described the education policy as whatever you 
know that you have to make it available to others to convert them into intelligent 
persons. (10) Ramdas was thus responsible for preaching Maharashtra Dharma to 
all for protecting Hindutva against the foreign invasion of Islamic culture. Dasboth 
has described that one has to read every day, acquire knowledge, skills of writing 
as well as wisdom of life. (11) In Maratha period expansion of education was 
limited but quality was more significant achieve. They aimed to make 
consolidation of their educational system. In 1821 three years after the fall of 
Peshwas, British officer Pentegoust in his report has noted that there was not a 
single village from where there was no school. (12) Philosophy of Maratha 
education was based on the socio economic and geographic conditions of the 
period. it has been pointed by Yuan Chwang that “The inhabitants are proud 
spirited and warlike, grateful for favors and revengeful for wrongs, self sacrificing 
towards suppliants in distress and sanguinary to death with any who treated them 


insultingly.” (13) Two inferences can be drawn on this account: 


e The Marathas were lovers of freedom and they were protecting self pride. They 
were patriots and protected spirit of nationalism. All these were basic of 
Maratha educational philosophy. Shivaji’s Rajmudra aimed to establish welfare 
of the people. The Rajmudra ended with three words “Mudra, Bhatraya, 
Rajate” which means the seal of the state aimed to attain welfare of the people. 
The coins also bared the words “Shree Raja Shivchhatrapati” (14) The 


Rajvyaharkosh also reflected Shivaji’s educational as well as administrative 
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policies. The Amatya of Shivaji Raghunathpant Hanumante was assigned this 
work to create a parallel administrative dictionary based on Sanskrit tradition. 
Shivaji wanted to avoid Persian and Arabic words which were symbols of 
slavery. Hanumante took the help of Sanskrit scholar Dundiraj Vyas (15) This 
dictionary was alike the Padnamkosh dictionary of portfolios of modern times, 
Thus Maratha education policy is also evident through such classical works. 
Adnyapatra is evidence of Shivaji’s genius administration. It was written by 
Ramchandrapant Amatya who has documented micro details of Maratha 
administration from revenue to military administration from people 
participation towards, nation building. He has also narrated maintenance of up 
keep and training of army as well as security of forts. (16) Jadunath Sarkar has 
analyzed Shivaji’s genius qualities and described his state as welfare state. 
Sarkar opined that “The greatness of Shivaji’s genius can be fully realized not 
from the extent of the kingdom he won for himself, nor from the value of the 
hoarded treasure he left behind him, but from a survey of the conditions amidst 
which he rose to sovereignty.” (17) The educational philosophy of Shivaji 
based on deduction, devotion and sacrifice was remained backbone of Maratha 
state. Sarkar has rightly pointed that “It was the training gained in Shivaji’s 
service, aided by the Maratha national character for personal independence and 
initiative, that enabled the disorganized Maratha people to stand up against all 
the resources of the mighty Aurangzeb for eighteen years after the murder of 
Sambhaji and ultimately to defeat him, even though they had no king or capital 
to form the centre of the national defense.” (18) Thus the Maratha educti0onal 


philosophy was based on character building and man making. Shivaji had a 


¢ 
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strong moral character and he also infused moral and ethical values through the 
educational system in the vast and widespread masses of Deccan, inside 
Maharashtra and beyond South India. He brought the entire Deccan under the 
banny entry of Hindavi Swaraj which he had carved against the adverse 
conditions. Shivaji’s sole efforts were based on constant and continuous 
process of character building which he exemplified through the process of 
nation making. The philosophy of Maratha education, was based on dedication, 


devotion and sacrifice, self less service and mission of life. 
5.3. Spiritual values 


The characteristics of spiritual education during Marathas period can be noted 


below: 


e The moral and spiritual education was base of Maratha period. This was 


imparted through various sankaras and impact of values. 


e The Maratha rituals and festivals were celebrated as per ancient Indian 


Hindu traditional and they had a strong cultural base. 


e The socio cultural awakening was possible due to high respect towards 
religious sculptures and texts like Gurucharitra which has described 
Maharashtra Dharma. Dyaneshwari, Tukaram’s Gatha and Eknathi 
Bhagwat were treated as Prasthantrai basic documents for Varkari for their 
devotion. Samarth Ramada’s Dasbodh was also equally respected by group 


of his followers who treated Rama as a symbolic ideal person in Indian 
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culture. Dasboth Manache Slock was red, recited and by hearted by people 


at large. 


A totally spiritual base was created on the basis of socio cultural 


environment. 


Regular visits to Pandharpur on Ashadi and Kartiki Ekadashi was an 


important’ phenomenon and the Vari was conducted by various dedicated 


groups. 


People were to attend Kumbha Mela as well as Yadniya performances 


celebrated at religious places like Paithan, Wai, and Pune etc. 


The folk artists like Vasudeo, Chitrakathi were visiting villages for rouging 


peoples spiritual values 


Keertans were performed on large scale. The Keertan as a media was 
popularized by saint Namdeo. The Varkari cult was organized by this 


medium which created awareness regarding moral and spiritual values. 


Gondhal and Jagran were performed by various social groups and the 
worship of Durga, the Goddess Bhavani was a regular phenomenon. In the 
Sabhasad Bakhar a story has been narrated how Bhavani came in the 
dreams of Shivaji and offered him he sword to fight against the injustice of 
Moguls. The Shaktipeethas were largely worshiped and respected because 
the Maratha rulers were seeking inspiration from these goddesses. The 


study of Tuljabhavani conducted by R.C.Dhere has an illustrated number of 
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examples of the Maratha period both in the early and later phase how the 
Maratha men were respecting Bhavani or Durga for seeking inspiration for 


waging war against the invaders. (19) 


The basic character of education during Maratha period was based on moral 
and spiritual values. The credit of providing religious freedom in Islamic India 
goes to Shivaji, which was his basic contribution. M.G.Ranade had rightly 
observed that “ “It will be sufficient here to state that by the influence of Ramdas 
and Tukaram the national sentiment was kept up at a higher level of spirituality 
and devotion to public affairs than it would otherwise have attained.”(20) This can 


be witnessed throughout the course of Maratha history. 


Samarth Ramdas in his work Dasboth has described shivaji’s state as 
Anandvanbhuwan. He pointed that due to Shivaji’s efforts ample water was made 


available for performing religious rituals like Sandhya. (21) 


Shivaji had received early administrative lesions under Jijabai and Dadoji 


Kondev. Shivaji was able to get lessons of justice under Jijabai. (22) 


The Mahanubhav and Varkari cult had common aims of transforming the 
local society based on spiritual values. (23) This created a feeling of equality and 


brotherhood. 


Saint Dyaneshwar and Namdeo were responsible for attracting 
Shudratisudras i.e. downtrodden people towards Varkari cult because they were 


followers of Chidvilaswad, which aimed to provide spiritual joy to all. (24) 
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In the Bahamani period when local society was declining Eknath infused a 


new spirit by making confluence of warkari and dutta cult (25) 


Tukaram had developed spiritual height and his Abhangas were based on 


highest moral content. (26) 


Ramdas was having a vision of nation building and he focused on 
Balopasna as well as he made efforts of organizing Mathas based on his 


philosophy of worship of Rama as an ideal of Indian society. (27) 


Thus moral and spiritual education was base of Maratha system of 
education. The saints like Tukaram and Ramdas who were symbols of social 
change and nationalism were respected by Shivaji and his contemporary society. 
They gained the fame even outside Maharashtra. The Bhagwat philosophy 
provided righteous vision and balance to look at society boldly. (28) Thus moral 
and spiritual base was backbone of Maratha education and that was inculcated 


through formal and informal means of education. 


5.4. Military education 


Maratha State was established by Shivaji in adverse conditions. It 
continued for 300 years, till the British arrived in Maharashtra. The strong base of 
Maratha state was well organized army and sound military education imparted by 
Shivaji and later Peshwas. In the military system regular training was given about 
horse riding, fencing, as well as Guerilla warfare. In the educational system 
military education was an important component and Adnyapatra has described 


forts as soul of the defense system.(29) Forts were backbone of defense system 
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and Hindvi Swaraj was established by Shivaji on the basis of strong hold, captured 
and constructed by him. (30) It has been further observed that in the war swords, 
arches and at many times sharp axes were also used. (31) Short ranging guns were 
also used. Among the animals used for transportation included elements, camels, 
and horses. (32) There were three types of forts in the Maratha period. Some 
existed in pre-Shivaji period and some were erected by Shivaji and in the third 
category some forts were constructed and repaired by Peshwas. During the pre- 
Shivaji period prominent forts were Arnala, Ashire, Azamtara, Chandan, Panhala, 
etc. Such 25 forts prevailed in the pre-Shivaji period.(33) Among the prominent 
forts built in the Shivaji’s period included various forts such as Sindhudurg, 
Vijaydurg, Vallabhgadh, Pratapgadh etc. (34) The Peshwa forts can be noted as the 
forts at Bahadurwadi, Kulaba, Lohgad, Malegaon, Malhargadh , Narayangadh etc. 
( 35) In Adnyapatra Ramchandrapant Amatya has praised Shivaji’s efforts for 
raising strong naval forts. He wrote this book as per orders of Shivaji in 1671. This 
book is useful for understanding Maratha administration. It throws light on well 
developed Maratha policy. In this book duties of king and ministers, role of 
watandar, Vratti and Imam, Gadkot, Durg forts, and fortification, naval power, etc. 
have been rightly narrated. He has also rightly examined overall performance of 
Shivaji. In order to understand well developed political economy of Shivaji, 
Adnayaparta is most authentic source. (36) This book is a very finest manifestation 
of Maratha’s military education. S.N.Sen has also used number of sources and 
ideas narrated by Ramchandrapant Amatya in order to understand Guerilla tactics 
of Maratha warfare. In the Maratha education the science of fort building was 


well advanced and shivaji had developed expertise in navy as well as rising of 


Education During Maratha Period... 149 


forts. (37) Further forts were constructed at trading centers of strategic military 
power centers. (38), Sometime forts were constructed for the protection of urban 


settlements. (39) 


Jadunath Sarkar in his classic work Shivaji and his times has praised 
Shivaji’s genius for setting a strong defense strategy. Sarkar has pointed that 
“Nothing proves Shivaji’s genius as a born statesman more clearly than his 
creation of a navy and naval bases.” (40) Further Sarkar has observed that “Ships 
of war cannot do their work unless they have well defended bases close at hand for 
repairs, supply of stores, and shelter during rough weather. Shivaji proved his 
faultless leadership by providing a number of such naval forts on the west coast, 
pari passu with the growth of his fighting ships and trading vessels.” (41) This was 
possible only due to well arranged military educational system, which paid 
importance to army as well as navy equally. About the significant character of 
Maratha forts Sarkar has described their unique character in befitting words. 
According to him “All of Shivaji’s forts whether inland or marine, were built 
according to one pattern. The site chosen is usually a cliff or spit of land more than 
half surrounded by the sea. The whole top of the hill or the end of the promontory 
is surrounded by a well which is relieved by numerous bastions.” (42) The 
selection of fort Raigad as a capital of Maratha state was made very carefully. 
Shivaji had all the capacities for turning natural hillocks into well built forts. 
Sabhasad described that “Gad Bahut Chakot Yasi Rajdhani Karavi” (43) A very 
important glossary of forts were developed. The inner part of the fort was known 
as Bale Killa. Sarkar pointed that “A narrow passage winding between two walls 


leads to the inner gate which is in the face of the main wall and is defended by 
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bastions which commend the approaches. Inside the main wall there was generally 
an inner fortress or citadel (bale qila)” (44) The Maratha forts were well arranged 
and well designed. In the fortified areas there were Pethas or suburbs which were 
highly protected. Officers, Killedars, were assigned specific roles and 
responsibilities based on the participation of power and a paramedic system were 
developed to avoid conspiracy in favor of enemies. Naval forts were unique 
character of Shivaji’s military strength. About Vijaydurg it has been pointed that 
“Vijaydurg, popularly known as Geria, which was rebuilt by Shivaji, is the most 
perfect example of a great coastal fortress, which was also a place for residence of 
a chief.” (45) Suvarnagadh was inland fort and Shivaji had protected Malvan and 
Ratnagiri by adding fortresses. The Maratha also had mercantile navy (46) Thus 
three aspects are very important in Maratha education. Due importance was a given 
to Guerrilla warfare tactics and in addition to this the art of building forts and the 
art of raising naval power and building of ships was very well developed which 
can be described as climax of Maratha education in the field of military system. 
Thus the important character of strong well built and well organized naval power 
was witnessed by India after Chandragupta Maurya by Shivaji the Great. Dr. 
Balkrishna had praised Shivaji for this gigantic endeavor. (47) The well organized 
Maratha army was based on Maratha’s military education, which is reflected in 
Sabhasad Bhakar as well as Adnyapatra. The simplicity, discipline and efficiency 
of Maratha army were based on moral code of ethics. Shivaji’s men and soldiers 
respected women, followed code of ethics involved and they never touched stake 
of vegetables of the Rayat or people. They were instructed by Shivaji to be careful 


in military movement. Shivaji had instructed his army to be safe from the midnight 
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lamps, so that the fodder should not get burned due to rash rats in the night time. 
(48) This is a micro example which illustrated great care taken by Shivaji for the 


efficiency of his administration. 
The basic salient features of Maratha military education can be described below: 


e The Maratha military education was in tune with the philosophy of Hindavi 
Swaraj. The Sabasad Bakhar has described that the Deshmukh’s in Maval 


province had taken an oath at Rohideswar to establish Hindvi Swaraj. 


e The military education began from horse riding, fencing as well as 
combating wrestling and physical education was imparted during early age 


up to 12 and slightly more than that up to the age of 16. 


e After completing initial military education, the second advanced level 


education was granted to face attack, to wage war and to resist enemy. 


e Administrative education was given to prices as well as high ranking 
aspirants to supervise people’s welfare. The3 early administrative education 
of Shivaji was completed under Dadoji Kondev who was able to educate 


him to supervise the Pune, Supe and Indapur the early part of Swaraj. 


e Military education was further evolved under able leadership of general. 


Every operation was to be well planned and well organized. 


e Each campaign was well designed and well planned and was an outcome of 
united efforts of Maratha army. The Maratha leaders were able to record 


success due to strong unity, ability and devotion towards the goal. 
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e The Guerrilla tactics of warfare was especially developed by Shivaji the 
great through his genius abilities. The Marathas were always prepared to 
fight against enemy on the backdrop of natural environmental and every 
care was taken to achieve success by making strategic planning with 
intelligence and great care. Maratha own the battle of Pratapgadh against 
Afzalkhan by usi9ng the same tactics and Shivaji was able to treat 
Shahistekhan by attacking Lal Mahal in Pune in the midnight and four 
fingers of Shahistekhan were cut off and he permanently remembered 


Marathas throughout his life. 


e The Maratha state was based on loyal band of fighters and every care was 
taken to avoid individual differences or division among themselves. 


Traitors were strictly punished. 


e The Maratha military education was based on study of forts and 
fortifications. After careful study of contemporary system Shivaji had 


estabalish3ed his own forts in a systematic manner. 


e The Marathas naval power was built on the basis of meticulous studies 
conducted by Maratha diplomats and scholars and this naval power was a 


strong safeguard in western India, which was created by Shivaji. 


A careful study of Maratha military education shows that they began with a 
small local experiment of the organization of Mavlas. They transformed these 
Mavlas into a disciplined solider, better and bright than Mogul soldiers. In the later 


course of time Shivaji and his fellow men developed Guerrilla tactics of warfare to 
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fight against Asmani, Sultani, calamities. Three examples in the life of Shivaji can 


be cited as diplomatic strategies. 


e Shivaji’s victory against Afzalkhan in the battle of Paratapgadh, Shivaji’s 
escape from Panhala to Vishalgadh, when Siddi Johar had debased the fort. 
Thirdly Shivaji’s safe and secured escape from the fort of Agra against the 
gigantic vigilance of Aurangzeb. In these episodes Shivaji’s fellowmen 
Jivamahala, Baji Prabhu Deshpande and Hiroji Farzan had played a very 
significant role. Jiva saved Shiva by counter attacking Afzalkhan’s men. 
Baji Prabhu resisted Mogul army till Shivaji reaches the other side and after 
listening the voice of guns Baji Prabhu had fallen down and Hiroji Farzan 


was lying on the bed of Shivaji putting his golden ring in his hand. 


Narhar Kurundkar had described Shivaji’s fight against Mogul with a limited army 
based on quality, discipline and dedication was a result of the theory of percolation 


which was responsible for slow expansion of the Maratha state. (49) 


The military education of the Marathas was also based on acceptance of advanced 
techniques by foreign powers, such as English, French and Portugal. Shivaji had 
conducted dialogue with these foreign diplomats for advancing his army with guns 
and war techniques. Later on during Maratha war of independence Mahadji Shinde 
had conducted dialogue with French diplomat for advancement in the Maratha 
army by seeking advanced from French experts. The Marathas in the third battle of 
Panipat had reached the battle field with great confidence, because they were at the 
climax in 1760. The study of Maratha military strength in the year 1760 was 


highest in the country. Hence Mogul king had invited them to protect the 
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sovereignty of the Mogul state. Mahadji Shindia was given the title Vakile mutalik 
or Prime minister because of his high caliber and super diplomatic abilities. Nana 
Fadnvis in the later Peshwa period was one among the 3.5 diplomats because he 
was symbolized as intelligence of Marthas. Palmar described that with Nana’s 
demise the Maratha wisdom had departed. Mahadji and Nana symbolized Maratha 
breviary and wisdom which always went hand in hand. When it departed the 
Maratha state was weakened and hence the solid foundation of Maratha state can 


be described in the hidden talents of Maratha army and sound military education. 


5.5. Promotion of fine arts, art and architecture 


V.K.Rajwade who is described as Itihasacharya has described 9 facets while 
building the periodic history of the period, which includes paintings, iconography, 
coins, graphs, weapons, dresses, diamonds and jewelry, sports, crafting, weapons, 
architecture etc. (50) Rajwade created awareness regarding the study of Maratha 
art. In 1950 Harman Goetz wrote an article on the art of the Marathas and its 
problems, and was responsible for attracting scholars’ attention towards this 


neglected research topic. (51) 


The Marathas were the patrons of art and architecture and they had 
promoted fine arts such as dance and music, during their period of four decades 
from Shahaji to end of Peshwas rule in 1818. The true tiie of Maratha state can 
be witnessed through their artistic vision. (52) The glory of fine arts during 
Maratha period can be described as a neglected subject in the field of research. (53) 
Art must be treated as determinant of the all round development of the state (54) 


M.S Mate has given justice to the studies of Maratha art and architecture and has 
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attracted the subject for taking further keen interest in the matter. (55) The 
Marathas had developed excellence in sculpture, painting as well as music and they 
had evolved their own school of paintings. (56) In the urban architecture of 
Marathas important areas such as town planning, roads, bridges, palaces, garden, 
fountains, irrigation system, step wells, can be included. (57) The water storage 
system of Shivaji was unique and unparallel. Storages were developed in the river 
bed itself and few of them are still working. (58) In 1668, Madhavrao Peshwa had 
repaired Malshej pass by spending 15000 rupees (59) The Mutha wooden bridge is 
a unique creation of Peshwa’s period. Decorative art work was character of Peshwa 
period. The Deshpande’s palace at Shivapur can be cited as best example. (60) The 


salient features of Maratha architecture can be described below: 


e During the Maratha period scriptures and paintings were developed in a 
classical manner. The Marathas were able to devote their resources for the 
development of art work because they wanted to establish their glory at par 
like Moguls. The study of scriptures and paintings in Rajwade Museum, 


Dhulia can be treated s example of this art work. (61) 


e The Maratha architecture was also of high status. Mate-has observed that 
“The Holkar palace at Indore and Facade of Phadnis Palace can be treated 
as best examples of Maratha architecture. Deshpande’s palace at Shivapur 


and Raste palace can also be treated as novel. (62) 


e The illustrated Maratha paintings have created their own school. Some of 


the research works in this regard can be cited. Usha Ranade’s books 
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Manuscript Illustrations of Medieval Deccan throw light on some Maratha 


paintings.(63) 


Chavan Kamal and Usha Ranade have published Pala Paintings, which 
throw light on some interesting features of Maratha paintings. (64) Some 


of the Maratha paintings are available at MU Museum at Aurangabad. (65) 


The Maratha military architecture and urban architecture was well 
developed. About the military architecture of Marathas The Holkar’s oldest 
Gadhi is located at Vafgaon, 10 miles away from Rajgurunagar. Further on 
the Pune Saswad road, the Gadhi of Jadhavwadi is located from this place. 
Saswad is 10 km away. (66) The fort Paranda is an example of land fort 
architecture. The Marathas strong holds were erected by Shivaji and the 
state was safeguarded. The Maratha palaces at Nasik, Jalna, Jadhavwadi are 
best examples of this. Mate has given a list of 108 forts by taking the 


reference of Sabhasad Bakhar. (67) 


Temples and other religious monuments were constructed with great vision. 
Maratha temples such as Amrateshwar (Ratanwadi) Ghrasneshwar (Verul), 
Vateshwar (Saswad Dist Pune), Tribakeshwar and Indore are best examples 
of Maratha religious architecture. M.S.Mate has given a list of 09 urban 
temples of the Maratha period mostly placed in Ahmednagar, Nasik and 


Aurangabad. (68) 


The Marathas were patrons of art, architecture and Paintings. They had 


provided huge donations for their majestic works. The Marathas 
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constructed Gats at Wai, Mardhe etc. From Saleri to Kaveri, number of 
Ghats was constructed on rivers. About these donors Mate has observed 
that structures were majestic having good ventilation, the domes, miners’ 
are majestic. Many of the works are too dimensional and having balance in 
proportion. (69) Jayram Pinde’s book RadhaMadhav Vilas Champu has 
described majestic darbar of Shahaji. He has given a list of seventy Sanskrit 
scholars patronized by Shahaji. (70) The Maratha sardars with their 
donations had constructed temples at Nasik, Jejuri, Wadi, Ratnagiri, 


Trimbakeshwar etc. 


5.6. Theory practice of continuous learning 


The Maratha education was not merely theoretical but it was practical. Both 
lifelong education was supported by practical aspects which were implemented in 
the life. The vocational education was more practical to solve the problems of 
villages. A.R. Kulkarni has noted that Maratha villages were more prosperous at 
the time due to local art work and local industries. (71) Ramdas in his Dasbodh has 
illustrated Maratha ways of learning which were applied and had a relevance of 
life. The educational infrastructure developed for Shivaji and Sambhaji revealed 
that they were provided right opportunity and right direction for higher learning. 
Sambhaji was nurtured by Keshav Pandit a learned scholar of Sangameshwar, who 
was son of Damodhar Butta who was working in the court of Shivaji as Raj 
Purohit. It is stated that Keshev Pandit had immense helped Sambhaji for writing 
the book Budh Bhushanam which was a commentary on polity, economy as well 


as astrology. (72) 
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Thus the period of Shivaji, Sambhaji and Peshwas revealed that education 
was not only theoretical but also practical. The work Budh Bhushanam began its 
: compilation in 1674 was completed in 1682. (73) The book illustrated political 
economy, based on Hindu polity and military system, economic organizations, 
foreign relations, etc. (74) Thus the book reflected close relevance in theory and 


practice of education of the Maratha period. 


The references in Sabhasad Bakhar, Adnyapatra as well as Jayram Pinde’s 
Radhamadhav Vilas Champu correlate each other to throw light on Maratha 
education system. The close similarity between theory and practice was an 
important phenomenon of the period. S.N.Joshi in his book social life in the 
Maratha period has amply testified this. (75) V.K.Bhave’s book Maharashtra under 
Peshwas is also significant source material to understand society and culture during 
the period. (76) The close relevance regarding theoretical and cultural life must be 


appreciated. 


5.7. Summary 


Education in Maratha period was a process of continuous learning. The 16 
Sanskaras were important to reshape life. The Marathas tried to focus these 
Sanskaras through various rituals from birth to death. The Ashram system was 
strongly followed and the role of spiritual Guru was very much significant in the 
life. These icons were highly respected by rulers, aristocrats as well as common 


man. Saint Ramdas preached that 
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“Apnas je je thawe 
Te te itarashi shikwawe 
Shahane karun sodawe 
Sakaljan” 
Whatever you know you have to share with others and by doing so you can 
spread knowledge in the nook and corner of the society. This was the philosophy 


of Marathas lifelong learning. 


The philosophy of lifelong learning was preached by Saint Ramdas. Earlier 


the same was viewed by Saint Dyaneshwar, Tukaram and Namdeo. 


Dyaneshwar wrote: 


Duritanche Timir Jawo 
Vishwasake Purve Paho 
Jo je wanchil to te waho 
Pranijat 
Let darkness pass away from the life of poor; let everybody see the sun of 


knowledge. Let everybody get what he desires. 
Further Tukaram also felt that 


Je ka ranjale ganjale 
Tyachi manhe jo apule 
Tochi sadhu olkhawa 


Deo tethechi janava 
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Those who are poor and depressed they can be tried as their kith and kin. He is the 


real saint or prophet. 
Saint Namdeo further put a step ahead when he wrote: 


Nachu kirtanache rangi 
Dyandeep lau jagi. 


Let us dance in kathas and keertans. Let us light the lamp of knowledge. 


Thus every saint and prophet tried to follow the philosophy of lifelong 
learning. The socio economic life of the period was properly shaped by this 
philosophy of continuous learning. The Maratha lifelong learning was based on 
values, skills as well as knowledge based on own experiences. They were 
imparting their ideas with great care and constant and continuous process of 
lifelong learning had thus enriched their vision of life. They were able to widen 
this vision in a systematic manner. The cycle of life that they had developed was 
based on their philosophy of Karma. They were doing Karma without expecting 


fruit or phal. 


The philosophy of Gita had a continuous effect on the educational 
philosophy of Indian people in general and Maharashtra in particular. Saint 
Dyneshwar’s work on Gita —Bhavarth Deepika or Dyneshwari leads a profound 
impact on Marathi mind. The varkaries who worshiped Vithoba were unfolded on 
the basis of the philosophy of Bhagwatdharma. The socio cultural impact of this 
philosophy led them to follow Ashadi or Kartiki Ekadashi in every year. Thus the 


Maratha lifelong learning philosophy was the real contribution of their educational 
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system. Later on Lokmaniya Tilak wrote Gita Rahashy and developed national 


education policy which has a base of freedom movement of India. 


Thus in this chapter the lifelong foundation of Maratha education has been 
highlighted. In this chapter the Maratha philosophy of lifelong learning was 
brought to light for the first time and discussion has also been made on its practical 
aspects. Further Maratha state being a military state their foundation was based on 
military education. In this context the study of forts, defense system and naval 


power was specially highlighted by quoting Jadunath Sarkar and G.S.Sardesai, 


In this chapter on the basis of Maratha saints and prophets work the 
spiritual values were also discussed. Maratha period was noteworthy in art, 
architecture as well of fine arts such as dance and painting. This neglected facet 
has been brought to light with suitable examples and finally it has been stated that 
there was a close similarity both in theory and practice which is reflected in the 
work written by Sambhaji titled as Budh Bhushanam It is illustrated Maratha 


wisdom which was climax of Indian polity in the medieval period. 


In the next chapter the nature of Maratha informal education has been 


illustrated. 
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CHAPTER VI 


INFORMAL EDUCATION 


THE ROLE OF SAINTS AND PROPHETS 


6.1. Introduction 


The informal education in the Maratha period was based on oral tradition, which 
was essential character of ancient Indian educational system. “Each one, teach one 
and teach the society” was a major formulation that was developed by Marathas. 
The societal force of education brought many changes in the system and ample 
evidences are available both in Marathi and Sanskrit languages. In the book 
“Parnal Parvat Grahanakhiyanam” written in 1673 contains 354 verses and it is a 
narration how Shivaji had captured Panhala fort. (1) Jayram Pinde was poet who 
had complied this book. The book also narrates battle between Prataprao Gujar 
and Bahlulkhan. This book throws light on Maratha military strategies. The book 
was discovered in 1923 in the Saraswati Library of Tanjawar. S.M.Divekar 
translated this book from Sanskrit to Marathi language. The book also throws light 
on Shivaji’s conquest on Surat. Jayram Pinde’s account shows that Marathas were 


having an upper hand in the strategic warfare. (2) 


The other book “Shivraj Rajyabhisek Kalpataru” written in Sanskrit 
language by Govind Barve throws light on Shivaji’s second coronation. (3) About 
Maratha informal education, the Shiv Charitra Sahitya Khand has been useful. 
These are 14 in number. Further V.K.Rajwade “Sources of Maratha History” are 


22 volumes and Vols. 8, 10, 15 to 18, and 20 to 22 are useful for Shivaji’s 
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educational activities. (4) Among the Bakhar or chronicle. Sabhasad Bakhar has 
narrated political, social and cultural history. It is useful. for collecting derails 
regarding informal education. (5) According to Mehendale G.B. This chronicle is 
free from exaggeration and imagery narrations. (6) S.N.Sen’s book “Foreign 
Biographers of Shivaji has narrated more than 5 biographies written by English 
writers. The authentic accounts narrated by these writers throw light on informal 
education available during the period.(7) The study of Maratha sources are also 
available in French language. In the Vol.I of English Records of Shivaji Maratha 
French relations have been discussed. (8) The social, educational and cultural life 
of Marathas can be described on the basis of these sources.(9) Thus all these 
sources of informal education have been used for recording informal education of 


the Maratha period. 


This chapter is mainly based on informal educational methods which were 
basically developed by Marathas from the beginning. They promoted Bhajan, 
Kirtan and Pravachan as a means of spiritual awakening to cater moral values of 
society. The life and work of saints and prophets has been examined in educational 
view point. Dyaneshwari, Gatha of Tukaram, as well as Dasbodh written by 
Ramdas and Bhagwat written by Saint Eknath have been critically examined in 
educational view point by studying the letters of Chhatrapati Shivaji and Sambhaji 
‘as well as Rajaram on one hand and by analyzing donations given by Peshwas 
Balaji Vishwanath, Peshwa Bajirao, Nanasaheb, Madhavrao-I, and Peshwa Bajirao 
II, on the other hand have been very much useful to understand how Maratha rulers 


assisted both Hindu and Muslim saints and Christian saints for their work of social 
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education. The larger dimension of informal education was critically studied and a 


new light has been thrown in this chapter. 


Sarkar has observed that “Universal toleration and equal justice and 
protection for all his subjects were his distinctive policy in the permanently 
occupied portion of his realm.” (10) The informal education policy was part of this 
wider perspective. Shivaji being a constructive genius had matured reflections in 
his policy. Further Sarkar has observed that “There was no attempt at well thought 
out and organized communal improvement, spread of education or unification of 
the people, either under Shivaji or under the Peshwas.” (11) It seems these views 
of Sarkar cannot be accepted because without spread of education empire building 
was not possible and without unification of society Swaraj could not have lasted 
for long time i.e. three centuries. The salient features of Maratha’s informal 


education can be broadly stated below: 


6.2. Salient features of Maratha informal education: 


The Maratha informal education was of varied nature. It was based on network of 
saints and prophets as well as well developed centers of learning based on oral 
tradition. It would be interesting to study salient features of Maratha informal 


education. 


e Traditional methods. 


The Maratha education system was mostly based on informal education 


which was imparted through oral tradition at one side there were Pathshalas 
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run by Pantoji and on the other side larger society was a means of 


education. 


Value education: 


The entire focus was on value education and moral as well as spiritual 
impact through Bhajan and Keertan and Pravachns. The saints and prophets 
can be described as moving universities and through their mobile units they 
were visiting various places and propagating moral values on the peoples’ 


mind through their presentations and performances. 


Characters building: 


The general will of the people was developed on the basis of character 
building. The saints and prophets had a well developed linkage and 
coordination among each other and their efforts were responsible for 
generating values based on their sacred manuscripts. These saints had 
emerged from all castes and creeds and they had a tremendous impact on 


social psychology of the people at large. 


Maharashtra Dharma: 


The Maratha education was based on the solid foundation laid down by 
saints and prophets. The process of recurrence in Maharashtra had begun 
from Yadava period when Chakradhar father of Mahanubhav cult had 
established base of Prakrat Marathi language. His book Leela Charitra was 
first effort of this kind, which explains cultural geography of Maharashtra 


in ancient period. Sarkar himself has admitted that “A remarkable 
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community of language, creed and life was attained in Maharashtra in the 
17" Century, even before political unity was conferred by Shivaji. What 
little was wanting to the solidarity of the people was supplied by his 


creation of a national state.” (12) 


Promotion of Marathi language: 


Saint Dnyaneshwar had made some scholarly contributions of unique 
nature. His criticism on Geeta is well known as Bhavarth Deepika and his 
other books such as Amrutanubhav and abhangas also have created 
spiritual awakening in the Maratha soil. These books were based on the 
process of simplification of Sanskrit language in Prakrat from. It was 
treated as a matter of pride to interpret and understand at least one coup late 
of this work by every citizen. The method of preaching these manuscripts 
in a form of pothi reading was a constant and continuous effort. The 
immense polarity of Dnyaneshwari was mainly responsible for 


popularizing Marathi language in the hearts of people. 
Eknath’s Bhagwat and Bharud: 


Saint Eknath founded after Dnyaneshwar and had been responsible for 
translating Bhagvat written by Maharshi Vyas. His books Bhagwat, 
Rukmini Swayanwar as well as his Bharuds became immense popular in 
the hearts of people. He called to open doors of Marathi mind through his 


works, which continued spiritual awakening during Bahamani period. 


se 
r 
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Fearless reflections: 


Like Dnyaneshwar, Tukaram was also another significant poet who was 
responsible for transforming Vedic traditions in to reality in local Marathi 
language. The Gatha i.e. collection of verses in the form of poetry became 
immense popular in Maharashtra. Tukaram was contemporary of Shivaji 


and had met him in the respect of his historical role. 


The Varkari cult: 


Varkari cult which was based on worship of Vithala of Pandharpur was 
mainly focusing on three texts Dnyaneshwari, Bhagwat and Gatha written 
by Dnyaneshwar, Eknath and Tukaram respectively which are known as 
Trayee, three basic texts in the process of learning by any devotee, follower 


of Varkari cult. 


Rise of nationalism: 


Like above three Dasbodh written by Ramdas was responsible for creating 
awakening during Shivaji’s period. He had established Ramdasi Maths at 
all religious places in Maharashtra. Ramdasache Manache Slok, were 
responsible for value creation. These sloks were popular at all levels in 
rural as well as well as urban population. Dasbodha was a commentary on 
life which was written by Ramdas when he stayed at Sajjangad in Satara 
district. Shivaji had respect for Ramdas and he had supported his activities 


and also helped for the maintenance of Sajjanagad. (13) Shivaji’s soft 
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corner towards saints and prophets can be amply examined on the basis of 


written records as well as oral traditions. 


e Use of folk forms: 


The saints and prophets used folk forms such as Abhang, Ovis, Lavani, 
Powada, Bharud, Palna, etc. These folk forms were based on Navrasa. The 
abhang was promoting Bhaktiras , Powada veerras, Lavni shringarras, and 
Bharud Hasyaras. All these folk forms were popularly used even in the 
form of Kirtana, divided into Purva and Utter — Namdeo must be 
credited for promoting Kirtan in Maharashtra as well as in western India 
and outside Maharashtra. He reached up to Gurudaspur in Punjab and also 
had crossed Indus river through the power of his devotion. In the sultan 
period political power was with align rulers, but cultural power was 
concentrated with local saints and prophets. This process can be witnessed 


in Maharashtra i.e. the crux of the informal education. 


Thus all these salient feature of Maratha education proved that the saints 
and prophets were mainly focusing on value education moral and spiritual base 
was backbone of the Maratha period and the same was strengthened by saints and 


prophets through their narrations as well as their contributions. 


6.3. Oral traditions 


Getting knowledge orally and disseminating it to the people was an important 


feature of the period. Learned Gurus and Rishies who were icons of the period 
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played a vital role in the spreading of knowledge through schools and centers of 


learning, which were mostly placed in religious places. 


Oral tradition was a great character of informal education H.S.Shenolikar 
has observed that “In the medieval period education, literature, law, morality etc. 
all aspects of life were dominated by religion. (14) The Bhagwat philosophy first 
originated from Tamil Nadu and this wind spread from Andhra, Maharashtra and 
later on it swept in northern India and spread all over the country. (15) The root 
cause behind this expansion was the oral tradition. MG Ranade has rightly 
observed that “Saint Ramdas, the spiritual adviser of the great Shivaji is reported 
to have exhorted Shivaji's son, Sambhaji, to follow the footsteps of his father, and 
the advice he gave on this occasion was tersely summed up in two sentences "Unite 
all who are Mardthds together," and "Propagate the Dharm (religion) of 
Maharashtra." (16) This Maharashtradharma was ramification of Bhagwat 


dharma mentioned earlier. 


The first advice represents the leading feature of the political movement 
which assumed its final shape under Shivaji's leadership, and the second points no less 
clearly to the religious development which was at the same time going on all over the 
country, and of which the political movement was itself only a reflection. This was 
possible due to oral tradition. Ranade has further observed that The point naturally 
arises for consideration—what Ramdas could have meant by recommending this second 
feature of Shivaji's, policy, and exhorting Sambhaji to propagate, not the Vedic, 
Purdnic, or the Hindu religion generally, but the religion of Maharashtra. What 


was there so particular and distinct in the religious belief of his contemporary 
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countrymen which so strikingly attracted Ramdas's notice, and was deemed by him to 


be a sure remedy for scouring the salvation of his people under the terrible 


misgovernment of Moguls about the close of the seventeenth century? (17) 


Marathas were able to fight against the Moguls tyranny only on the basis of oral 


information net work. There were two benefits of oral tradition. 


This was based on secret services and other was it was able to protect the 
state. The oral tradition was also benefitting for upgrading knowledge 
skills and level of education. The close connection between the religious 
and political upheaval in Maharashtra is a fact of such importance. (18) Oral 
information was responsible for such uprising and movements. The following 


three characters of oral tradition can be noted: 


There was no newspaper or any other media. Hence people were depending on 
oral information disseminated by personal groups. Shivaji had a strong secret 
service or espionage system through which he was getting accurate 


information about enemies. (19) 


The traditional folk media was largely used for social and religious gatherings 


in the rural areas. (20) 


Knowledge sharing and value awareness was possible through such oral 
tradition. Puranas were read in temples, stories were narrated and value 


consciousness was created. (21) 


Thus mass education and conservation of culture was possible through this 


oral tradition developed by saints and prophets in the Maratha period. 
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There were many saints and prophets who were actively engaged in the process of 
nation making. M.G.Ranade has observed that the study of spiritual emancipation for 
nation building has not been cared by western scholars. (22) The role of saints and 
prophets can be treated as base of Maratha war of freedom. Mahipati has contributed 
voluminous biographies of saints and prophets revealing their historical role in 17" 


century. (23) 


About contribution of Dyaneshwar Ranade has noted that “Like the political 
struggle for independence, the religious upheaval was also not the work of a single man, 
or even of a single century. Its early commencement can be traced even anterior to 
the Mahomedan conquest of the Deccan. Under the rule of the Yadav kings of 
Dévgiri, Dnydndév. the first saint and prophet of Maharashtra, wrote his famous 
commentary on the Bhagavat-Gita in the spoken language of the country.” (24) The 
language was very simple easy and communicative. He has preached the 
philosophy of equalityin peoples’ lanauge. Like Dyaneshwari his book 
Amrutanubhav and Haripathache Abhang had also touched heart of people. Thje 


Varkaries have made Dyaneshwar very popular poet. 


Mukundraj was poet who was responsible for promoting Marathi language. 
It has been obseraved that “Mukundraj, who lived under the Ballal Kings, also wrote 
his famous work, Vivek Sindhu the first of the kind in Marathi in the twelfth century.” 
(25) He belonged to place Ambajogai in Marathwada region. Shenolikar has pointed 
that the basic inspiration of Mahanubhav and Varkari cult was one and the same. (26) 
The Varkari cult had cut off the conservetive traditions had upholded progressive 


philosophy based humanity, simplicity and righteousness. (27) 
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Ranade has observed that “Roughly speaking we may state that the history 
of this reigious revival covers & period of nearly .five hund edears, and during this 
period some fifty saints and prophets flourished in this land, who left their mark upon the 
country and its people so indelibly as to justify Mahipati” (28) This galaxy of saints 


had been responsible for changing the mind set of people. 


About the social stratification Ranade has further observed that “A few 
of these saints were women, a few were Mahomedan converts to Hinduism, nearly 
half of ihem were Brahmans, while there were representatives in the other half from 
among all the other castes, Mardthas, kunbis, tailors, gardeners, potters, 


goldsmiths, repentant prostitutes, and slave girls, even the outcaste Mahars.” (29) 


This shows that the Maratha society was totally moved by saints and 
prophets awakening. They belonged from Brahmin strata to the downtrodden 
society. Chokha Mela belonged to Dalit Community and Narhari Sonar, Gora 


Kumbhar, Savata Mali, Sena Maharaj can be cited as examples of social change. 


‘These saints belonged to various castes male and female, high and low, 


literate and illiterate, Hindu and Mahomedan alike.(30) 


Saint Namdeo, Tukaram and Eknath were prominent among the Marathi 
saints. Namdeo was champion of national integration. Tukaram was a fearless social 
rebel. Eknath was able to maintain cultural identity of people in the Sultan period of 


Bahamani dynastsy in Deccan. 


H.S.Shenolikar has pointed that “Eknath practiced philosophy of Namdeo and 


made sacrifice for change. (31) In the galaxy of Maratha saints Ramdas was unique 
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firmament who fired nationalism. Through his poetry promoted awakening his poems 
in Dasbodh which described Asmani, Sultani calamities. He pointed that the King 
Auragazeb has been drowned away and the Moguls have been defeated, ample water 
is available for religious performances. (32) This shows that Ramdas was successful in 


setting Anandwanbhuwan, an abode of happiness created by Shivaji. 


Ranade has observed that the role and relevance of Maratyhi saints was 
resposnbiele for linkage and coordination of Maratha awakening with national 


mainstream Bhakti cult. 


Ranade has observed that “In Northern and Eastern India a similar 
movement manifested itself much about the same time. Nanak stirred up the Punjab to 
rise, and made a supreme effort to reconcile Hinduism with Mahomedanism. Chaitanya in 
the far East sought to bring men back from the worship of Shakti and Kali to the faith of 
the Bhagawat ; while Ramnand and Kabir, Tulsidas and Surdas, Jayadév and Rohidés, 
contributed each in his own way to the work of spiritual ealiptucnnent Their 
influence has no doubt been reat and abiding, but cannot becompared with the -work 
done by the saints and prophets of Maharashtra.” (33) The role of Maratha saints and 


prophets was much higher than that of those national saints. 


The names of Changdév and Dnyandeév, Nivritti and Sopan, Muktabdi and Jani. 
Akabai and Vénubdi, Shaik Mahomed and Shanti Bahamani, Déamaji and Udhav. 
Bhdnudaés and Kurmdds, Bodhlé Bawa and Santobé Powar. Késhav Swami and 
Jayaram Swami, Narasinha Saraswati and Rangnath Swami, and Savata Mali, Bahiram 
Bhat and Ganésh Nath, Janardanpant and Mudhopant, and many others that might be 


. cited, furnish an array which testifies to the superior efficacy of this movement in 
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Mahérdshtra.” (34) Thus the role of saints and prophets seems very effective and Prof. 


G.B.Sardar has appreciated the social contribution made by Marathi saints. 


6.4. The educational value of Maratha letters: 


The letters of Maratha period were mainly used as means of education. These letters 
were developed to inform, interpret and to educate people. Right from Shahaji to 
Rajaram and Shahu of Satara every genious Maratha king had evolved the most creative 
method of letter writing. Highly educated and elite scholars were experts in 


documentation of letters. 


Like saints and prophets’ roles, the Maratha letter writing can also be described 
as an important and well developed tool of education. Prof. R.V.Otusrkar, S.P.Pawr and 
P.N.Deshpande have edited Shivaji’s lettes. These letters have certainly mass 
educational value. S,P,Pawar has opined that the Marathi prose writing style can be 
manifested through Shivaji’s letters. These letters contained various issues such as 


political, economic, social, educational and cultural. (35) 


These letters had information value as well as they were able to educate people 
for attaining public good and welfare. (36) Shivaji had instructed his soilgers not to 
touch even the stake of vegetable otherwise people will curse you that you are bitter than 
moguls. (37) 


The letters during the period of Sambhaji were edited by S.N.Joshi. These letters 
contained ample social, and cultural life of the period. Further Sambhaji’s turbulent 
period and his stirring movements have also been reflected through these lettes. 38) 


About the educational value of these letters five salient features can be ntoed below: 
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e The Maratha letters are not exagarating neither they are imagery, but they are 


full of realistic information which provide true picture of society. 


e The political contents in these letters is revealing freedom as well as revealing 
the liberty to establish peoples stake which was having more religious freedom 


than that of moguls. 


e The Maratha letters reflected rich and prosperous state of then Maratha villages 


which were very well developed in all respects. 


e The cultural life such as festivals, fairs and religious pilgrimages is reflected 


through donations. (39) 


e The Maratha letters have proved that the Maratrha rulers were advanced, 
progressive and they were engaged in public eduction. Thus all these aspects 
prove that the informal eduction given by sanitns and prophets has baeen 
reflected in Maratha letters. These letters are based on Maratha’s welfare 
approach. P.S.Johsi has observed that Sambhaji was good administrator and 


skilled general like Shivaji. He gave impartial justice to the subject.” (40) 


Thus the Maratha letters are testimony of their just rule. Sabhasad Bakhar and 
Adnyapatra have also endored this process. Adfnyapatra written by Ramchandrapant 
Amatya is the testimony of Maratha administrative skills. The highly sophisticated 
Maratha administrative saysdtem has been highlighted by Amatya in his treatise. He has 
broadly explained the rights and duties of king and prime minister as well as safey and 
security of forts, revenue system, spy system and micro aspects of administration. 


According to A.R.Kulkanri adnyapatra has touched the grass root realtieis of Sjhivaji’s 
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progressive administration. (41) Thus the messgtes in Maratha letters and chronicals are 
paralled to each other and they have strengthened Maratrh’s welfare appadoach in a 
systematic manner. In nutshell these letters can be described as mirror of Maratha 


progressive administration. They too also part of Marathas highly developed educational 


: saystem. 
6.5. Social eduction the tolerant appaoch: 


The Marathas believed in progressive social thinking. They were responsible for 
bringing the change in the social system through education. M.G.Ranade has rightly 
observed that “The Mahomedan converts to Hinduism, represented by Shaik 
Mahomed's followers, even to this day observe the Ramjn fasts, and Ekddashi fast, 
and make pilgrimages to Mecca as also to Pandharpur.” (42) This can be described 
as example of social and cultural exchange at one hand and tolerance on the other 


hand. 


Ranade has further observed that “the saints and prophets when they laid Sanskrit 
aside as useless for their work, and spent all their energies in the cultivation and 
growth of their mother tongue. Itmay safely be said that the growth of the modern 
vernaculars in India is solely the result of the labors of these saints, and that the 
provinces, which showed most decided tendencies in the way of reform, also showed 
the most healthy development of their vernacular literature.” (43) In the battle of 
classical verses vernacular saints and prophets believed in people’s language and 


they promoted high philosophy in simple language. 


Ranade has rightly observed that “Namdév and Tukér4m, Eknath and 


Dnyandév, were not content with this distant and difficult union, which did not last 
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during all the moments of their conscious life, and compared their own happiness in such 
daily intercourse with God as being above all the attainments of Yoga and Véddnt.” 
(44) The tolerant philosophy of Maratha saints can be studied on the basis of their 


works. 


M.G.Ranade has rightly observed that “As a consequence of this conception 
of God's relations with man, the supreme efficacy of devotional love (Bhakti) over 
all other methods of attaining to His knowledge became the cardinal creed of these 
Vaishnav sects. There is not a life in all these sketches drawn by Mahipati in which 
Bhakii And Faith (Bhdwa) are not emphasized as being far superior in virtue to all 
other forms of worship, such as the performance of rites and ceremonies of external 
worship, pilgrimages: and ablutions, self-mortifications and fasts, learning and 
contemplation. These have relation only to the body or the mind, while the spirit is 
what God desires to see engaged in his service. The rites and ceremonies may be 
performed as indifferent seen just as food may be taken and thirst quenched, and the 
rest of sleep enjoyed, as they come naturally without effort or unnecessary anxiety 
about them. The best ablution is when the senses are drowned in the ocean of God's 
presence about us, and the same presence is made to fill us inside and out. The best 
sacrifice and the highest dana or gift is when we surrender ourselves to His sweet will 
and for His service, and claim nothing as our own. The best mortification is that which 
makes the spirit humble before Him; the best contemplation is when His glory is sung 
with all our powers. Neither knowledge nor Yoga powers, health nor wealth, nor 
children nor possessions, not even Mukti (freedom from birth and death), is desirable 
in itself. What is dsirable is to be always full of love for Him and His works, 


including all creation; men and animals. Namdév” (45) 
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The saints and prophets raised will power of the people at large. The saints 
came out well in their struggles with their foreign rulers, and they prevailed not by 
fighting nor by resistance, but by quiet resignation to the will of God. There was a 
tendency perceptible towards a reconciliation of the two races in mutual recognition of 
the essential unity of Alla with Rflma, and by the time Shivaji appeared on the scene, 
this reconciliation seems to have been almost complete, though occasional outbursts 


of Mahomedan fanaticism were not altogether unknown even then. 


We have thus noticed all the principal features of the religious movement, 
which, commencing with Dnyandev who lived in the fifteenth cent'ry, can be traced to 
the end of the last century as a steady growth in spiritual virtues. These virtues were 
turned down into feeling of Swaraj, i.e. self govern rule. It gave us a literature of 
considerable value in the vernacular language of the country. It modified the 
strictness of the old spirit of caste exclusiveness. It raised the Shndra classes to a 
position of spiritual power and social importance, almost equal to that of the 
Brahmans. It gave sanctity to the family relations, and raised the status of woman. It 
also enhanced will power of weaker section. Giva Mahala, Shiva Kashid and Hiroji Furjon 
could become corner stone of Maratha swaraj due to their social elevation and right role in 
the making of Swaraj. It made the society more litesral, more wide and more 
comprehensive. It made the nation more humane, at the same time more prone to hold 
together by mutual toleratiow. It suggested and partly carried out a plan of 
reconciliation with The Manomedans. It subordinated the importance of rites and 
ceremonies, and of pilgrimages and fasts, and of learning and contemplation, to the 
higher excellence of worship by means of love and faith.This inculcated new 


values, new spirit and new philosophy of Karma based on spiritural values, 
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dediction, devotion and sacrifice. 


Marathas value education was based on implanting new ideas through 
various folk forms like Bhajan and Kirtan, which were played in the process of 


festivals, such as Ashadi and Kartiki Ekadashi. 


6.6. Larger dimension of informal eduction 


The informal education in the Maratha period was covering vast masses to involve, 
persuade and totally change the contemporary society. The people at the time were 
using Kirtans, Pravachans, as well as Powadas as a vehicle of public education. 
Kulkarni and Khare have observed that Folk form Powada was most popular folk 
form of Shivaji’s period which had educated people to attain freedom. (46) Many of 
the powadas have lost the memory and their creators are unknown. They are 
described as Adnatwas an unknown figure. So there is confusion about content and 
time of the period. (47) However, the Shahir poets have not only exaggerated but 
over estimated their heroic deeds by projecting them on large scale. This form not 
much credible but can provide clue for historical facts. Acqa and Shaligram have 
first edited Maratha ballets and later on Y.N.Kelkar has further authenticataed them. 
(48) The three important Powadas are noted as Adnandas, Afzalkhan’s ballet, 
Tulshidas Singhgad ballet and Yamaji’s Baji Pasalkar’s Powada.These are full of 
breavry, dimamisum, enthusiasum, as well as worriors spirit. The Maratha 
increiptions are in Marathi and Sanskrit and Farshi languages. Some inscriptions are 
available in the forts. These inscriptions note partial construction of forts and some 
addition to the forts. (49) In Brahadeshwar temple inscription in Tanjawar of 1803 


is much later and cannot be treated as authentic.(50) Sarkar has criticized these 
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inscriptions and explained its limitations. There are 11 Bakhars or chrronicals, but 
none of them was written in the period of Shivaji. Krishnaji Anant Sabhasad wrote 
first Bakhar in thes year AD 1694. This choronical is bertter authentic than other 
chronicals. Other chronicals were written in the peshwas period and have less 
truthful details and they can be used for substantiating social and economic history. 
(51) Kulkanri; has rightly obsersved that there are some limitations to thsse 
chronicals while describing political history they can be useful for reconstsruction 
of social and economic history (52). Thus wider dimensions of informatl eduction 


can be described through these chornicals. 


The Chitnis Bakhar, 91 Kalmi Bakhar, Choti ;Bakhar, Shiv Digvijay, 
Shivaji Pratap, Pant Pratinitdhi Bakhar, Shedgaonkr Bakhar, Chitragupta Bakhar 


also provide other detrails of the Maratha period. 


6.7. The role of saints and prophets: 


The Marathas saints and prophets played a dynamic role in the socio cultural 
change of the period. Credit must be given to saint Dyaneshwar, Namdeo, Tukaram 
and Ramdas for creating quality literature for informal education. Ramdas’s 
Asmani, Sultani narration provides a good deal of information about the change. 
Ramdas letter to Sambhaji is a best example advice given to the king as well as to 
his people. Shaikh Mohd. A medieval Muslim poet has also narrated social and 
cultural life of the period. On this background an opinion of M.G.Ranade can be 


quoted to strengthen these arguments. 


Both Tukaram and Ramdas have spared no words in denouncing these 


aboriginal and village sacrifices. Thus it proves that top ranking saints have 
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contributed to bring a total change in the society through the informal means of 


educing. 


Finally what M.G.Ranade has argued seems rational. He has pointed that 


“This intense spirituality and absolute surrender of self may sound somewhat unreal to 


men not brought up if the atmosphere these saints breathed. But there can be no doubt 


about the fact, and there can also be no doubt that the national ideal of spiritual 


excellence has been shaped by these models.” (53) 


The following five important characters of informal education developed by 


Maratha saints and prophets can be noted below: 


2 
oy 


o, 
~ 


The saints and prophets from Chakradhar to Ramdas slowly developed political 
consciousness. Earlier saints were responsible for value addition and value 


inculcation. 


The saints were mobile Universities and they travelled from one place to 
another, from one land to another. Namdeo truly manifested the Kirtan tradition 


from Maharashtra to Punjab. 


The warkari cult was well organized and it developed a system of cultural 


impact or sanskaras in a systematic manner. 


The saints and prophets had developed school of followers. Their disciples 


were carrying the knowledge tradition from one generation to another. 


The saints and prophets had created a chain of followers and evolved a method 


of learning, which was informal and value based. 
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6.8. Impact of informal education 


The impact of informal education conducted by saints and prophets was immense 
on local society. The saints and prophets of Maharashtra were mainly focusing on 
informal education through a network of social and religious system. They use to 
visit Mathas the religious places, where rich collection of books was maintained. 
Many manuscripts were stored properly. Further young leaners were working in 
tune with these saints effectively. These young learners were getting support from 
Mathas. Agrahar lands were given to these Mathas for imparting education to young 
penetration: They use to follow footsteps of their icons and were marching ahead for 
better performance. The impact of informal education can be described in three 


points: 


(a) The saints and prophets were responsible for creating new generation of 


their disciples who were learning under their traditions. 


(b) In the Mathas intellectual discussions were conducted and the personality of 


young scholars was enriched through this process. 


(c) The link between the old and new generation was systematically established 
by saints and prophets. The debate and discussion was thus developed by 
senior saints with junior ones and link was created among these dedicated 
prophets and preachers. The aim of this network was to counter the Islamic 
invasion which was fanatically driven by Aurangzeb. Jijiya tax was 
imposed and local people were also taxed for conducting fairs and festivals. 
The purpose behind this was one way to harass local people and the other 


was to drive them towards their own religion. The protection of swadharma, 
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swabhasha and swasanskriti that is protection of religion, language and 
culture was sole aim of informal eduction conducted by saints and prophets 
at the time. Saint Tukaram, Ramdas and Baba Yakub were highly respected 
at the time. Mythological stories were famous. When Shivaji met Tukaram 
and had his darshan and tried to seek his blessings. Shivaji had given all the 
swaraj to him but Tukaram humbly returned it. This was the magnanimous 
approach of those saints and prophets. Another example can be cited from 
Hymns of saint Ramdas. After death of Shivaji Ramdas wrote a letter to 
Sambhaji advising him about the principles of polity. He described Shivaji 
as Janata Raja. He pointed that he was a Adhar of many of the people. He 
was always fighting against the adverse conditions and he was also able to 
withstand with his values. Hence he was respected by all. He was a 
conscious ruler. Further Ramdas calls Sambhaji to remember the breavary 
of Shivaji and he appealed him to shake the earth. He also described 
Shivaji’s policy as Sakshep, balnced approach. He also appreciated his 
method of dialogue and advise, which he has conceptualized as Salgi or 
matured advice. Remembering Shivaji and following his footsteps was need 
of the hour and Ramdas advised Sambhaji to follow his sacred philosophy 
of Maharashtradharma. The long letter of Ramdas to Sambhaji was full of 
philosophy, polity and practical dimplomatic advises.Among the informal 
educator Ramdas is treated as a most effective political communicator and 
educator of society. His Manache Slok were full of moral ethics and they 
were chanted in every house of Maharashtra. They contained civic sense, 


political wisdom, as well as social good will. These three were basic 
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components of Maharashtradharma, which Ramdas championed and Shivaji 
practiced the same. This profound impact of informal education continued 
during Sambhaji and Rajaram’s period at one hand, and also during the 
period of Peshwas, from Balaji Vishwanath to Peshwa Bajirao-II. Patriotic 
values were followed at personal level. The organizational system was 
always accelerated to support the vision of Hindvi Swaraj. The 
administrative mechanism was also accelerated for making impact of the 
values of dedication, devotion, and sacrifice. There was a proverb during 
the period that if lakhs of people die that will do, but mentor of the millions 
must survive. Shivaji was able to overcome many critical difficulties during 
war at Pratapgadh. He was challenged by Afzal Khan, Siddi Johar had 
besieged Panhala and Shivaji was kept in Agra fort. However, during all the 
three critical stages, Shivaji escaped safely and securely because of his 
trusted men like Jiva Mahala, Shiva Kashid, Firoji Furzan, Baji Prabhu 
Deshpande, etc. In the Shivaji’s Swaraj unconquered and loyal men were 
more important than unconquered forts, because every individual had 
become a strong fort by himself. This was possible due to continuous 
process of man making and nation making. The informal education during 
the Maratha period was a constant and continuous process. This process had 
a profound effect on followers of Shivaji. The Sanskirt works written by 
Jayram Pinde amply testifies the effect of informal education. The Maratha 
letters, chronicles as well as Sanskrit, Percian and foreign sources justify all 
these facts. Hence the impact of informal education can be seen in state 


craft, administrative mechanism as well as important events, those were 
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tuming points in the life of Shivaji. Thus informal education continued 


from 1646 to 1818 throghtout the Maratha period. 


6.9: Summary 


Thus in this chapter in the beginning sources of informal education were discussed. 
All the three major sources Sanskrit, Marathi and foreign sources were highlighted 
properly. Salient features of Maratha informal education were discussed. The oral 
traditions of knowledge dissemination were brought to light and link between the 
ancient and medieval oral traditions was established. Later on educational values 
depicted. in Marathas letters and achieves was highlighted. Social education was an 
important contribution of Maratha which was a genius talented development 
approach. The larger dimensions of informal education were highlighted. The role 
played by saints and prophets was described by referring scholarly opinions by 
Justice M.G.Ranade, A.R. Kulkarni and Mehandale. Further the impact of informal 
education on the society was highlighted and new light was thrown on various 


aspects of Maratha informal education. 
In the next chapter conclusions of the study have been presented. 


RHERRRKRKRERTKRKRKRKKKRRN 


Education During Maratha Period ... 


References: 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


Mehendale G.B. “Raja Shiv Chhatrapati”, Vol. I, Part I, pp-51-53 


Ibid., pp-85-89 


Sardesai B.N. “Maratha’s Socio economic and cultural History”Thadke 


Publications, Kolhapur, 2001, p-9 


Ibid., p-12 


Ibid., p-16 


Mehendale G.B., op cit., p-54 


Sen S.N. “Foreign biographers of Shivaji”, p-318 


. Sardesai B.N., op cit., p-33 


. Ibid., pp-33-34 


Sarkar Jadunath “Shivaji and his Times” Orient Black Swan, New Delhi, 


1997, p-292 


Ibid., p-294 


Ibid., p-8 


Kulkarni A.R. and Khare G.H. (ed) “History of Marathas” Continental 


Publishers, Pune, p-1984, p-417 


Ibid., p-70 


192 


Education During Maratha Period ... 193 


15. Ibid., p-71 

16. Ranade “Rise of Maratha Power” p-27 

17. Ibid., p-28 

18. Ibid., p-25 

19. Joshi S.N. “Sabhasat Bakhar” see role of secret services 
20. Kulkarni A.R. and Khare G.H., op cit., p-302 
21. Ibid., p-302 

22. Ranade, op cit., p-78 

23. Ibid., pp-78-79 

24. Ibid., p-79 

295. Ibid., p-79 

26. Kulkarni A.R. and Khare G.H., op cit., p-73 
27. Ibid., p-75 

28. Ranade op cit., p-79 

29. Ibid., p-79 

30. Ibid., p-79 


31. Kulkarni A.R. and Khare G.H., op cit., p-83 


Education During Maratha Period ... 194 


32. Ibid., p-86 
33. Ranade, op cit., p-91 
34. Ibid., p-92 


35. Otusrkar R.V., Pawar S.P. and Deshpande P.N. (ed) “Shivkalin Patrarup 


;Gadhya”, Shivaji University, Kolhapur, 1978, p-7 
36. Ibid., p-12 
37. Rajwade V.K. MIS, Vol. VIII. 
38. Joshi S.N. “Sambhaji Kalin Patrasar Sangrapha, BISM, Pune, 1949, 


39. Joshi P.S. “Chhatrapati Sambhaji”, S.Chand and Co., New Delhi, 1980. P- 


316 
40. Ibid., p-306 
41. Kulkarni A.R. and Khare G.H. op cit., p-485 
42. Ranade op cit., mp-80 
43. Ibid., p-80 
44. Ibid., p-81 
45. Ibid., p-81 
46. Kulkarni AR and Khare G.H., op cit., p-485 


47. Tbid., p-485 


Education During Maratha Period ... 


48. Ibid., 485 


49. Ibid., p-486 


50. Ibid., 486 


51. Ibid., p-486 


52. Ibid., p-487 


53. Ranade, op cit., p-86 


195 


Education During Maratha Period... 196 


CHAPTER VII 


CONCLUSION 


7.1. Introduction 


7.2. Major findings 


7.3. Chapter summary 


7.4. New Theoretical Frame 


7.5. Summary 


Education During Maratha Period... 197 


CHAPTER VII 


CONCLUSION 


7.1. Introduction: 


Jadunath Sarkar rightly pointed that Shivaji was truly original explorer, the maker 
of new road in medieval Indian history, with no example or guide before him. 
When he choose to declare independence, the Mogul empire seems to be at the 
height of its glory.(p-301, Shivaji and his times) Further Sarkar has pointed that 
Shivaji was a greatest constructive genius that medieval India ever produced. He 
aimed to establish what a modern welfare state aims to work (Ibid., p-301) The 
constructive genius of Shivaji and Marathas can be observed through their 
educational system and this phenomenon was carefully studied in this painstaking 


research work. 


Education during Maratha period was value based and it was based on 
supreme efforts for character building. To evolve moral and spiritual base of 
human life was a major thrust of this medieval education system. Education was 
concentrating on Balopasana i.e. improvement of physical strength and Dharma 
Rakshan (protection of religious identity). Education was imparted both by formal 
and informal means of learning. Constant and continuous impact of Saskaras i.e. 
value processing was accelerated through oral tradition, Pravachan (religious epic). 
The Marathas were able to elevate morale of society through their educational 
processes. When Ashramas and Gurukuls in the Mogul period were secretly 


operated the Marathas openly supported and promoted these schools. During this 
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period there were many religious cults in Maharashtra such as Mahanubhav, 
Warkari, and Ramdashi. All the three culminated in the Maratha period for 
protection of culture. Education was imparted through Modi script and expert 
teachers were appointed in village primary schools, which were operating either in 
a temple or a royal palace. The Maratha’s Guerrilla tactics of warfare was 
developed through continuous military education imparted through these schools. 
The high class diplomatic strategic education was also developed as a part of 


higher learning. 


The pioneer of Maratha historiography V.K.Rajwade has placed the 
concept of spiritual and medieval history. In the introduction to the first volume of 
the “Sources of Maratha History” Rajwade has pointed that when you are focusing 
on the character of any nation, you have to throw light on all round and varied 
aspects of national life. It includes various facets such as religion and morality, 
education, society, trade and commerce, agriculture, arts and crafts, law and order, 
political economy etc. All these aspects include in medieval history and their 
classification: includes in spiritual angle. The study of evolution of attitudes among 
people, their internal and external classification can be examined in material and 
spiritual angle. The study of education during Maratha period can be conducted in 
this perspective. The solid and sound base of Maratha’s Hindvi Swaraj was based 
on education. Hence Maratha Swaraja could sustain more than 200 years. The 
Swaraja was deeply rooted, developed and flourished on the basis of sound 


educational system. 


Education During Maratha Period... 199 


The motto of Hindvi Swaraja established by Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
was foundation of Maharashtra Dharma, which can be treated as base of Maratha 
education. The concept of Maharashtra Dharma has been interpreted by Neelkanta 
Janardhan Keertane, V.K. Chiplunkar, Rajaram Shastri Bhagwat have minutely 
studied Maratha’s socio economic and cultural aspects of life, which have been 


‘ 


used in this work. 


After careful research regarding education during Maratha period the 


following major findings have been drawn: 


Now in this chapter a total recall of previous chapters has been undertaken 
and a sharp focus has been presented on the entire theme. The educational system 
during Manu period was part of the Hindu education system which was deeply 


rooted from ancient Indian polity and culture. 


A systematic view of the ancient and medieval education system was 
undertaken and in its niche the shrine of Maratha education was covered. The 
moral and spiritual base of Maratha education was essence of the educational 


system under Marathas. 


The history of any nature has to be evolved in various aspects such as 
religion, trade and commerce as well as education, agrarian, art and crafts as well 
as law and order, polity etc. The study of education is significant because it implies 
both internal and external forces that shape the character of the society. The 
Maratha character was evolved by the well developed educational system. 
Education, religion and art can be included in moral development and the cause 


and effect relationship can be examined on the grounds of spiritual awakening. The 
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Maratha education has undergone through all these factors. The Maratha’s struggle 
against Mogul empire was not on the basis of religion but it was on the basis of 
value crisis. Chhatrapati Shivaji had full faith in the process of character building 


based on education both moral and spiritual. 


The Maratha’s developed Hindavi Swaraj which was based on 
Maharashtradharma. The Maratha educational system was sound and effective and 
it had lasted for two centuries and was able to infuse a new spirit of awakening in a 
systematic manner. The Maratha state could retain its strong base only on the basis 
of value based education. However, the Maratha educational system was not 


explained hitherto and it has been explained in this work for the first time. 
7, 2. Major findings: 


Protecting Maharashtra Dharma and culture was soul of Maratha education. 


(1) Protecting Maharashtra Dharma and culture was soul of Maratha education. 
The education during Maratha period was based on values of Maharashtra 
Dharma. Saint Ramdas had rightly described it as _ the 
“Maharashtradharma” and to extend it at the grass root level. According to 
P.N.Joshi Maharashtradharma was not merely religious reform movement 
or religious activity, but it was made comprehensive and something more 


than that. 


(2) Maratha protected religion and culture of people even in the adverse 
conditions. M.G.Ranade in his book “The Rise of Maratha Power” has 


focused on the role played by saints and prophets for establishing 
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Maharashtradharma and Bhagwatdharma. The seeds of awakening were 
sown and the tree blossomed due to-socio religious renaissance. Due to 
value based education the medieval India during Maratha period witnessed 
what one may call the process of the beginning national making spiritual 


education as base of the entire process 


(3) The Maratha educational pattern was based on informal mass education and 
they respected intelligence and knowledge of teachers. Rajaram Shastri 
Bhagwat a progressive oriental scholar had interpreted that 
Maharashtradharma is based on Bhagwatdharma rooted in Geeta. Later on 
during the period of Peshwas Maharashtradharma was further widened as 
“Hindupad Padshahi” He noted that what Shivaji and Peshwas not regard 
religion but it was made and just religion based on humanity. The 
Bhagwatdharma was promoted initially by Dnyaneshwar and later on 


enriched by Saint like Tukaram and Eknath. 


(4) The Marathas provided continuous social education through Sanskaras. 
Education during the Maratha period was one of the effective forces which 
were part of character building and cultural awakening. V.K.Rajwade has 
pointed that people get the culture as they deserve. The tools of culture 
during Maratha period were based on orientation of culture. In Maratha 
period, Swaraj was symbolically treated as freedom to worship cows and 
freedom to respect Brahmin or a learned teacher. The unification and 


polarization of cultural forces was based on through educational system. 
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Right from the period of Shivaji to the period of Peshwas, efforts were 


made to build character through traditional educational system. 


(5) The education in the Maratha period was based on two types, primary and 
higher education. Primary education was mainly based on elementary 
arthematics, such as multiplication and division. It also included basic skills 
of reading and writing. The learning of Modi script was a challenging task 
at primary level. Hither education was concentrated with religious schools 
and palaces. Through the schools the major subjects covered in higher 
education were Dharmashastra, (Science of religion), Nayashastra, (Judicial 
education),  Jyotishashastra (Astrology), | Vyakaran (Grammar) 
Kavyachasira’ (Poetics), etc. Military education was also an essential 
component of higher education. In military education, riding of horse, 
throwing of spear and gymnastic exercise, Mallavidya (wrestling), 
Dandpatta (Judo Karate) were important components in military education 


at the time. 


(6) The beneficiaries of education belonged to higher caste like Brahmins 
(engaged in teaching learning process), Marathas (the fighters), Prabhu 
(Coastal Kshetriya community), Sonar (Gold smith), Wani (trader). 
However, downtrodden people and women were at the lowest corner and 
they were away from education. The women from royal communities were 
specially taught by appointing high class tutors. These learned Maratha 


women have ably participated in public administration as well as good 
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governance. Jijabai, mother of Shivaji, Tarabai, wife of Sambhaji can be 


cited as examples of such process. 


(7) There was a tradition of respecting Brahmins i.e. learned teachers by 
providing them Dakshana as donation. In the month of Shrawan special 
funds were given to such Brahmins as Raman Daxina. To provide stability 
to the life of people who are engaged in teaching learning process, 
donations were given to those Acharyas as per their expertise in Vaidic 
knowledge and their religious dedication. Thus, Maratha tradition was 
continued by British administrators. Elphinston had established Daxina 
College for Sanskrit learning at Pune and historian Grand Duff has noted 


that 143 students were getting education in the college. 


(8) Maratha education was backbone of the process of nation building. The 
systematic organization and methodology of imparting value education was 
based on rebuilding of Vaidic education. However, the system had some 
inherent limitations because this education was away from women and 


weaker sections and it was not the process of inclusive education. 


7,3. Chapter summary: 


This thesis will encompass seven chapters. The framework of each chapter has 


been explained below: 
Chapter I: The Concept: 


In this chapter the concept of education has been explained in medieval context. 


The Maratha education was mainly spiritual and moral. The solid base of Maratha 
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education in the context of Maharashtra Dharma will be explained in this chapter. 
The evolution of Maratha educational system was based on their fighting against 
the adverse conditions of the medieval period. Many difficulties Marathas’ hdd to 
face, while establishing religious schools and educational centers at temples, 
palaces and sacred religious centers or Thirthas. In this chapter concept of 
Maharshtradharma was explained. And its relationship with Maratha education has 
been correlated.. In this chapter background, need and significance has been 
explained and objectives of study have been stated. Further hypothesis has been 
explained and methodological design and sources of data collection has also been 
discussed. Historical research method and descriptive design has been testified 


here. 
Chapter IT: Maratha Education Origin and Development 


In this chapter salient features of medieval educational system have been 
explained. In the beginning the legacy of Sultan and Mogul period, the crumbling 
education in the darkness of medieval period has been explained. Further debate on 
Maharashtradharma has been highlighted and review of literature has been 
presented. Further comparison between Maratha and Mogul education has been 
made and special light has been thrown on period of Chhatrapapti Shivaji, 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji as well as the Peshwa period. Covering a wide spectrum of 
educational system, prevailing from 1630 to 1818 qualitative distinction between 
the Mogul and Maratha education have been sharply focused. In this chapter 
finally the success of Maratha educational system as a backbone of nation building 


has been described at length. This chapter further stresses origin and development 


A 
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of Maratha system of education both primary as well as the higher education. 
Shivaji had specially cared for Sanskrit education of his sons Sambhaji and 
Rajaram. Huge donations given to Sanskrit Pathshalas and Vedic centers of 


learning are the testimony of this phenomenon. 
Chapter II: Education under Chhatrapati Shivaji 


The period 1630 to 1680 form solid foundation of Maratha education. The period 
of Sambhaji 1981 to 1690 is also included in the Shivkal. In this chapter it has been 
observed that the Raj Mudra of Shivaji ended with three words “Mudra Badraya 
Rajate” which means the state is answerable to the people and aims to achieve 
welfare of masses. Education was also a part of this process. In 1674, after 
coronation Shivaji had felicitated learned intellectuals of different communities 
which reflect his respect towards knowledge. The education under Shivaji was a 
glorious epoch to protect Maharashtra Dharma. This chapter is based on numerous 
sources such as archives, Bakhars, (manuscripts containing the memoirs), letters 
during the period of Shivaji and Sambhaji. Further other sources such as English, 
French and Portuguese records, as well as Dutch records have been examined for 


crystallization of facts. 
Chapter IV Education under Peshwas 


In this chapter salient features of Maratha education in the Peshwas’ period have 
been examined, especially the period of Peshwa Balaji Vishwanath, Bajirao-I, 
Peshwa Nanasaheb, Madhavrao Peshwa, and Peshwa Bajirao-II. On the basis of 
Peshwa daftar (records) Salient features of Peshwa education have been focused. 


Further literatures of saints and prophets like Tukaram, Ramdas, have been 
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studied. In the folk literature, Maratha ballads as well as Vagnatya, Lavni, have 
also been studied. The Sanskrit sources of the period of Shivaji and Sambhaji, as 
well as Peshwa’s period, ample light on Maratha education has been thrown. 
Among the Persian sources Poet Nusrati’s work ‘Alinama’ was also referred to 
corroborate evidences. New light on some neglected corners was thrown by 
studying Peshwa archives. Further works written by Jadunath Sarkar, G.S.Sardesai 
V.K.Rajwade, V.S.Bendre, V.G.Dhige, etc. have been reviewed for throwing light 


on Peshwa’s educational system. 
Chapter V: Education as a foundation of life 


In the Maratha period education was a strong foundation of public life. The 
Maratha rulers both in the early and later period had promoted education as a cause 
of nation building. Their education was not only related to elevation of individual 
life on primary level, but what they intended more was the value education. Their 
higher education was of military nature at one hand to develop Guerrilla warfare 
and on the other hand it was producing first class strategic diplomats like Krishnaji 
Anant Sabhasad and Ramchandra Pant Amatya. Sabhasad was a prominent 
biographer of Shivaji and Amatya had recorded Adnya Patra as a document of 
administrative manual. The Maratha education was not only promoting spiritual 
and moral values but also it protected fine arts. Dance, Music, and theatre were 
also protected by them. The beginning of Marathi Theater can be witnessed in the 
early efforts made by Bhosle’s of Tanjawar, Branch in Tamilnadu. The Maratha’s 


efforts of protecting art, architecture and fine arts have also been studied at length. 
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All these facts have been collected both from published and unpublished source 


material by documenting them. 


Chapter VI: Informal Education The role of saints and prophets: 


This chapter is mainly based on informal educational methods which were 
basically developed by Marathas from the beginning. They promoted Bhajan, 
Kirtan and Pravachan as a means of spiritual awakening to cater moral values of 
society. The life and work of saints and prophets has been examined in educational 
view point. Dyaneshwari, Gatha of Tukaram, as well as Dasbodh written by 
Ramdas and Bhagwat written by Saint Eknath have been critically examined in 
educational view point by studying the letters of Chhatrapati Shivaji and Sambhaji 
as well as Rajaram on one hand and by analyzing donations given by Peshwas 
Balaji Vishwanath, Peshwa Bajirao, Nanasaheb, Madhavrao-I, and Peshwa Bajirao 
II, on the other hand have been very much useful to understand how Maratha rulers 
assisted both Hindu and Muslim saints and Christian saints for their work of social 
education. The larger dimension of informal education was critically studied and a 


new light has been thrown in this chapter. 


Chapter VII Conclusion 


In this chapter in the first phase review of earlier chapters was presented and 
salient features of major findings have been placed one after another. New theory 
based on Maratha education has been evolved in this work. The three major 


contributions in this theoretical framework have been presented in this chapter. 
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(a) Sowing of seeds of Maharashtradharma was major objective of Maratha 
education. The tree blossom and it provided shadow to millions of south 


Indians and education was a solid base of this banyan tree. 


(b) The Maratha education mainly promoted three basic concepts and practices 
such as Sanskrit language, Indian culture and sharp patriotism which 
culminated into Indian nationalism. The spirit of Maratha Education was 


Indian-ness. 


(c) Along with Sanskaras, based on values, the Marathas not only provided 
basic life skills, military strategies but also fine arts, architecture, music 
dance and drama through their education which was enriching life 


experience. 


Thus in this chapter after a total recall of previous chapters, sharp analysis 
of entire theme has been presented. This chapter draws snap shots and presents the 


entire theme in a totally new angle. 


7.4. New theoretical frame: 


In this painstaking research work the final findings have been drawn in a 


systematic manner, which echo the theory of Hindvi Swaraj. 


Maharashtradharma which was essence of medieval Hindutva has been 
truly manifested in Maratha educational system. The studies conducted by 
N.J.Keertane, V.K.Chiplunkar, M.G.Ranade, and V.K.Rajwade amply testify this 


phenomenon. Maharashtradharma was one of the powerful facets of the 
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educational system of the period. Prof. P.N.Joshi has viewed that 
Maharashiradharma was not merely socio religious trumph but it was based on 
national values and cause of national awakening.” The Maratha educational system 
of both formal and non formal means was based on value inculcation. The 
Maharashtradharma which was later on transformed by Peshwas in Hindu 
Padshahi was also based on ideals of Indian education. The homegenious and 
assimilating power of education was responsible for creating a new vision of 
nation. The Maratha education thus according to M.G.Ranade had exemplified 
what one may call the process of the beginning of nation building. The solid 
foundation of Maratha state was laid by this educational system. Rajaramshstri 
Bhagwat has rightly recorded Maharashtradharma with Bhagvatdharma, which ws 
rooted in Maharashtra by Sant Dnyaneshwar. The Maharashtradharma was a wider 
concept which included even the nationalist Muslims and responsible citizens who 


were thinking of the welfare of the people. 


e Rajwade felt that Maharashtradharma was beyond Islam and Christanity. It 
was more than a mere worship pattern. Rajwade had put an equation of 
Maharashtradharma in a following equation: 

Hindu religion + dharma Sadhana +Go Bramhan protector 
Swaraj freedom = Maharashtradharma 

e The common golden means between Shivaji and Peshwa education was 
that both were based on moral and spiritual base of eduction and they were 
cherishing theme of values on the top priority. 

e In the Peshwa period eduction was mostly classified as primary and higher 


education. Old Hindu manuscrsipt sources of justice and dharma was many 
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thoughts. The language of higher eduction was Sanskrit and hence eduction 
was limited to elite class. The benefit was mostly availed by aristocract 
class. 

Modi was popular script and Biwakarn Kitta was used for practicing 
calagraphy. The Brahmin and high class Marathas were mainly getting 
benefit of educational system. 

The education was imparted through Pathshalas and palaces. One was for 
primary education and the other was for higher education. The schools 
were mostly located at places of religious places such as Paithan, Nasik and 
Pune as well as Kaygon Toka, Deogarh etc. In these schools the study of 
dharmashastra, nayashastra and Sanskrit grammer was mainly included in 
the syllabus. 

Military education was mainly imparted through these schools. Hence 
riding and wrestling was included in these courses. Education was 
responsible for self defense and social defense. 

The British scholars have noted that education was made available at urban 
and rural centers during Peshwa period. The learned Brahmins were given 
special scholarships. This was based on their command on Vedas and 
dharmashastras. Britishers during their regime also continued the said 
practice of giving scholarships/awards According to Govt.during the year 
1822, 142 scholars were getting education in Dakshna College. 

The Marathas in spite of their critical transitional phase were able to retain 


\ 
their power only on the basis of their educational ideas. The dedication and 


Education During Maratha Period... 211 


devotion was the value that was inculcated through Maratha educational 
system. 

The basic foundation of Maratha eduction was Swadharma — self religion, 
Swabhasha — self language, Swasanskrit — self culture. The evolving of 
character was based through eduction. The success of: self identity was 
solid foundation of Maratha education in the medieval period. The entire 
Maharashtradharma was backbone of this educational system during three 
centuries. 

The core of Maratha education is evolved on the bais of moral and spiritual 
values. Shivaji ably discovers human values among many of them. 
Judgement of men was possible on the basis of values and qualities. These 
latent values have been explored on the basis of the Maratha educational 
system. The centers of learning those flourished during three centures were 
locted in politico religious and cultural centers like Pune, Nasik, and 
Paithan as well as Satara and Kolhapur. The Sanskrit and Modi languages 
were vehicles of learning and both secular and religious education was 
imparted during the period. The Maratha sources reveal that Shivaji tried to 
demonstrate the political system. He was above religious society feelings. 
Shivaji created a Praja-palan personal heaven based on human values. The 
king has to provide just role and people have every right to depose him. 
Shivaji’s letter to Aurangjeb clearly indicated that there should not be any 
distinction on the basis of religion. 

The Maratha education was based on such wider and all comprehensive 


values of life. The Maratha educational system was able to develop latent 
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energy of Maratha young educators. The Maratha eduction has proved that 
this system made youth and youngers to revolt against the system. 

e The free and fearless youth was carved out of the educational system. The 
value of nation making was fostered through this system. Hence Ramdas 
described it as Maharashtradharma which made and provided free 
environment for performing social and religious activities. 

e The hidden will power of Maratha was enlightened through the Maratha 
educational system. The evolution of Maratha eduction was in the adverse 
condtiiosn. The state was facing war and invasion and calamities. Overall 
values of Maratha eduction were based on spiritual uplifting. Yhe Maratha 
educational system was quite distinct and different from Mogul and Islamic 
medieval eduction. The sole aim of Maratha eduction was thus character 
building and man making on which Maratha state evolved for three 


centuries 
7.5. Summary: 


Thus in this work a constant and continuous exploration was made to throw light 
on Maratha educational system. In both the phases — in the age of Shivaji and in 
the second phase of Peshwa, Maratha education was evolved in a systematic 
manner. The three basic aspects of Swabhasha, Swadharma and Swasanskrit, were 


highlighted through the educational pattern. 


The Adniyapatra, the Rajvyawahar Kosh amply testify that he had reflected 
the moral values among the people of India. The Maratha vision of administration 


and gurilla tactics of warfare ws evolved through Maratha educational system. The 
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goals and objectives of Maratha Swaraj were evolved through the Maratha 


educational system. 


The study of Maratha educational system revealed that this was a part of 
the well evolved political system. The educational system is always a part of 
political system. The Maratha policy and Maratha educational system was parallel 
to each other. The concept of Maharashtradharma was a part of this political 
system. The Maratha educational system was having a network of institutions and 
human genious. The search of talent was possible due to this well evolved 
educational pattern. The Pathshalas, schools and centers of learning were properly 
provided with grants through lands and villages. The pattern of eduction was thus 
having a network of scholarly teachers. Respect to knowledge and respect to values 
was the aim of Maratha educational system. The total change was possible on the 
basis of values. The character of Maratha education was based on human values. 
The entire Maratha eduation provided such knowledge. The Tanjore library 
contained 22000 books and manuscripts. The Maratha theatre was first developed 
at Tanjore and five plays were performed there. A book is available on the study 
elephants. The Maratha warfare and techniques of Gurulla warfare can be studied 
on the basis of master sources. There is no limit to Maratha dreams of eduction. It 
had widened the horizons of eduction such as art, literature, science, technology, 
and manuscripts which can be studied in the systematic manner. The character of 
the Maratha education lies in the highest climax of high level of moral climax. The 
futures genssrations can get inspiration from Marathawada ecduational saystsem. 


The value based educational system can be observed throughout the centuries. The 
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entire Maratha education is based on moral and spiritual values of high level. The 


entire Maratha system has survived on the basis of these moral values. 
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Chronology 


{All the dates im this book are given in the Old Sryle or unreformed 
Calendar w hich continued in use in England down to 1752. The New Style 
dates (usually ten days later for Shivaji's lifetime), which occur in the 
French, Portuguese and Dutch writings, have been reduced by me to the 
Oid Style. In some cases a discrepancy of one day may be noticed, but 1 
is due to the difference between different astronomical works in converting 
Hindu lunar or Hijera dates into the Christian era. ] have followed the 
conversion tables in Swami-Kannu Pillai’s ladian Ephemeris.| 


Sh =Shivaji Kh=Khan. c.=cirea, about. 


1626 34 May Malik Ambar dies; Fath Khan succeeds as Nizain-Shahi 
wacir. 
1627, 10 April. Birth of Shivaji. 
12 Sep. Ibrahim Adil Shah dies, Muhammad Adil Shah succeeds. 
29 Oct. Jahangir dies. 
{628 4 Feb. Shah Jahan crowned Emperor. 
¢ Nov. Shahji raids Mughal Khandesh, is eapciied. 
1630 ¢. Dec. Shahji comes over to the Mughals, deserts them: about June 
1632. 
1633 17 June. Mughals capture Daulatabad (with Husain Nizam Shah 
in it.) 
August. Shahji crowns a puppet Nizam Shah, 
1635 Jan-Feb. Khan-i-Dauran pursues Shahji. 
v Oct. Khawas Kh. murdered at Bijapur. 
1636 July-Oct. Khan-i-Zaman, with Bijapur aid. pursues Shahji to 
Mahuli and utterly defeats him. Shahji gives up puppet Nizam 
Shah and enters Bijapur service. 
1637 25 Feb. Adil Shah grants Puna jagir to Shahji. 
4638 Shivaji and his mother are brought to Puna from Shivner. 
1640 Shivaji visits his father at Bangalore, but is soon sent back to Puna. 
4646 Muhammad Adil Shah falls seriously ill and continues helpless 
till his death (1656). 
? Shivaji secures Torna fort. 
1647 7 March. Dadaji Kond-dev dies. 
? Shivaji gains Kondana. 
1648 25 July. Shahji arrested by the Adil-Shahi c.-in-1. before Janp.. 
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1649 


1656 


1657 


1658 


1659 


1660 


Chronology 


15 July. Murad Bakhsh appointed viceroy of Mughal Deccan, 

9 Oct. Shivaji seizes Purandar fort. 

Sep. Shaista Khan appointed viceroy of Mughal Deccan vice Murad. 
(who reaches Delhi on return in December.) 

{6 May. Shahji released. 

15 Jan, Shivaji captures Javli. 

6 April. Sh. comes to Raigarh and takes it. 

28 Aug. Baji Chandra Rao Moré escapes from Shivaji’s hands. 

24 Sep. Sh. artests Mohité and gains Supa. 

4 Nov. Muhammad Adil Shah dies, Ali IT. succeeds. 

28 Feb. Aurangzib arrives near Bidar, begins siege of it on 
2 March, takes it on 29 March. 

27 April. Aurangzib starts for Kaliani, which surrenders on 
1 Aug. 

c. 27-29 April. Maratha attempt to foot Ahmadnagar fails. 

30 Apni. Sh. loots Junnar. 

14 May. Birth of Shambhuji. 

4 June. Nasiri Kh. defeats Sh. near Ahmadnagar. 

24 Oct. Sh. takes Kalian-Bhivandi. 

ll Nov. Kh. Muhammad, wazir, murdered at Bijapur. 

8 Jan. Sh. takes Mahuli. 

14 Jan. Sh. goes to Rajgarh. 

Aurangzib starts from Aurangabad to contest the throne, leaves 
Burhanpur on 20 March 

21 July. First enthronement of Aurangzib. 

30 Aug. Sh. sends Sonaji as envoy to Delhi. 

10 March. Sh. goes from Rajgarh to Shivapatan. 

c. April. Adil Shah orders Maval deshmukhs to join Afzal Kh. 

Ii July. Sh. goes to Javli. 

5 Sep. Sai Bai (w. of Sh.) dies. 

10 Nov. Afzal Kh. killed. his army defeated. 

28 Nov. Sh. gains Panhala, which he enters on 2 Dec. 

? Sh. takes Danda town. 

28 Dec. Sh. defeats Rustam and Fazl Kh. near Kolhapur. 

c. 5 Jan. Sh. raids Dabhol. 

c. 10 Jan. Sh. raids Rajapur (first time). 

14 Jan. Sh. raids Bijapuri territory (towards Gadag). 

25 Feb. Shaista Kh. marches out of Ahmadnagar. 

2 March, Sh. enters Panhala, is besieged by Jauhar. 
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1662 
1663 


1664 


Chronology 319 


9 May. Shaista Kh, enters Puna. 

6 June. Sh. takes Wasota. 

21 June. Shaista Kh. arrives before Chakan, lays siege, and takes 
it on 15 Aug. 

13 July. Sh. escapes from Panhala. 

¢. 26 Aug. Shaista returns from Chakan to Puna. 

22 Sep. Panhala yielded to Jauhar. 

20 Nov. Parenda sold to Mughals by Bijapuri qiladar Ghalib. 

3 Feb. Shiva defeats Kar Talb Kh. at Umbarkhind. 

Feb. Sh. loots Nizampur, captures Dabhol-Prabhavali. 

c. 3 March. Sh. seizes Rajapur and takes English factors prisoner. 
They are released c. 5 Feb. 1663. 

29 April. Sh. enters Shringarpur. 

c. May. Mughals take Kalian from Shiva. 

c. 3 June. Sh. at Mahad for two days. 
Sh. passes the summer in Wardhangarh. 

21 Aug. Kavji Kodhalkar raises the siege of Deiri by Bulaki. 

Jan. -Mar.? Sh. defeats Namdar Kh. at Mira Dongar and raids Pen. 

March. Long chase of Netaji by Mughals. 

30 March. Sh. in Raigarh (more probably Rajgarh.) 

5 April. Sh. surprises Shaista Kh. in Puna. 

May. Sh. goes by way of Kudal to Vingurla {c. 18 May), returns 
soon. 

Nov. Jaswant lays siege to Kondana. 

? Bhadrappa, Rajah of Bednur, murdered. 

6-10 Jan. Shivaji’s first loot of Surat. 

c. 15 Jan. Shaista Kh. leaves Aurangabad, Muazzam succeeds as 
viceroy. 

23 Jan. Death of Shahji. 

5 Feb. Sh. returns to Rajgarh. 

28 May. Jaswant raises siege of Kondana, Sh. visits it on 30th. 

July, Sh. raids Ahmadnagar. 

c. 1§ Oct. Khawas repulses Sh., who retrieves his position and 
retakes Kudal (c. 28th.) : 

20 Oct. Sh. massacres Ghorpares of Mudhol. 

Nov. Sh. conquers Savant-vadi. 

24 Noy. Sindhudurg (Malvan) fort commenced. 

c. 5 Dec. Sh. plunders Vingurla. 

c. 10 Dec, Marathas loot Hubli, first time. 
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1665 


1666 


1667 


Chronology 


8 Feb. Shiva sails from Malvan, plunders Basrur, and on return 
bathes at Gokarna, reaches Karwar (22 Feb.) and leaves for 
home (23 Feb.). 

14 Mar. Sh. reaches Bhimgarh, 25 m. a. of Karwar. 

3 Mar, Jai Singh reaches Puna. 

30 Mar. Dilir Kh. alights near Purandar and begins its siege. 

14 April. Rudramal capitulates. 

11 June. Sh. meets Jai Singh before Purandar, visits Dilir (12th). 

12-13 June. Treaty of Purandar. 

14 June. Sh. leaves Jai Singh’s camp for Rajgarh. 

18 June. Shambhuji reaches Jai Singh’s camp. 

June-July. Bahlol I. (minister of Bijapur) dies. 

27 Sep. Sh. returns to Jai Singh's camp (Purandar) to reccive a 
farman (on 30th). 

Oct.-Nov. Sh. reconquers S. Konkan from Bijapuris (except 
Kudal and Vingurla). 

20 Nov. Jai Singh and Shiva start on invasion of Bijapur. 

25 Dec. First battle with Bijapuris, 2nd battle on 28th. 

5 Jan Jai Singh begins his retreat from environs of Bijapur. 

11 Jan. J. S. sends Shiva away to attack Panhala. 

16 Jan. Shiva’s attack on Panhala fails. 

5 March. Sh. starts for Agra. 

20 March, Netaji comes back from Bijapuri side to Jai S. 

Feb.-March. Shiva’s first attempt on Phonda fails. 

11 May. Sh. reaches outskirts of Agra. 

12 May. Sh. has audience of Aurangzib. 

19 Aug. Sh. escapes from Agra. 

20 Aug. Raghunath Korde arrested at Agra. 

12 Sep. Sh. retums to Rajgarh. [11 Dec. acc. to Shivapur Yadi.| 

Dec. Pir Mian and Taj Kh. slain at Devrukh. 

23 Mar, Jai S. recalled from Deccan; Muazzam sent as viceroy. 

April. Sh. writes to Aurangzib offering submission. 

3 April. Trimbak and Raghunath escape from Agra. 

c. 1-8 May. Bahlol and Vyankoji lay siege to Rangna; Sh, raises 
it, 

28 Aug. Jai Singh dies at Burhanpur. 

Aug. Sh. makes peace with Adil Shah. 

27 Oct. Shambhuji reaches Aurangabad, sees Jaswant (28th) and 
Muazzam (4th Nov.), leaves Aurangabad on return. Sth Nov. 
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1669 


1670 


1671 


1672 
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9 March. Muazzam writes to Sh. reporting Emperor's recognition 
of his title of Rajah. 

5 Aug. Pratap Rao goes with a contingent to serve at Aurangabad. 

Oct. Sh.’s plot to surprise Goa detected. 

¢. 20 Oct. Sh. at Ashtami (near Chaul). 

Nov. Sh. inspects his forts in Ratnagiri district; retums to Rajgarh 
early in Dec. 

c. 1 March. Sh. at Rajgarh and very quiet. 

April. Siddi besieges some of Sh.'s forts. 

9 April. Aurangzib issues general order for temple destruction 
throughout Mughal empire; Benares Vishweshwar demolished 
in Aug. 1669, Mathura Keshav Rai in Jan. 1670. 

May-Oct. Sh. continues vigorous attack on Siddi of Janjira. 

Oct, Ludi Kh. holds Kalian. 

c. | Nov. Sh. seizes Portuguese vessels, they make reprisals 

c. 1 Jan. Sh. breaks with Mughals. Pratap Rao returns from 
Aurangabad. 

4 Feb. Tanaji captures Kondana (Singhgarh) 

24 Feb. Rajaram born. 

Sh. recovers Purandar (8 Mar.), Kalian (¢. 15 Mar.), Lohgarh (13 
May), Mahuli (16 June), Kamala (22 June), Rohira (24 June) 

Aug. Sh. invades Mughal territory: siege of Shivner fails. Grand 
attack on Janjira. 

3-5 Oct. Sh. loots Surat (second time). 

17 Oct. Battle of Dindori. 

¢. 25 Oct Moro Pant captures Trimbak. 

«. 24 Nov. Sh marches north of Bombay, turns back on 26th. 

Dec. Sh. captures Ahivant & c.; raids Khandesh and Berar, sacks 
Karinja. 

¢. 5 Jan. Shiva captures Salhir 

c. 10 Feb. Siddi Qasim recovers Danda. 

Early Feb. Mahabat and Daud besiege Ahivant. 

Apr. -May. Mahabat captures Ahivant &c 

Sept, Bahadur and Dilir lay siege to Salhir. leave the region in Oct. 

Sep. Sh.’s ambassador visits Bombay. 

Oct. Sh. in Raigarh. 

End of Dec. Dilir sacks Puna, massacres population. 

c. 10 Jan. Shiva at Mahad. assembling an army against Dilir. 

c 1-7 Feb. Moro Pant raises siege of the machi of Salhir after 
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1673 


1674 


Chronology 


defeating Ikhlas Kh., Muhakam S., and other Mughal generals; 
then takes Mulhir. 

c. 15 Feb. Sh, at Raigarh, 

c, 15 Mar.-8 May. Lt. Ustick visits Raigarh on embassy to Sh; 
fails. 

21 April. Abdullah Qutb Shah dies: Abul Hasan succeeds. 

June. Muazzam leaves Deccan: Bahadur Kh. acts as viceroy till 
Aug. 1677. 

5 June. Moro Pant captures Jawhar town, and Ramnagar (c. 5 July.) 

July. Moro Pant raids Nasik district. 

24 Nov. Ali IL. dies; Sikandar Adil Shah succeeds; Khawas Kh. 
becomes wazir (for 3 years). 

Nov.-Dec. Maratha raid into Berar and Telingana foiled by 
Mughals. 

29 Dec. Shiva breaks with Bijapur and sets out on campaign. 

6 March. Annaji gains Panhala for Shiva. 

9 March. Sh. starts from Raigarh, reaches Panhala ¢. 16. 

1 April, Sh. gains Parli. 

c. 15 April. Battle of Umrani. 

Early May. Pratap Rao sacks Hubli (2nd.) Bahlol expels Maratha 
raiders from Kanara uplands, then takes post at Kothapur and 
presses the Marathas hard from June to Aug. 

2 June. Sh. returns to Raigarh from pilgrimage. 

3. June. English envoy Niccolls interviews Sh. 

27 July. Sh. gains Satara. 

10 Oct. (Dashahara.) Sh. starts on Kanara expedition, reaches 
Satara i3th, takes Pandavgarh on 13th [17th, ace. to Shivapur 
Yadi], loots Bankapur. 

¢. 15 Oct.-12 Dec. Sh. absent campaigning in Kanara. 

Nov. Sharza Kh. kills Vitoji Shinde in battle. 

4-8 Dec. Sh. at Kadra: his troops twice defeated by Adil-Shahis. 

16 Dec. Sh. retums from Kanara. 

c. 20 Jan. Dilir repulsed in attempt to descend into Konkan. 

24 Feb. Pratap Rao slain at Nesari. 

c. 1 March Kashi Bai, wife of Sh., dies. 

23 March. Anand Rao loots bazar of Sampgaon, then fights Khizir 
Kh. 

March. Daulat Kh. defeats Siddi fleet in Muchakundi creek. 

3 April. Narayan Shenvi meets Sh. at Raigarh. 
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8 April. Sh. reviews his iroops at Chiplun; arrives near Karwar 
22nd; takes Kelanja 24th. 

7 April. Aurangzib leaves Delhi for Hasan Abdal to suppress 
Khaibar Pass rebellion; returns 27th March, 1676. 

12 May. Sh. returms to Raigarh after pilgrimage to Chiplun. 

16 May. Sh. goes on pilgrimage to Pratapgarh, returns to Raigarh 
on 2ist. 

28 May. Sh. invested with sacred thread; marries with Vedic 
mantras on 29th. 

6 June. Shivaji’s coronation; Rajyabhishek era founded. 

8 June. Sh. marries again, “without ceremony”. 

12 June. Oxinden gets treaty signed by 8 ministers at Raigarh. 

18 June. Jija Bai dies. 

c. 15 July. Marathas plunder Bahadur Kh.’s camp at Pedgaon. 

c. 26 Aug. Anaji arrives at Kudal, is foiled by Muhammad Kr. 

24 Sep. Second (or tantrik) enthronement of Shiva. 

Nov.-15 Dec. Sh. raids Baglana and Khandesh. 

End of Jan. Dattaji raids Kolhapur district. 

4 Feb. Shambhuji invested with sacred thread. 

c. 15 Feb. Mughals sack Kalian. 

6 Mar. Shiva starts on campaign; takes Kolhapur, reaches Rajapur 
(22nd) and halts four days, here English merchants meet him; 
then he marches to Kudai. 

8 April. Sh. lays siege to Phonda, captures it c. 6 May; his general 
burns Karwar town 26th April. 

May. Sh. captures Shiveshwar, Ankola, Karwar fort, &c. 

March- May. Shiva befools Bahadur Kh. by false peace proposals. 

12 June. Shiva passes by Rajapur, on return to Raigarh. 

June-Aug. Marathas invade Sunda country. 

July-Dec. Grand attack on Janjira fails. 

7 Sep. Shiva at Raigark; embassy of Austen. 

Nov. Bahadur Kh. invades N. Konkan. 

1} Nov. Bahlol arrests Khawas and becomes wazir of Bijapur (for 
2 years). 

18 Jan. Bahlol murders Khawas. Civil war in Bijapur. 

Jan.-March. Shiva very ill; his perfect recovery reported in Surat 
letter of 7th April. 

May. Moro Pant occupics Ramnagar; returns to Raigarh at end of 
the month. 
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31 May. Bahadur Kh. crosses the Bhima near Halsangi for 
attacking Bahlol. 

1 June. Bahlol defeats Bahadur at Halsangi; Islam Kh. slain. [M4.A. 
gives 13 June as date.] : 

19 June. Netaji Palkar made a Hindu again by purifying rites. 

June-Dec. Attack on Janjira renewed. 

Early Oct. Narayan Shenvi present at Raigarh. 

1 Nov. Shambhuji goes to Shringarpur. 

Dec. Siddi Sambal burns Jaitapur. 

Jan. Hambir Rao defeats Husain Kh. Miana near Yelburga. 

c. 5 Feb. Shiva reaches Haidarabad, halts for one month, leaves 
c. 10 March. 

c. 24 Mar.—-1 April. Sh. at Shri Shaila. 

4 May. Date of Sh.’s grant to a Brahman for puja at Tirupati. 

c. 5 May. Sh. reaches Peddapolam (near Madras); his cavalry 
advances through Conjeveram (9 May) to Jinji. 

c, 13 May. Jinji sold to Shivaji: he arrives there c. (5th. 

c. 23 May. Sh. arrives before Vellore, begins siege. 

26 June. Sh. arrives near Tiruvadi, routs Sher Kh. Lodi, who flees 
tO Bonagirpatam (27th.), which Shiva invests. 

5 July. Sher Kh. gives up his territories to Shiva by treaty. 

c. 12 July, Sh. arrives at Tirumala-vadi (on the Kolerun). 

¢ 23 July. Vyankoji flees away from Sh.’s camp. 

¢. 27 July. Sh, begins return from Tirumala-vadi, at Tundumgurti 
(31 July), Vriddhachalam (1-3 Aug.), Vanikam-vadi (22 Sep.), 
two days" march of Madras (3 Oct.). 

c. 2 Sep. Skirmish between Marathas and Portuguese of Daman. 

Oct. Ami falls to Sh. 

« 5 Nov. Sh. ascends Mysore plateau for return home. 

16 Nov. Vyankoji attacks Shantaji near Ahiri. 

Nov. Dattajs loots Hubli (3rd raid), 

Dec. Shivaji’s envoy Pitambar Shenvi reaches Goa. 

23 Dee, Bahlol Kh. dies after long illness. 

7 July. Bahadur Kh, captures Kulbarga; and Naidurg on 2 Aug. 
facc. to M. A. 14 May}. 

Aug. Bahadur is recailed from Deccan. Dilir left in charge. 

Sep. Dilir invades Golkonda, is defeated at Malkhed and driven 
back to Naldurg. 

Nov. Masaud on behalf of Bijapur makes humiliating peace with 
Dilir 
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Jan. Moro Pant plunders Trimbak, Nasik, &c. 

c. 16 Jan, Sh. at Lakshmishwar. 

c. 26 Jan.—23 Feb. Sh. besieges Belvadi. 

21 Feb. Siddi Masaud becomes wazir of Bijapur. 

c. 4 April. Sh. reaches Panhala. 

ce. 25 April. Marathas plunder Mungi-Paithan. 

May? Sh.’s second attempt on Shivner fails. 

May. Sh. returns to Raigarh. 

21 July. Vellore capitulates to Sh. 

c 20 Aug. Pitambar Shenvi dies at Kudal. 

18 Sep. Muazzam (Shah Alam) reappointed viceroy of Deccan. 

Oct. Daulat Kh. bombards Janjira. 

Dec. Raghunath Shenvi Kotari sent from Goa as envoy to Shiva. 

13 Dec. Shambhuji escapes to Dilir Kh. 

25 Feb. Shah Alam reaches Aurangabad. 

3 Mar. Moro Pant secures Kopal fort for money. 

2 April. Aurangzib reimposes jaziya on Hindus. 

2 April. Dilir captures Bhupalgarh. 

9 April. Anand Rao captures Balapur. 

18 Aug. Dilir crosses the Bhima to invade Bijapur, halts at 
Dhulkhed up to 15 Sep. 

28 Aug. Sh. begins to fortify Khanderi island. 

Sep. Mughals capture Mangalbira. 

c. 10 Sep, Sh. seizes and fortifies Khanderi island. 

19 Sep. First naval battle between English and Shiva; second 
battle 18 Oct. 

7 Oct. Dilir arrives near Bijapur fort, leaves on 14 Nov. 

30 Oct. Shiva arrives at Selgur to aid Adil Shah. 

4 Nov. Sh. starts from Selgur to raid Mughal provinces. 

v 13-18 Nov. Sh. raids Jalna, fights Ranmast Kh, for 3 days. 

c. 22 Nov. Sh. reaches Patta. halts for about a fortnight. 

20 Nov. Dilir sacks Athni. Shambhu escapes from his camp on 
21st. 

30 Nov. Shambhuji flees from Bijapur, reaches Panhala c. 4 Dec. 

c. 24-30 Nov, Marathas raid Khandesh, sack Dharangaon. 

e. 4-25 Dec. Sh. resides in Raigarh? 

¢<. 1 Jan. Shiva reaches Panhala. 

13 Jan. Shiva meets Shambhuji in Panhala. 

26 Jan. Daulat Kh.’s attack on Underi fails. 

Feb. ? Sh. returns from Panhuala to Raigarh. 
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7 March. Rajaram invested with sacred thread. 
15 March. Rajaram married. 

23 March. Shivaji’s last illness begins. 

4 April. Death of Shivaji. 
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